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 protect the intellectual property generated by horizontal collaboration? And

 who will attend to the distributional conflicts generated by greater integra-
 tion? Friedman notes these challenges, but says little about them, or about
 how the failure to address them could undermine support for economic
 interdependence.

 Perhaps most glaringly, though, Friedman attributes many problems in

 developing nations to "culture" rather than to policy. If a nation's people value

 "hard work, thrift, honesty, patience and tenacity" and are open to change, its

 development prospects are brighter (324). But to blame underdevelopment on
 culture is to avoid policy and politics. Has China outperformed Mexico
 because its citizens have superior values? Or are Mexico's troubles related to
 decades of poorly-chosen economic policies, which benefit elites at the
 expense of the poor and middle classes? Friedman suggests that "intangibles"

 (330), such as a country's propensity to dig inside itself for innovation, go a
 long way in determining success, but this leaves a great deal unexplained.

 Friedman's book, however, does present to a wider audience many
 ideas in contemporary academic literature. These include the link between
 natural resources and economic growth, the fact that globalization enables

 illegal as well as legal activities, and the potential relationship between eco-
 nomic interdependence and conflict. Although Friedman introduces these
 ideas without critical examination, his book may provide a useful starting

 point for discussing the appropriate paths to global competitiveness.

 Layna Mosley/ University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

 INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

 The Politics and Processes of Global Governance

 Margaret P. Karns and Karen A. Mingst
 Boulder Lynne Rienner, 2004. xvi, 603PP, US$69.95 cloth (ISBN 1-55587-
 987-X), US$32.50 paper (ISBN 1-55587-963-2)

 THE G8, THE UNITED NATIONS, AND CONFLICT PREVENTION

 Edited by John J. Kirton and Radoslava N. Stefanova
 Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2004. xxvi, 334PP, US$99.95 cloth (ISBN 0-7546-
 0879-4)

 The old international relations question, "do international organizations
 matter?" rarely resonates in the contemporary literature, but these two
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 books demonstrate that international organizations and other forms of
 global governance are important to influencing world political outcomes.
 Putting the pieces of global governance together, however, is another task
 for international relations' theorists and policymakers. Both of the books
 under review provide different lenses and propositions on how global
 governance is, and should be, managed.

 In International Organizations, Margaret Karns and Karen Mingst pur-
 port to show how sovereign states need nonstate actors - including inter-
 national organizations, nongovernmental organizations, and institutional-
 ized groups - to better manage world politics. The authors provide a thor-
 ough examination of both traditional and contemporary theoretical
 approaches, from realism to constructivism, on why international organiza-

 tions do, and do not, matter to world politics. There is a great attempt to
 incorporate a plethora of scholarly literature, but at times the authors rely too

 heavily on direct quotations from other texts. They also mention individual

 personalities who have made an impact on international organizations, help-
 ing to illustrate the role of an individual level of analysis, but in one notable

 error, they refer to Lloyd Axworthy as the Canadian prime minister.

 Overall, the chapters are well organized and follow a logical manner
 and progression, surveying the most to least relevant of international organ-

 izations and other nonstate actors, including the United Nations, numer-
 ous regional organizations from the generally over-examined European
 Union to the under-examined Organization of African States, nongovern-
 mental organizations, international economic institutions, and internation-

 al environmental institutions. Unlike many other similar books, the
 authors also provide a strong chapter on the history of global governance,

 examining the Concert of Europe, League of Nations, and the numerous
 international conferences that have taken place in modern history.
 Throughout the remaining chapters, the book addresses modern debates
 such as the relevance of the United Nations after America's decision to

 invade Iraq in 2003, and the criticism voiced against neoliberal economic
 institutions like the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and World

 Trade Organization. In a refreshing approach, the book ends with ques-
 tions about how global institutions and groups are going to deal with new
 threats to human security like the HIV/ AIDS disease and to manage new
 technologies like the internet. This book is a great introductory reader to
 international organizations and will be sure to pique readers' interests in
 more specialized books on theoretical approaches, individual international
 institutions, and nongovernmental actors.
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 In The G8, the United Nations, and Conflict Prevention, the editors

 provide a specialized treatment of the G8, and to a lesser extent the United
 Nations. The edited collection of chapters from noted academics, experts,
 and practitioners purports to assess "the G8's actual or potential place in
 the conflict prevention process" (6). The editors admit that the G8 is under-

 explored as an instrument or forum for conflict prevention, because the
 United Nations, and perhaps more importantly its security council is his-
 torically entrusted with this role. All twelve chapters are excellent in their

 own right and provide an interesting review of contemporary issues and
 debates on the role of conflict prevention, the United Nations, the G8, and
 the socioeconomic dimensions of war and conflict prevention. Indeed, the
 chapters are must-reads for those interested in contemporary world politics
 issues. That said, the chapters are repetitive, particularly for noting that the

 G8 is relatively impotent compared to the UN security council in conflict

 prevention and that the G8 has rarely even put conflict prevention on its

 agenda. In several tables, the authors demonstrate that conflict prevention
 is perhaps the lowest on the list of G8 agenda items - which makes one
 question why the topic of conflict prevention and the G8 is addressed in the

 first place.

 Moreover, there are numerous chapters in the text that are simply excel-

 lent hidden gems, most notably on US foreign policy changes, the role of
 IMF surveillance and reform, the political dimensions of foreign aid, and
 the socioeconomic roots of conflict, but short of introductory statements,

 these chapters had little to do with either the book title or the stated book

 objectives. All of the chapters champion the need for greater G8 coordi-
 nation in resolving conflict and, most importantly, for putting conflict
 prevention high on the world agenda of leading economic powers. This
 noble call for better managing and preventing human suffering through
 moral suasion and political will is a worthy one. This book is a useful read
 for those interested in international governance and the issues of world
 politics, but the title may disappoint readers expecting a thorough exami-
 nation of an interrelated topic.

 In its own right, the field of international organizations is experiencing
 renewed interest as the rapidly changing forces of globalization demand
 increased and improved governance structures. While many traditional
 international organizations texts and readers have assessed international
 organizations as closed systems, isolated from any analysis of world poli-
 tics, the books reviewed above are in keeping with contemporary under-
 standings that international organizations indeed matter and are in need of
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 better understanding, in the context of global politics, to improve global
 governance effectively.

 Bessma Momani/ University of Waterloo

 CONTINENTALIZING CANADA

 The Politics and Legacy of the Macdonald Royal Commission

 Gregory J. Inwood

 Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2005. xiv, 474PP, $75.00 cloth (ISBN
 0-8020-8729-9)

 Royal commissions are, as author Gregory Inwood notes at the outset of his

 study, as "Canadian an institution as one can imagine" (3). Perhaps the
 most common punch line in the pantheon of Canadian political humour -
 "so they appointed a royal commission" - there have been almost 500
 appointed since Confederation. But despite being struck to investigate all
 sorts of Canadian problems, both big and small, surprisingly little is known
 about how they work. We know relatively little about what prompts their

 establishment, how the internal dynamics work during their period of oper-
 ation, and what determines whether their recommendations will be imple-

 mented or whether they will languish, ignored, on the shelves of the politi-
 cal masters. Inwood's exhaustive study of one of the most important royal
 commissions in Canadian history - the Macdonald commission on eco-
 nomic union and development prospects for Canada - offers answers to
 some of those questions and sheds some much-needed light on the inner
 offices of this peculiarly Canadian institution.

 The Macdonald commission is perhaps second only to the Rowell-
 Sirois commission of the 1930s in its significance for Canadian develop-
 ment. Announced in 1982, it was designed to "inquire into the economic
 prospects in Canada in the middle and longer term, and to look at the insti-

 tutional arrangements which might be necessary for the strengthening of
 the economic union" (65). The terms were both vast and nebulous, and the
 13 commissioners faced an extraordinary task as they crossed the country
 soliciting public input, received 736 written briefs, commissioned 72 spe-
 cial studies from the academic community, and attempted to prepare a
 cohesive report.

 Inwood is at his very best when he investigates the inner workings of
 the commission. He shows us Trudeau insiders Michael Kirby and Michael

 I 776 I International Journal | Summer 2006 |

This content downloaded from 128.243.44.244 on Fri, 24 Nov 2017 10:15:09 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	773
	774
	775
	776

	Issue Table of Contents
	International Journal, Vol. 61, No. 3, North American Security and Prosperity: Annual John W. Holmes Issue on Canadian Foreign Policy (Summer, 2006), pp. 529-781
	Front Matter
	Guest Editors' Introduction [pp. 529-539]
	The Security and Prosperity Partnership: An Overview [pp. 541-544]
	Hegemony in a Region That Dares Not Speak Its Name [pp. 545-566]
	On the Limits of Historical Imagination: North America as a Historical Essay [pp. 567-587]
	Smart Borders and the Rise of Bilateralism: The Constrained Hegemonification of North Americaa after September 11 [pp. 588-609]
	Integration and Security in North America: Do Good Neighbours Need Good Fences? [pp. 611-632]
	North America: The News about the News [pp. 633-647]
	The United States-Iraq War and Mexican Public Opinion [pp. 648-660]
	Cuba and Haiti in Mexico's Foreign Policy [pp. 661-676]
	Haiti and Cuba: Test Cases for Canada, but Tests of What? [pp. 677-695]
	Terrorism, Immigration, and Multiculturalism: The Australian Experience [pp. 699-710]
	The Lessons of History
	On Protocols and Fireproof Houses: The Re-Emergence of Canadian Exceptionalism [pp. 713-723]

	Movers & Shakers
	Michelle Bachelet [pp. 724-733]

	Coming Attractions
	Armaggedon on Tour: The "On Guard, Canada!" Civil Defence Convoy and Responsible Citizenship in the Early Cold War [pp. 735-756]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 757-759]
	Review: untitled [pp. 759-761]
	Review: untitled [pp. 762-763]
	Review: untitled [pp. 763-766]
	Review: untitled [pp. 766-768]
	Review: untitled [pp. 769-771]
	Review: untitled [pp. 771-773]
	Review: untitled [pp. 773-776]
	Review: untitled [pp. 776-778]
	Review: untitled [pp. 778-781]

	Back Matter



