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Summary of Content 

 
This module addresses some of the most troubling and interesting issues in global 

politics today. 
 

Educational Aims 
 
By the end of the module, students should: 

 
 Be able to appreciate the nature and complexity of some of the major problems, 

issues or events in global politics 
 Have been introduced to key themes, concepts or actors concerning  problems, 

issues or events in global politics 

 Have a good working knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses of the major 
approaches to, or analyses of,  problems, issues or events in global politics 

 Be familiar with the core concepts and controversies in analysing  problems, 
issues or events in global politics 

 

Learning Outcomes 
 

By the end of the module, students should: 
 
Intellectual skills 

 Demonstrate an ability to think about the connection between theory and 
empirical analysis in a reflective and critical way. 

 Assess a variety of approaches and methods for the study of problems in global 
politics. 
 

Professional and practical skills 
 Participate in and contribute to weekly seminars by reading, analysing texts, 

summarising key arguments and producing presentations. 
 Gather evidence, assimilate information and summarise key arguments clearly, 

confidently and sequentially under time pressure in an exam (100% of the final 

assessed mark). 
 

Transferable (key) skills 
 Demonstrate team-working skills, good verbal communication and negotiation 

skills through debate and discussion. 
 Develop analytical skills to understand the theoretical ideas behind concepts in 

global politics. 

 Show problem-solving skills to understand responses to problems in global 
politics. 

 Develop written communication skills by basing arguments on clearly referenced 
evidence. 

 

Module Evaluation 
 

Evaluation and feedback are crucial to the success of any module.  The School wants 
students to have their say on Politics modules. Therefore, modules are formally 
evaluated on an annual basis, so please use this opportunity to have your say. 
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If you have any comments or questions on the organization of the module, the 
teaching, or the assessment, please contact the module convenor. If you have 

questions on particular lectures, please address them in the first instance to the 
lecturer concerned, noted in the above module structure. 

 

Method and Frequency of Class 
 

Activity Number of Sessions Duration of a Session 

Lecture 11 50 minutes 

Workshop series Fortnightly 2 hours 

Seminar 11 50 minutes 

 

 

Location of Lecture: LASS B62 

Day: Wednesday 

Time: 9-10 

 

Location of Workshop: LASS B62 

Day: Tuesday 

Time: 9-11 

 

All lectures and workshops will be held in LASS B62. Seminars will be held weekly. 
They give you an opportunity to ask questions, discuss your ideas and try out 

arguments with other students. Their usefulness is directly proportional to your 
willingness to participate. The form and content of the tutorials will be decided by you 
and your tutor. Attendance at tutorials is compulsory.  

 
Module lecturers    

 
Dr Afzal Ashraf  Afzal.Ashraf@nottingham.ac.uk 
Dr Rory Cormac  Rory.Cormac@nottingham.ac.uk    

Dr Edward Burke  Edward.Burke@nottingham.ac.uk 
Dr Lance Davies  Lance.Davies@nottingham.ac.uk   
 
 
Feedback and Consultation hours (please see your seminar tutor in the first instance): 

Ashraf    Monday 3-4; Tuesdays 11-12 
Cormac   Monday 10-11; Fridays 10-11 

Burke    Thursdays 11-12; Fridays 2-13 
Davies   Thursdays 11-12; Fridays 9-10 
 

All seminars and lectures begin in week 1. The first lecture therefore takes place on 
Wednesday 31 January 2018. 

 
Please be aware that teaching will pause for the Easter break on Friday 23 March (at 
the end of week 8) and will resume on Monday 23 April.  

 
Lectures occur every week and workshops occur every fortnight. The first workshop 

will take place on Tuesday 6 February. 

mailto:Lance.Davies@nottingham.ac.uk
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Weekly Topics, Seminar Discussion and Reading Information 

 
NB: Weekly readings are listed on TALIS and through Moodle. It is also available here: 

http://readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk/lists/FAB6CDAA-EF8C-3F83-B9DA-
EE127422F135.html 

 
Students are expected to attend seminars having read the essential readings (at the 
very least!). 

Week 1: Introduction - Problems in Global Politics 2018 

Lecture by Rory Cormac 

 
Discussion questions 

 What are the main problems in global politics in 2018? 

 Are they all related to security? 
 Can they be best tackled by unilateral or multilateral approaches? 

 
Week 2: American Empire 
Lecture by Lance Davies 

 
Discussion questions 

 Is America best described as an ‘empire’? What’s wrong with other labels like 
‘superpower’ or ‘hegemon’? 

 In what ways does American have imperial pretensions? 

 Is the ‘American Empire’ a force for good in global politics? 
 All empires rise and fall. How do you assess American power on the global stage 

today? 

Week 3: Britain and the World  

Lecture by Ed Burke 

 
Discussion questions 

 Is the relationship between the US and the UK really ‘special’? 
 Is the US Britain’s most important ally? Does this account for Britain’s relations 

with Europe? 

 What impact will Brexit have on Britain’s global role? 
 

Week 4: From the Global War on Terror to the Rise of ISIS 
Lecture by Ed Burke 

 
Discussion questions 

 Why did the United States choose to fight Afghanistan and Iraq in the GWOT? 

 Why did many of America’s European allies disagree with the US approach? 
 Does ISIS represent a new type of terrorist threat? 

 Did the outbreak of the Syrian civil war or the legacy of the American invasion 
of the Iraq create the conditions for the rise of ISIS? 

 

Week 5: Revolution and the Arab Spring 
Lecture by Rory Cormac 

 

http://readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk/lists/FAB6CDAA-EF8C-3F83-B9DA-EE127422F135.html
http://readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk/lists/FAB6CDAA-EF8C-3F83-B9DA-EE127422F135.html
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Discussion questions 

 What is the Arab Spring? (A revolution? A series of revolutions? An uprising? A 
blip?) 

 How can we explain these events? 
 How significant is the political change that took place? Who for? 

 What is civil resistance? 
 Is a non-violent revolution possible? 

 

Week 6: The Rise of China 
Lecture by Lance Davies 

 
Discussion questions 

 Why have commentators pointed to the South China Sea as a potential 

flashpoint for conflict? 
 Does China uphold or challenge international norms? 

 Assess the legacy of President Obama’s “Asia pivot”. 
 
Week 7: Drivers of Contemporary Russian Foreign Policy 

Special Guest Lecture by Katya Romanova 
 

Discussion questions 
 Did the West provoke Russia into seizing the Crimea? 
 Should the West have treated Ukraine as a buffer state? Why or why not?  

 What is hybrid warfare and how new is it? 
 What challenges does Russian foreign policy pose the West? 

 
Week 8: Nuclear Weapons 
Lecture by Edward Burke 

 
Discussion questions 

• Is the spread of nuclear weapons to be welcomed? 
• Has a tradition of non-use emerged vis-à-vis the use of nuclear weapons? 
• Do you need nuclear weapons for nuclear deterrence? 

• Why have nuclear weapons not been used in war since 1945? 

Week 9: Climate Change 

Lecture by Lance Davies 
 

Discussion questions 
 To what extent is climate change an international security issue? 
 What are the challenges impeding international multilateral agreements? 

 How successful have world leaders been in tackling climate change? 
 

Week 10: Transnational Organised Crime 
Lecture by Lance Davies 
 

Discussion questions 
 How has globalization helped to enable the practice and spread of transnational 

organized crime?  
 Should transnational organized crime be considered a ‘security’ issue?  
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 Is there a relationship between ‘fragile/failed states’ and transnational organized 

crime?  
 How should we tackle transnational organized crime? 

Week 11: Conclusion/Revision 

Lecture by Rory Cormac 

 
This will be a conclusion lecture to tie together some of the main themes and help you 
prepare for exams. This week’s seminars will also cover revision.  

 
 

 
 
 

Fortnightly Workshops series: 
 

Please note that the fortnightly sessions are an integral part of the course and closely 
linked to the accompanying lectures and seminars. The fortnightly workshops will be 

based on excerpts from relevant documentary and feature films, led and introduced by 
a subject expert and accompanied by discussions and/or group work. 
 

 
Workshop 1: America and the World 

Session led by Lance Davies 
Interactive session and video clips 
 

Questions for Discussion 
 What do you think the election of Donald Trump will do to notions of an 

American 'empire'? 
 What do you envisage for the state of the US-UK 'special relationship' in the era 

of Trump? 

 What similarities and differences did Obama's foreign policy have with his 
predecessors? 

 
Workshop 2: Interventionism  
Session led by Ed Burke 

Interactive session and video clips  
 

Questions for discussion: 
 When should states intervene? 
 What constitutes a successful intervention? 

 What happens after intervention? How can states withdraw? 
 

Workshop 3: Bringing Down a Dictator 
Session led by Rory Cormac 
Interactive session and group exercises 

 
Questions for discussion: 

 What characteristics do successful revolutions share? 
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 What role should the international community play, if any, in bringing down a 

dictator?  
 Are revolutions / coups driven by domestic or external factors?  

 
Workshop 4: Secrecy and Subversion in International Relations 

Session led by Rory Cormac 
Interactive session and group exercises 
 

Questions for discussion: 
 What is going on beneath the surface of the various topics discussed in this 

module? 
 What role does intelligence play in global politics? 
 How do states intervene in the affairs of others in a deniable manner? 

 
Workshop 5: Climate Change and the Environment 

Session led by Lance Davies 
Interactive session and group exercises 
 

Questions for discussion: 
 Is environmental security about the impact of humans on the environment, or 

about the impact of environmental processes on things that people value? 
 Can climate change cause anarchy and conflict? How/why? 
  How successful will international attempts to manage the impact of climate 

change be without the leadership and support of the United States?  
 

 
Method of Assessment 
 

The 10 credit module M11006 will be assessed on the following basis: 
 

Assessment Type Weight Requirements 

Exam 100 per cent 1 hour 

 
The 15 credit module M11156 will be assessed on the following basis: 

 

Assessment Type Weight Requirements 

Exam 75% 1 hour 

Essay 25% 1250 words 

 
 

Assessed Essay Questions (15 Credit only) 
1. Why are International Relations so volatile in 2018? 

2. What constitutes “specialness” in the so-called Anglo-American special 
relationship? 

3. Why did the Arab Spring fail to live up to Western expectations? 
4. Assess the legacy of America’s Global War on Terror. 
5. What factors drive Russia’s foreign policy in its near abroad? 

6. Is non-violent revolution more effective than violent revolution? 
7. To what extent does China uphold international norms? 

8. To what extent is climate change an international political issue? 
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9. As long as states have nuclear weapons, nuclear war is inevitable. Discuss. 

10.Critically explore the relationship between ‘fragile/failed states’ and 
transnational organized crime’ 

 
DEADLINE = 3pm FRIDAY 23 MARCH 2018 

 
Essays should be submitted online only via the module’s Moodle page by 1500hrs on 
Friday 23 March 2018. There is no need to submit a paper copy. You must upload 

your essay onto Turnitin using the following submission title in order for it to 
be marked:  

Student ID_Module code_1718 (e.g. 4123456_M11156_1718)  
Please note that_underscores_must be used between each section.  
 

If you have extenuating circumstances that prevent you from completing the 
assignment by the deadline, please ensure that you follow the procedures outlined in 

the UG Handbook (p. 107) and submit an ‘Extenuating Circumstances’ form to the 
appropriate authority. 
 

 
Exam 

The examination paper will cover all of the topics in the module. For the 15-credit 
module you will need to answer two questions from a choice of eight. For the 10-credit 
module you will need to answer one question from a choice of four.  

 
Please be aware that some questions will ask you to draw upon more than one topic, 

including those discussed during the fortnightly workshops/film series, so it would be 
prudent to revise broadly as well as deeply.  
 

Recent 15 Credit exam papers have included the following questions: 
 

 
1. How far does the Ukraine Crisis show that states will always act in their own 

interests? 

2. To what extent can non-violent protests achieve political change? 

3. In what ways can America be considered to have an 'Empire Lite'? 

4. To what extent does deterrence explain why states that have nuclear weapons 

have not used them in armed conflict since 1945? 

5. To what extent is the Ukraine Crisis of 2014 the West’s fault?  

6. How successful was the Arab spring? 

7. When is it acceptable for Western states to intervene militarily in other states' 

affairs? 

8. How far has the Global War on Terror been a failure for the United States? 

9. To what extent should we fear the spread of nuclear weapons? 
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10.Are relations between Russia and the West doomed to eternal conflict? 

11.To what extent can we describe America as an Empire? 

12.What were the causes of the Arab Spring? 

13.‘The US-UK “special relationship” is pure myth, lacking any political substance.’ 

Do you agree? 

14.To what extent is America a force for good in the world? 

15.In what ways does ISIS pose a threat to Western security? 

16.How does corruption affect development? 

17.Did the West’s response to the Arab Spring make the situation worse? 

18.How has Russia been able to advance its international interests so successfully? 

19.‘Nuclear weapons make the world a safer place.’ Why might some argue this 

and do you agree? 

 

Recent 10 credit exam papers have included the following questions: 

1. ‘Interventionism since 9/11 has made the world a less stable place.’ Discuss 

2. Why has there been so much international political upheaval since 2011? 

3. Is it possible for states to tackle problems in global politics unilaterally? 
 

4. Is the world entering a new period of Cold War? 
 

5. To what extent have nuclear weapons strengthened America’s international 
influence since 1945? 
 

6. Should Western states have played a larger role in the Arab Spring? 
 

7. To what extent can non-violent protests achieve political change? 
 

 

 

 


