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ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƞƽƶǄ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲƾᄕ�ƞƾ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣǁƫƺǀƾ�ơƩƞƻƿƣƽᄕ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƢƺǀƟƿƣƢ�
that Taiwan was ready for the direct popular election of the president.  
ƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇴᄕ� ƿƩƣ� Ƣƣơƫƾƫƺƹ�ǂƞƾ� ƻǀƿ� ƺƦƤ� ǀƹƿƫƶ� ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ� Ɵǀƿ� ƫƹ� Ƥƞơƿ� ơƺƹƾƣƹƾǀƾ�ǂƞƾ�
ƽƣƞơƩƣƢ�ƟǄ�ƸƫƢᅟᇳᇻᇻᇶ�ǂƩƣƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƽƣƶƣǁƞƹƿ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�
ƞƻƻƽƺǁƣƢᄙ��Ʃǀƾᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�Ƣƫƽƣơƿ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ�ƿƺƺƴ�ƻƶƞơƣ�
ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇵᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ��ƣơƞǀƾƣ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ�ƞƿƿƣƸƻƿƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƫƹƥƷǀƣƹơƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
voters through military� ƿƩƽƣƞƿƾᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƫƸǀƶƿƞƹƣƺǀƾ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� �ƿƽƞƫƿƾ� �ƽƫƾƫƾ�
received huge international attention. The chapter concludes with an 
analysis of polls that demonstrate Chinese actions proved counter-pro-
ductive.

The direct popular election of the president in Taiwan was a momen-
ƿƺǀƾ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƣǁƣƹƿᄙ��Ʃƫƶƣ�ƫƿ�ƫƾ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿ�ƿƺ�ƞơơƣƻƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƺƤƿᅟƽƣƻƣƞƿƣƢ�Ɵƺƞƾƿ�
ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ǂƞƾ�ᅸƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƞ�ƩƣƞƢ�ƺƤ�ƾƿƞƿƣ�ƫƹ�ᄴƿƩƣᄵ�
ƧƬǁƣ�ƿƩƺǀƾƞƹƢ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ᄴƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ�ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄᄵᄕᅺ�ƫƿ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƾǀơƩ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƫƹ�
ƞƹ�ƞƽƣƞ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬơƞƹƿ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ cultural influence. The Taiwan election 
ƞƶƾƺ�ƾƣƿ�ƹƣǂ�ƾƿƞƹƢƞƽƢƾ�ƫƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶƶǄᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ, the presiden-
tial election is for an electoral college that sometimes distorts the will of 
the people. In parliamentary systems, voters choose their own member of 
parliament, not the national leader. In a Taiwan presidential election, 
each voter is equal. No special weighting is given to particular sub-units 
or to ethnicities. 

The Party Nominations

The actual electoral process took place over a lengthy period. The main 
parties had to choose their candidates, a process that extended back into 
ƸƫƢᅟᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢᄕ�Ƥƺǀƽ�ƿƫơƴƣƿƾ�ǀƶƿƫƸƞƿƣƶǄ�ơƺƹƿƣƾƿƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ

The most complicated nomination process took place within the 
Democratic Progressive Party� ᄬ���ᄭᄙ�
ƺǀƽ���� members competed for 
ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƹƺƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹᄘ��ƣƹƨ��ƫƹƨᅟƸƫƹ 彭明敏, Hsu Hsin-liang 許
信良, Lin I-hsiung 林義雄�ƞƹƢ��ǀ��Ʃƫƹƨ 尤清ᄙ��ƹ��ǀƹƣ�ᇳᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� 
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇲᇹ

ƫƸƻƶƣƸƣƹƿƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� ƾƿƞƨƣ�ƺƤ� ƫƿƾ�ƹƺƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ�ƻƽƺơƣƾƾᅭǁƺƿƫƹƨ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƟǄ�
party members and by party cadres. All four candidates participated in a 
ƿƣƶƣǁƫƾƣƢ�ƢƣƟƞƿƣᄙ��ƾǀ��ƾƫƹᅟƶƫƞƹƨ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇻᄕᇳᇵᇺ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ�ƸƣƸƟƣƽƾ�
ƞƾ�ǂƣƶƶ� ƞƾ� ᇷᇻ� ơƞƢƽƣ� ǁƺƿƣƾᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ� �ƣƹƨ��ƫƹƨᅟƸƫƹ�ǂƺƹ� ᇳᇳᄕᇲᇲᇸ� ǁƺƿƣƾ� ƤƽƺƸ�
ƻƞƽƿǄ�ƸƣƸƟƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ᇵᇻ�ơƞƢƽƣ�ǁƺƿƣƾᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƿǂƺ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣơ-
ond stage.

The second stage allowed all Taiwan voters to participate. Beginning 
in Taitung�ƺƹ��ǀƶǄ�ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ��ƾǀ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹƨ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿƣƢ�ᇶᇻ�ƢƣƟƞƿƣƾ�ƫƹ�ƞƶƶ�ƺƤ�
�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ƿǂƣƹƿǄᅟƿƩƽƣƣ� ơƺǀƹƿƫƣƾ� ƞƹƢ�Ƹǀƹƫơƫƻƞƶƫƿƫƣƾᄙ� �Ƥƿƣƽ� ƣƞơƩ� ƢƣƟƞƿƣᄕ�
citizens could vote by just presenting their identity�ơƞƽƢᄙ��ƹ��ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�
ᇴᇶᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� announced the Peng Ming-min had obtained the DPP nomi-
nation for president. Two days later, Peng announced that Frank Hsieh 
ᄬ�ƾƫƣƩ��Ʃƞƹƨᅟƿƫƹƨ�謝長廷ᄭ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�Ʃƫƾ�ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƽǀƹƹƫƹƨ�Ƹƞƿƣᄙ1

The KMT nomination process proved simpler. Party Congress repre-
sentatives signed a petition for Lee Teng-hui 李登煇 to run. After the 
KMT�ƻƞƽƿǄ�ƻƽƫƸƞƽǄ�ƫƹ�ǂƩƫơƩ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇳᇸᇵᇹ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƺƽ�ᇻᇳ�ƻƣƽ�
cent, Lee was declared the KMT�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƹƺƸƫƹƣƣ�ƺƹ��ǀƨǀƾƿ�ᇵᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ�
He then announced that Lien Chan 連戰 would be his vice-presidential 
running mate.2

The New Party�ƻƽƺơƣƾƾ�ƿƺƺƴ�ƶƺƹƨƣƽ�ƞƹƢ�ǂƞƾ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƫƹƢƫƽƣơƿᄙ��ƽƫƨƫƹƞƶƶǄᄕ�
Wang Chien-shien 王建煊, a Mainlander who served as Minister of 

ƫƹƞƹơƣ�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇻᇴ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣƹ�ƨƞƫƹƣƢ�ƞ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ�ƾƣƞƿ�ƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢ�ƺƤ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇴᄕ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ� ƿƺ� ƽǀƹ�ƞƾ�ƹƺƸƫƹƣƣ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄᄙ��ƺǂƣǁƣƽᄕ� �ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟ
kang 林洋港 and Hau Pei-tsun 郝柏村, both Vice-Chairmen of the KMT, 
ƩƞƢ�ơƶƣƞƽƶǄ�ƩƣƶƻƣƢ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞ-
tive election and were running as a ticket in the presidential election 
ƾƣƣƴƫƹƨ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄ�ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩ�ƞ�ơƫƿƫǅƣƹƾᅷ�ƻƣƿƫƿƫƺƹ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄙ3��ƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�
ᇻᄕ��ƞƹƨ�ƻǀƶƶƣƢ�ƺǀƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƽƞơƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ�ƿƩƣƹ�ƤǀƶƶǄ�
supported the Lin-Hau ticket even though both candidates were still 
members of the KMT.4

In an open letter to KMT party comrades, Lin and Hau attacked Lee 
Teng-huiᅷƾ� ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫƾ� ƺƹ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ and accused Lee of leading the KMT 
down the wrong path. They concluded, “We swear that we will unite 

1ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇴᇲᅬᇴᇴᇳᄙ
2ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇵᇴᄙ
3 For an example of an advertisement supporting the petition campaign, see Ziyou 

shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƻƣƿƫƿƫƺƹ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƽƞƹ�ƤƽƺƸ�
�ƺǁƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇵᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƿƺ��ƞƹǀƞƽǄ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ

4ᏺ�ƣƣ�ƻƽƣƾƾ�ƺƤ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ
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chapter fourᇳᇲᇺ

together with those comrades who love our party and those compatriots 
who love our nation.”5 

�ƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƿƩƣ�����ƣǃƻƣƶƶƣƢ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and Hau Pei-
tsun from the party. About 2,000 demonstrators, divided into “pro-Lee” 
and “anti-Lee” groups, began battles as “the blue [KMT party] flag 
smashed the blue flag” and “the national flag smashed the national flag.” 
This dispute made very clear the division at the top of the KMT.6

The fourth presidential candidate was Chen Li-an 陳履安, the son of 
Chen Cheng 陳誠�ᄬᇳᇺᇻᇺᅬᇳᇻᇸᇷᄭᄕ�ƞ�ƴƣǄ�ƞƫƢƣ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƞƹƨ��ƞƫᅟƾƩƣƴ who served 
as premier and vice-president and is given credit for Taiwanᅷƾ�ƶƞƹƢ�ƽƣƤƺƽƸᄙ�
�Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƞ�ƾǀơơƣƾƾƤǀƶ�ƻƽƫƹơƣƶƫƹƨᅷƾ�ơƞƽƣƣƽ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƸƣƹƿ�ƞƾ�
Director of the KMTᅷƾ� �ƽƨƞƹƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ� �ƣƻƞƽƿƸƣƹƿ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇻᇹᇻᄕ� �ƣƻǀƿǄ�
�ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄᅟ�ƣƹƣƽƞƶ of the KMT�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇲᄕ��ƩƞƫƽƸƞƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ơƫƣƹơƣ�
�ƺǀƹơƫƶ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇶᄕ��ƫƹƫƾƿƣƽ�ƺƤ�	ơƺƹƺƸƫơƾ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇺ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƹƫƾƿƣƽ�ƺƤ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
Defense�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄙ�ƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵ��Ʃƣƹ�ǂƞƾ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƣƢ�ƩƣƞƢ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƺƹƿƽƺƶ��ƽƞƹơƩ 
(yuan 院ᄭ. Chen, who left the KMT on his own accord, chose Wang Ching-
feng 王清峰, a female lawyer who also served in the Control Branch, as 
his vice-presidential candidate.7��ǀơƩ�ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫǅƣƢ�
his Buddhist religiosity. 

Thus, three of the four tickets were headed by Taiwanese, though Lin 
�ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ held a Chinese perspective, worked with prominent conserva-
tive Mainlanders, and had a key conservative Mainlander as his running 
mate. The KMT and the DPP had made party nominations, while the New 
Party supported the ticket of the two conservative former KMT vice-
chairmen. Chen Li-anᄕ� ƞ� �ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽ� ƤƽƺƸ� �Ʃƣưƫƞƹƨ and former KMT 
leader, headed a non-partisan ticket.

The 1996 Presidential Campaign

A week before the formal campaign began, the Chinese had already initi-
ated their threatening missile tests near Taiwan. Rumors that Taiwan was 
ƽǀƹƹƫƹƨ�ƺǀƿ�ƺƤ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ dollars created a small run at the banks, but 
ƿƩƣ� ơƺƹǁƣƽƾƫƺƹ� ƺƤ� ��� Ƣƺƶƶƞƽƾ� ƫƹƿƺ� ��ᇣᇶᅬᇷ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ� ƢƫƢ� ƹƺƿ� ƣƹƢƞƹƨƣƽ�

5 The complete text of the open letter is in Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], 
December ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ

6ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇳᇹᄙ
7ᏺƹƿƣƽ�ƞƶƫƞᄕ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇵᇴᄙ
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇲᇻ

�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ� ƽƣƾƣƽǁƣƾ� ƺƤ� ��ᇣᇺᇶ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄙ8� �ǁƣƽ� ᇸᇲᇲ� ƩǀƹƢƽƣƢ� Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�
reporters came into Taiwan to report on the crisis.9

Domestically, several DPP cadres complained that Peng Ming-min 
appeared to be poorly prepared and in some cases did not appear where 
scheduled. DPP people began to murmur that it would have been better if 
Hsu Hsin-liang had been the DPP nominee. There was also a movement 
of votes away from Peng Ming-min to “protect” Lee Teng-hui. When the 
Independence Evening News reported on this vote shift, some people pro-
ƿƣƾƿƣƢ�ƞƹƢ�ǂƽƺƿƣ�ǀƹƻƶƣƞƾƞƹƿ�ƾƶƺƨƞƹƾ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƣǂƾƻƞƻƣƽᅷƾ�ƟǀƫƶƢƫƹƨᄙ10��ƹ�
�ǀƹƢƞǄᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ᇷᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƸƞƽơƩƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƺƤ��ƣƹƨ��ƫƹƨᅟ
Ƹƫƹᅷƾ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƿƺ�ᅸƺƻƻƺƾƣ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƺ�ƺƻƻƺƾƣ�ƫƹǁƞƾƫƺƹᄙᅺ��ƶƾƺ�ƺƹ�
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸ�ƞƶƶ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾᄕ�ƣǃơƣƻƿ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ, par-
ticipated in a television debate.11

�Ʃƣƽƣ�ǂƞƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƞƹ�ƣƦƤƺƽƿ�ƿƺ�ơƺƸƟƫƹƣ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ 
and Chen Li-anᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ�Ƥƺƽơƣƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƹƺƿ�ƫƹƿƣƽƣƾƿƣƢᄙ��ǀƽǁƣǄƾ�ƾƩƺǂƣƢ�
ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƨƺ�ƿƺ��Ʃƣƹᄕ�Ɵǀƿ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƹƣơƣƾƾƞƽƫƶǄ�
ƨƺ�ƿƺ��ƫƹᄙ��ƺƸƣ�ƞƽƨǀƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƣǁƣƹ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ supporters were divided with 
the old anti-Mainstream supporting Lin, while the younger New Party 
supporters, who were more interested in clean politics, backed Chen.

�ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƤƿƣƽƹƺƺƹ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇹᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƿƩƣ� Ƥƺǀƽ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�
participated in a televised forum during which each gave a thirty-minute 
speech.12 The candidates drew lots to determine speaking order and Lin 
�ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ� ƾƻƺƴƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿᄙ� �ƫƹᄕ� ƸƞƫƹƶǄ� ƞƿƿƞơƴƣƢ� �ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Lee Teng-hui, 
argued that he and Hau provided the strongest opposition to Lee and 
�ƫƣƹᄙ��ƺ�Ʃƣ�ǀƽƨƣƢ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƺƻƻƺƾƣƢ�ƿƺ��ƣƣ�ƿƺ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ƩƫƸᄙ��ƫƹ�ƾƿƽƣƾƾƣƢ�Ʃƣ�
was a real Taiwanese. He wanted the three communications (santong 三
通ᄭ�ǂƫƿƩ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ƞƹƢ�Ƥƣƶƿ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƿƞƴƣ�ƾƺƸƣ�ƿƫƸƣᄙ��ƣ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ�ƿƺ�
sign an agreement with China for peace in the Taiwan��ƿƽƞƫƿᄙ��ƫƹ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�

8ᏺ���ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƾƺǀƽơƣ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƿƩƣ�Ƣƣơƶƫƹƣ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�ƣǃơƩƞƹƨƣ�ƽƣƾƣƽǁƣƾ�ƢƣơƶƫƹƣƢ�
ƤƽƺƸ�ƞ�ƩƫƨƩ�ƻƺƫƹƿ�ƺƤ���ᇣᇳᇲᇶ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ƫƹ��ǀƹƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƿƺ���ᇣᇺᇶᄙᇹᇸ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ƞ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢ�ƺƤ��ƞǄ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�
see Ralph N. Clough, Cooperation or Conflict in the Taiwan Strait?�ᄬ�ƞƹƩƞƸᄕ��ƺǀƶƢƣƽᄕ��ƣǂ�
�ƺƽƴᄕ��ǃƤƺƽƢᄘ��ƺǂƸƞƹ�ѵ��ƫƿƿƶƣƧƬƣƶƢᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᄙ

9ᏺ�ƶƺǀƨƩ�ƾƞǄƾ�ᇸᇵᇵ�ƽƣƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ơƞƸƣ�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇴᇻ�ơƺǀƹƿƽƫƣƾᄕ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ
10 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᄕ�ᇵᄖ�
11 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇹᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᄕ� ᇷ� ᄬƤƺƽ� ƿƣǃƿƾ� ƺƤ�

ƾƻƣƣơƩƣƾᄭᄖ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄖ�China News, March 
ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ�

12 The author watched this forum. The texts of the speeches can be found in Ziyou 
shibao自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China 
Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᄖ�ƞƹƢ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�
ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ
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chapter four110

Taiwan cannot go down the road of Taiwan Independence and said only 
if he and Hau are elected will there be stability. Lin stressed that he and 
Hau made a good combination because he had experience in construc-
tion, while Hau had military experience.

Making a major debating mistake, Lin said that some people say the 
ticket is actually Hau as presidential candidate and Lin as vice-presiden-
tial candidate. This, Lin said, was not true. Lin did not speak well. He 
appeared to be reading and his mixture of Mandarin and Taiwanese did 
not seem to have any electoral rationale.

Peng Ming-min� ƾƻƺƴƣ� ƹƣǃƿᄙ� �ƻƣƞƴƫƹƨ� ơƺƸƻƶƣƿƣƶǄ� ƫƹ� �ƺƴƴƫƣƹ Tai-
wanese, Peng said that he is a Taiwanese who knows the troubles of the 
past and who has experience being an exile away from home and unable 
to return, something Hau Pei-tsun would not understand. He said with 
the KMT� ơƺƹƿƽƺƶƶƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ�ƸƣƢƫƞᄕ� ƫƿ�ǂƞƾ� ǁƣƽǄ� ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿ� Ƥƺƽ� ƩƫƸ� ƿƺ� ƨƣƿ� Ʃƫƾ�
views to the electorate. Peng said that the KMT is corrupt and that Taiwan 
currently had a “bubble economy.” The KMT had been in power for over 
ƧƬƤƿǄ�Ǆƣƞƽƾᄙ��ƣƹƨ�ƾƿƽƣƾƾƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƫƹ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫơ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾ�ƿƩƣƽƣ�Ƹǀƾƿ�Ɵƣ�ơƩƞƹƨƣƾ�
of government and personnel. He noted how well this is working in Taipei 
Municipality where people are polite and things get done.

Peng said that in the past the KMT was the family head, but now 
Taiwan needs to become a new nation. He attacked the China policy of 
the Lin-Hau ticket. Peng closed by noting that he was a specialist in inter-
national relations and helped to get the Taiwan Relations Act through the 
����ƺƹƨƽƣƾƾ. He stressed that he was a Taiwanese and urged people to 
ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�Ƥǀƿǀƽƣ�ƢƣƾơƣƹƢƞƹƿƾ�ƞƹƢ�Ƥƺƽ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�Ƥǀƿǀƽƣᄙ

President Lee Teng-hui spoke third. He began reading in Mandarin 
with quite a stilted style, though he later loosened up. Lee stressed that he 
was born and raised in Taiwanᄙ��ƣ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƽƺƟƶƣƸƾ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƞ�
history that he understood. In addition, he said that he had the courage to 
face these problems.

Chen Li-an did not read from a prepared text, but spoke the most flu-
ƣƹƿƶǄ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�Ƥƺǀƽ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾᄙ��Ʃƣƹ�ƞƽƨǀƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƺƹƣ�Ƹǀƾƿ�ƧƬƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞǀƾƣ�ƺƤ�
the current conflict with China. He said that some argued that the con-
flict arose because Taiwan had democratized or because of the presiden-
tial election, but he said this was not correct as Taiwan had democratized 
some time ago while the decision for the presidential election had been 
made only two years previously. Rather, Chen stated, the basic reason for 
the conflict is that Mr. Lee does not recognize that he is a Chinese.  
Mr. Lee, according to Chen, believes that being a Chinese is not honor-
able.
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the 1996 presidential election 111

After stating that the Chinese Communists were cruel, he said that 
they are also nationalistic. They left Taiwan alone because Taiwan stated 
that it was Chinese. However, the Chinese Communists are now angry 
because Mr. Lee denies that he is Chinese. Chen must tell the Chinese 
Communists that not all the people in Taiwan support Mr. Lee. Taiwan 
ơƞƹ�ƿƩƞƹƴ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ for its help, but any war will be on our terri-
tory and any losses will be ours while any advantages such as damage to 
the economies of China�ƞƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƞơơƽǀƣ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�
Japan.

Chen noted that his father was a war hero against Japan and that the 
Chinese Communists would recognize him as a Chinese. In addition, his 
ƤƞƿƩƣƽ� ƫƢƣƹƿƫƧƬƣƢ� ǂƫƿƩ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƞƾ� Ʃƣ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƹƢǀơƿƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƫƾƶƞƹƢᅷƾ� ƶƞƹƢ�
reform. Chen argued he would be a good bridge between the two sides. 
�ƣ�ƧƬƹƫƾƩƣƢ�ƟǄ�ƾƞǄƫƹƨ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƞ��ǂƫƿǅƣƽƶƞƹƢᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ�
unity of the Chinese people (huaren tuanjie 華人團結ᄭ and he wanted 
world peace.

The Chinese threats became a key point in the electoral campaign.  
A KMT ad said, “The road of democracy is hard, we must be willing to 
ƻƣƽƾƣǁƣƽƣᄙᅺ���ƾǀƟƿƫƿƶƣ�ƞƽƨǀƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇵ�ƫƾ�ƹƺƿ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�Ƣƫƽƣơƿ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ�
ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƫƹ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƿƩƺǀƾƞƹƢ�Ǆƣƞƽƾᄕ�ƣǁƣƹ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƫƿ�ƫƾ�ƿƩƣ�ơƩƺƫơƣ�Ɵƣƿǂƣƣƹ�ƢƣƸƺ-
ơƽƞƿƫơ� ƤƽƣƣƢƺƸ�ƞƹƢ�ơƺƸƸǀƹƫƾƿ�ƽǀƶƣᄛᅺ13 A DPP ad called the Peng-Hsieh 
ticket “the best choice for Taiwanese.” Vote for Peng and Hsieh “to save 
Taiwan.”14����ƫƹᅟ�ƞǀ�ƞƢ�ƞƹƹƺǀƹơƣƢ�ƞ�ƸƞƽơƩ�Ƥƺƽ�ᅸ�ƣƞơƣƤǀƶ��ƣƶƤᅟ�ƞƶǁƞƿƫƺƹᅺ�
and urged people to “use their ballots for self-salvation.” The ad said, “If by 
any chance Lee Teng-hui�ƾƩƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇵ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƹƺƿ�Ɵƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢ�
of threats, it will be the beginning of a disaster…”15 A Chen-Wang ad 
declared, “Avoiding War is the Highest Knowledge.”16

A Lee Teng-hui�ƞƢ�ơƽƫƣƢ�ƺǀƿᄕ�ᅸ�ƣ�Ƣƺƹᅷƿ�ǂƞƹƿ�war! �ƣ�ƞƶƾƺ�Ƣƺƹᅷƿ�ǂƞƹƿ�
to surrender!” The ad then criticized the other three tickets. It attacked 
the independence approaches of Peng and Hsieh saying this would lead 
ƿƺ�ǂƞƽᄙ�ƿ�ƞƿƿƞơƴƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƞǀᅟ�ƫƹ�ƿƫơƴƣƿ�ᄬƽƣǁƣƽƾƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƞƸƣƾᄭ�ƞƹƢ�ƼǀƺƿƣƢ�
Hau as saying, “If we want peace in the Taiwan��ƿƽƞƫƿᄕ��ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Lee must 
ƾƿƣƻ�Ƣƺǂƹᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƞƾƴƣƢᄕ�ᅸƤ��ƫƹᅟ�ƞǀ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢᄕ�Ƣƺƣƾ�ƿƩƫƾ�Ƹƣƞƹ�ƾǀƽ-
render to the Chinese Communists?” The ad quoted Chen Li-an as saying, 
“Choosing Lee Teng-hui is choosing war” and answered, “In order to live, 

13 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
14 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇲᄙ
15 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
16 Lianhe wanbao 聯合晚報 [United Evening News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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chapter four112

Ƹǀƾƿ�ǂƣ�Ɵƣ� ƶƫƴƣ� ƾƺƤƿᅟƤƣƣƿ� ƾƩƽƫƸƻ�ƺƽ� ƶƫƴƣ� ƿǀƽƿƶƣƾᄞ��ƹƶǄ� ƫƤ�ǂƣ�ƻǀƶƶ� ƫƹ� ƺǀƽ�
heads and tails, then everything will be okay?” The ad concluded, “We 
Ƹǀƾƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƞ�ƢƫƨƹƫƧƬƣƢ�ƣǃƫƾƿƣƹơƣᄛᅺ17

The next day, a Lin-Hau ad stated, “To vote for Lin Yang-kang is to 
choose honesty and prosperity! To vote for Lee Teng-hui  is to choose 
corruption and depression!” It concluded, “To go far from war and to 
ǂƞƶƴ�ƿƺǂƞƽƢƾ�ƻƣƞơƣᄕ�ƻƶƣƞƾƣ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��ƞǀ��ƣƫᅟƿƾǀƹ.”18 
A DPP ad seemingly responded with the headline, “Far from War.” The 
ƾǀƟƿƫƿƶƣ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƣ�Ƣƺƹᅷƿ�ǂƞƹƿ�ǂƞƽᄕ�ǂƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�ƺǀƽ�ƹƣǂ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹᄙᅺ19 

Another ad from the Lin-Hau ticket, which showed a child and his 
ƤƞƿƩƣƽ�ƻƶƞǄƫƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƺǄ�ǂƣƞƻƺƹƾᄕ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƽ�ƫƾ�ƹƺƿ�ơƩƫƶƢᅷƾ�ƻƶƞǄᄙ�Ƥ�ǂƣ�ƣƶƣơƿ�
the wrong president, war games could become real.” The headline on the 
ƞƢ�ƾƩƺǀƿƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƹƣ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƢƣơƫƢƣƾ�ǂƩƣƿƩƣƽ�ǂƣ�ƶƫǁƣ�ƺƽ�Ƣƫƣᄙᅺ��ƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƢ�
ƾƿƞƿƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� �ƫƹᅟ�ƞǀ� ƿƫơƴƣƿ� ǂƞƾ� ᅸ�ƣǂ� �ƣƞƢƣƽƾƩƫƻᄕ� �ƣǂ� �ƽƢƣƽ� ƞƹƢ� �ƣǂ�
Hope.”20 An ad from KMT candidates for National Assembly attacked the 
ᅸ�ƞǀᅟ�ƫƹᅺ�ƿƫơƴƣƿᄙ�ƿ�ƞƾƴƣƢᄕ�ᅸƾ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƣƞƢƣƽƾƩƫƻ��ƫƞƹƨ��ƣƸƫƹ? Is the New 
�ƽƢƣƽ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƫƟƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ��ƽƸǄᄞ�ƾ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƺƻƣ�Ɵƣƫƹƨ�ǀƹƫƿƣƢᄞ��Ʃƫƾ�
ad, which had red stars in key places, then asked, “Is voting for Hau-Lin 
choosing the Chinese Communist Governor-General to Taiwan?”21

Another KMT�ƞƢ�ƽƣƼǀƣƾƿƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƫƶƣƹƿ��ƞƾƾƣƾᄕ��ƶƣƞƾƣ��ƿƞƹƢ��ƻᄛᅺ�ƿ�ơƺƹ-
tinued, “if you are not willing to receive Chinese Communist threats… 
please vote for Lee-Lien who will not bow down to Chinese Communist 
ƞƿƿƞơƴƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƽƣƞƿƾᄕ�ǂƩƺ�Ƣƞƽƣ�ƿƺ�ƾƞǄ�ǂƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�ƞ�ƢƫƨƹƫƧƬƣƢ�ƣǃƫƾƿƣƹơƣ�ƞƹƢ�
who have the ability to plan a complete relationship between the two 
sides of the Taiwan� �ƿƽƞƫƿᄙᅺ22��ƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƞƸƣ�ƢƞǄ� ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ� ƞƢ�ƻƽƺơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ�
ᅸ�ƹ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƣǁƣᄕ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ promises a Great Future for Taiwan.”23 A 
DPP ad also attacked Lee Teng-hui, “We looked after him, now he has cut 
ǀƾ�ƟƣƩƫƹƢ�ƺǀƽ�Ɵƞơƴƾᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƣǃƻƶƞƫƹƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ�Ʃƞƾ�Ɵƣƣƹ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�
KMT too long, so he has learned the Chinese�Ƥƞơƿƫƺƹᅷƾ�Ƹƣƽơƫƶƣƾƾ�ƞƟƾƣƹơƣ�
ƺƤ�ƣƸƺƿƫƺƹᄛᅺ24 In another ad, the DPP wrote, “Lee Teng-hui says he is a 

17 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
18 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇲᄙ�
19 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᄙ
20 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
21 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇴᇲ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᄙ
22 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報[China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
23 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇷ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
24 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ�
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇳᇵ

Taiwanese as well as a Chineseᄙ� �ƣ� Ƣƺƹᅷƿ� ƴƹƺǂ� ƫƤ� Ʃƣ� ƫƢƣƹƿƫƧƬƣƾ� ǂƫƿƩ�
Taiwan or with Chinaᄞ��ƺƣƾ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣ�ƺƽ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹᄞᅺ25

Very negative advertisements continued. A Lin-Hau ad emphasizing 
the economic disaster facing Taiwanᄕ�ƢƣơƶƞƽƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƹƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄕ�ƾƞǁƣ�ƺǀƽ�ƤƞƸƫƶǄ�
property.” It continued, “With the economy so bad, can you bear it any 
longer?”26 A KMT ad attacked Chen Li-anᅷƾ� ƽƣƶƫƨƫƺƾƫƿǄᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƣƹ�Ǆƺǀ� ƿƞƴƣ�
off his religious outer clothes,” you discover that he is guilty of a number 
ƺƤ� ƿƩƫƹƨƾ� ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƫƾ� ƹƺƿ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ƩƺƸƣ� ƞƹƢ� ƿƩƞƿ�ǂƩƫƶƣ� Ʃƣ�
abuses the Taiwanese people and Hau-Lin, he never criticizes the Chinese 
Communists.27

The next day the KMT had an ad calling on the voters “to use the elec-
tion to uphold the rejection of rumors, opposing the throwing of mud and 
not wanting tricks.”28 A DPP ad asked, “How can we let go of Lee Teng-
hui and change our support to Peng Ming-min and Frank Hsieh?” It 
ƞƹƾǂƣƽƣƢ�ƟǄ�ơƺƸƻƞƽƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƫƨƩƿ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƺƤ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹơǄ�ǂƫƿƩ�
the one year of Taipei Mayor��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ�ƞƢƸƫƹƫƾƿƽƞƿƫƺƹᄙ29 Another 
DPP ad asked, “Will Lee Teng-hui sell out Taiwanᄛᄞᅺ� ƿ� ƞƹƾǂƣƽƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƣ�
only presidential ticket that will not sell out Taiwan is Peng Ming-min 
and Frank Hsieh.”30 A Chen Li-an ad asked why the three other tickets 
ǂƣƽƣ�ƞƿƿƞơƴƫƹƨ�ƩƫƸᄙ�ᅸ�ƽƣƞƴ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƫƣƨƣᄙ��ƣƿᅷƾ�Ǆƺǀ�ƞƹƢ��ơƺƸƣ�ƺǀƿ�ƿƺ�ƸƺƟƫ-
ƶƫǅƣᄛ� �ƺƺƢ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ǂƫƶƶ� ƸƺƟƫƶƫǅƣ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƣƶƤᅟ�ƞƶǁƞƿƫƺƹᄙᅺ31 The nastiest ads, 
Ʃƺǂƣǁƣƽᄕ�ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣƢ�ƿƺ�ơƺƸƣ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ��ƫƹᅟ�ƞǀ�ơƞƸƻᄙ��ƹƣ�ƨƽƫƾƶǄ�ƞƢᄕ�ƧƬƶƶƣƢ�
with skulls, said, “Lee Teng-hui belonged to the Communist Party. Did he 
ƾƣƶƶ�ƺǀƿ�Ʃƫƾ�ƤƽƫƣƹƢƾ�ƫƹ�ƺƽƢƣƽ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƞƹ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶᄞᅺ32 

�ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƹƞƶ�ƢƞǄ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄕ�ƞ��ƣƣᅟ�ƫƣƹ�ƞƢ�ƞƾƴƣƢ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ᅸƿƺ�ƽƣưƣơƿ�
rumors.” It asked people “to use their ballot” to choose “national dignity, 
social stability, happiness for all the people, to show the Communists and 
to show the whole world.”33 A DPP ad called Peng Ming-min a “brave 

25 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇳᄙ
26 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᄙ
27 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵ
28 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
29 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇷᄙ
30 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇳᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇺ� ƞƹƢ�Taiwan shibao 台灣 

時報 [Taiwan Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
31 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇳᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᄙ
32 Taiwan shibao 台灣時報 [Taiwan Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇺᄙ
33 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇴᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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chapter fourᇳᇳᇶ

Taiwaneseᄙ��ƿƞƹƢ�ǀƻ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƽƺƿƣơƿ�ƩƫƸᄛᅺ34 A Chen Li-an ad claimed, “He 
will let you feel at ease.”35

�Ʃƣ��ƫƹᅟ�ƞǀ�ƿƫơƴƣƿ�ƞƨƞƫƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƩƣ�Ƹƺƾƿ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾᄙ��ƹƣ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƿ�
the last moment, concentrate your votes.” It said, “Please support the 
ƾƿƽƺƹƨƣƾƿ�ƺƻƻƺƹƣƹƿ�ƿƺ��ƣƣᅟ�ƫƣƹᅭ�ƹơƶƣ�ᄴ�ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟᄵƴƞƹƨ�ǂƩƺ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƻƽƺƿƣơƿ�
the land of Taiwan� ƞƹƢ� �ƹơƶƣ� �ƞƺ� ǂƩƺ� ǂƫƶƶ� ƢƣƤƣƹƢ� ƿƩƣ� �ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ� ƺƤ�
China.”36 Another ad, with a picture of Chen Li-an� ƞƹƢ� �ƫƹ� �ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ 
ƩƺƶƢƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƩƞƹƢƾ�ǀƻ�ƿƺƨƣƿƩƣƽᄕ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƩƣƞƢƶƫƹƣᄘ�ᅸ�Ʃƽƣƣ��ƫƹƹƣƽƾᅭ�ƫƹ�
�ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᄕ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ�ƞƹƢ� ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄙᅺ��Ƥƿƣƽ� ƽƣƞƢƫƹƨ�ƞ�ǁƣƽǄ�
ƶƺƹƨ�ǂƺƽƢǄ�ƿƣǃƿᄕ�ƺƹƣ�ơƞƸƣ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�Ƥƺƶƶƺǂƫƹƨᄘ�ᅸ�ƶƣƞƾƣ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƿƺ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ��ƽ��ƫƹ�
�ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ�Ɵƣơƞǀƾƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƫƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�Ƥƺƽ��ƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹᄚᅺ37 A third ad 
had the headline, “The Truth about Lee Teng-hui Belonging to the 
Communist Party.”38 A fourth ad accused Lee Teng-hui of several nasty 
ƿƩƫƹƨƾ�ƞƹƢ�ơƞƶƶƣƢ�ƿƺ�ᅸ�ƣƿ��ƺ�ƺƤ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫᄕ��ƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᄙᅺ39

In the campaign, several factors seemed to play roles. The DPP cam-
paign was hurt by the DPPᅷƾ�ƞƶƶƫƞƹơƣ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ in the legislature 
at the beginning of February. It was also hurt by the movement of votes 
from Peng to “protect” Lee Teng-huiᄙ��ƣƹƨᅷƾ� ƫƹƞƢƣƼǀƞơǄ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�
also hurt the DPP.

Chen Li-anᅷƾ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫǅƣƢ�Ʃƫƾ�ƽƣƶƫƨƫƺƾƫƿǄ�ƞƹƢ�Ʃƫƾ��ǀƢƢƩƫƾƸᄙ�
But people noted that most of Taiwanᅷƾ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƿƫƺƹ�ƞƽƣ�ƹƺƿ��ǀƢƢƩƫƾƿƾ�ƞƹƢ�
Ƥƣƶƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƞƻƻƽƺƞơƩ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ɵƽƫƹƨ�ƸƞƹǄ�ǁƺƿƣƾᄙ��ƹƣ�ƤƺƽƸƣƽ�ƿƣƹƞƹƿ�ƤƞƽƸƣƽ�
told the writer that he planned to vote for Chen Li-an in order to thank 
his father for the land reform.

The Hau-Lin campaign gained votes from conservative Mainlanders. 
In fact, several older Mainlanders told the writer that they planned to 
vote for Hau Pei-tsun, saying this as if Hau was the presidential candidate.

Clearly, the Chinese threats and military exercises played a huge role 
in the campaign. We will analyze this following a review of the election 
results.

34 Lianhe wanbao 聯合晚報 [United Evening News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ
35 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇴᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵ� ƞƹƢ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᄙ
36 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
37 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇺᄙ
38 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᇸᄙ
39 Lianhe wanbao 聯合晚報 [United Evening News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇳᄙ
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇳᇷ

The Election Results

President Lee Teng-hui won an overwhelming victory with an absolute 
ƸƞưƺƽƫƿǄ�ƺƤ�ᇷᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ��ƣƣ��ƞƟƶƣ�ᇶᄙᇳ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƽƣƾǀƶƿƾᄙ40��ƣƣ�ǂƺƹ�ᇴᇵ�
ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ᇴᇶ�ơƺǀƹƿƫƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�Ƹǀƹƫơƫƻƞƶƫƿƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹ and the islands of Kinmen 
and Matsu in Fujian province, losing only Nantou County, the native 
ƻƶƞơƣ�ƺƤ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᄙ�ƹ�Ƥƞơƿᄕ��ƣƣ�ǂƺƹ�ƞƟƾƺƶǀƿƣ�Ƹƞưƺƽƫƿƫƣƾ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇺ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�
counties and municipalities. The places where Lee won majorities 
included counties and municipalities in the north, central, south and 
east. They included Hokkien and Hakka areas and they included urban as 
well as rural areas.41

Table 4.1. 1996 Presidential election results
Candidate Votes Per cent
Lee Teng-hui  5,813,699  54.00%
Peng Ming-min  2,274,586  21.13%
�ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ  1,603,790  14.90%
Chen Li-an  1,074,044   9.98%
Total 10,766,119 100.01%

In the simultaneous National Assembly election, the DPP� ƢƫƢ� ᇺᄙᇹᇴ� ƻƣƽ�
cent better than the presidential ticket. The KMT in the National 
�ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƽƣơƣƫǁƣƢ� ᇶᄙᇵᇴ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƶƣƾƾ� ƿƩƞƹ��ƣƣᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ� ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ�
Party�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇳᄙᇴᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƶƣƾƾ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᄙ��ƣƣ��ƞƟƶƣ�ᇶᄙᇴ�Ƥƺƽ�
the National Assembly results.42

As we shall see in the next section, the Chinese� ơƺƹƿƽƫƟǀƿƣƢ� ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬ-
ơƞƹƿƶǄ�ƿƺ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄᄙ��ƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƻƺƫƹƿ�ǂƣ�ơƺƹƾƫƢƣƽ�ƻƽƫƸƞƽƫƶǄ�ƢƺƸƣƾƿƫơ�Ƥƞơ-
tors, though some of the results also owe to the Chinese interference in 
Taiwanᅷƾ� ƢƺƸƣƾƿƫơ� ƞƦƤƞƫƽƾᄙ��ƹƣ� ƞƹƞƶǄƾƫƾ� ƞƽƨǀƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƺǁƣƽ� ᇺᇲᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲ� ǁƺƿƣƾ�
“left Peng to protect Lee.” In the six counties where the DPP won the posi-
tion of county�ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵᄕ��ƣƹƨ�ƿƽƞƫƶƣƢ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ǂƫƹƹƣƽƾ�ƟǄ�Ƹƞƽƨƫƹƾ�
ƽƞƹƨƫƹƨ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ᇴᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ᇵᇻ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƾƫǃ

40ᏺ
ƺƽ� ƿƩƣ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƽƣƾǀƶƿƾᄕ� ƾƣƣ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƻƽƣƾƾᄕ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇶᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ� 
ƫƨǀƽƣƾ� ơƞƹ� ƞƶƾƺ� Ɵƣ�
obtained from the Central Election Commission website, httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ 
.asp?pass1= �ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲƞƞƞ.

41 Chen Honghe 陳宏合ᄕ�ᅸ�ƫ�ƴƣưƫƞ�ǃƫƞƹƾƩƫ��ƫ�ƫƞƹ�ƨǀƺ�Ɵƞƹ�四客家縣市李連過半 [In 
the Four Hakka Counties and Municipalities, the Lee-Lien Ticket Got a Majority],” Ziyou 
shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇷᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᄙ

42 The remaining 0.21 per cent belonged to very small parties that did not gain any 
seats.
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chapter fourᇳᇳᇸ

Table 4.2. 1996 National Assembly election results

Party Vote % Seats
KMT 49.68% 183
DPP 29.85%  99
New Party 13.67%  46
Non-Partisans  5.50%   5
Green Party  1.09%   1

Total 99.79% 334

counties plus Taipei� �ǀƹƫơƫƻƞƶƫƿǄ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇶᄕ� �ƣƹƨ� ƿƽƞƫƶƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƨǀƽƣƾ� ƺƤ�
Mayor��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ and DPP gubernatorial nominee Chen Ding-nan 
ƟǄ�Ƹƞƽƨƫƹƾ�ƺƤ�ƺǁƣƽ�ᇳᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ƺǁƣƽ�ᇴᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ 43 The DPP candidates 
for National Assembly did better throughout the entire country than the 
Peng presidential ticket, while Lee on the other hand did better than the 
KMT candidates for National Assembly throughout the country. 

�ƣ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƣƞƽƶƫƣƽ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƣǁƣƹ�ƿƩƺǀƨƩ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and Hau Pei-tsun did 
not join the New Party, the New Party “fully supported” their presidential 
ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄᄙ��ǁƣƽƞƶƶᄕ� ƟƺƿƩ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶƶǄ� ƞƹƢ� ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹ Province, where the 
New Party is weakest, the Lin-Hau ticket did marginally better than the 
New Party candidates for National Assembly�ƣǁƣƹ�ǂƩƣƹ�ǂƣ�ƣǃơƶǀƢƣ��ƫƹᅷƾ�
native Nantou County. However, the Lin-Hau ticket trailed the New Party 
candidates for National Assembly in seven counties and municipalities of 
Taiwan Province—Keelung, Taoyuan, Hsinchu County, Tainan County, 
Tainan Municipality, Pingtung and Penghu. In addition, the Lin-Hau 
ticket trailed the New Party candidates for National Assembly in the rela-
tive New Party strongholds of Taipei Municipality, Kaohsiung Munici-
ƻƞƶƫƿǄ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƺƦƤᅟƾƩƺƽƣ�ƫƾƶƞƹƢƾᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƧƬƨǀƽƣƾ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿ�ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ and 
Lee Teng-hui gained New Party votes in Taipei and Kaohsiung Munici-
palities as well as parts of Taiwan Province. A senior New Party leader 
ƿƺƶƢ�Ƹƣ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ�ƻƺƶƶƫƹƨ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ᇳᇷ�ƿƺ�ᇴᇲ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�
New Party supporters voted for Chen Li-an. All of these statements 

43 He Rongxin 何榮辛ᄕ�ᅸ�ƫ��ƣƹƨ�Ɵƞƺ��ƫ�ǃƫƞƺǄƫƹƨ�ƨǀƞǅƺǀ�ᇺᇲ�Ǆǀ�ǂƞƹ�ƻƫƞƺ�棄彭保李效
應刮走ᇺᇲ餘萬票� ᄴ�Ʃƣ� �ƣƞǁƣ� �ƣƹƨ� ᄴƿƺᄵ� �ƽƺƿƣơƿ� �ƣƣ� 	ƦƤƣơƿ� �ơƽƞƻƣƢ� �ǂƞǄ� �ƺƽƣ� ƿƩƞƹ�
ᇺᇲᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲ��ƺƿƣƾᄕᅺ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�ᇳᇻᇸᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ��ƺƸƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƫƾ�
Ƣƞƿƞ�ƫƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƫƹ��Ʃƞƹƨ��ǀƫơƩƞƹƨ�張瑞昌ᄕ�ᅸ�ƫƹưƫƹƢƞƹƨ��Ɵƞƫƨƣƫ�ᅵ�ƫ��ƣƹƨƩǀƫ�Ƽƫƹƨưƫƣᅷ�ơƩƺƹƨưƫ�
buxiao 民進黨敗給ᅵ李登煇情結ᅷ衝擊不小� ᄴ�Ʃƣ��ƺǀƹƢƫƹƨ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ������ƺƾƾ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣ� ᅵ�ƣƣ�
�ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ��ƺƸƻƶƣǃᅷ�ǂƞƾ��ƺƿ��Ƹƞƶƶᄵᄕᅺ�Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
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received support in a KMT poll taken the day after the election, which has 
not been published, but which was provided to the writer.

This KMT�ƻƺƶƶ�ƨƫǁƣƾ�ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿ�ƫƹƾƫƨƩƿƾ�ƫƹƿƺ�Ʃƺǂ�ƾƻƣơƫƧƬơ�ƻƽƺƻƺƽƿƫƺƹƾ�
ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƣƶƣơƿƺƽƞƿƣ� ǁƺƿƣƢ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ� �ƣƣ� �ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ 
won a majority of all age groups, though he did especially well among 
ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƞƨƣƢ�ᇶᇲ�ƞƹƢ�ƺǁƣƽᄙ��ƣƹƨ��ƫƹƨᅟƸƫƹ and Chen Li-an did somewhat 
Ɵƣƿƿƣƽ�ƞƸƺƹƨ�Ǆƺǀƹƨƣƽ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƺƶƢƣƽ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ did 
Ʃƫƾ�Ɵƣƾƿ�ƞƸƺƹƨ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƞƨƣƢ�ᇸᇲ�ƞƹƢ�ƺǁƣƽᄙ��ƺƸƣƹ�ƞƹƢ�Ƹƣƹ�ǁƺƿƣƢ�ǁƣƽǄ�ƾƫƸƫ-
larly.

Lee Teng-hui won a majority of all Taiwanese ethnic groups with about 
sixty per cent of Hokkien, Hakka and aboriginal votes. Lee also won the 
Mainlanders�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇶᇶᄙᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ�ᄬƞƹƢ��ƞǀ��ƣƫᅟƿƾǀƹᄭ�
ǂƺƹ�ᇵᇴᄙᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ᇳᇲᄙᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽƾᄙ

By religion, Lee Teng-hui again won all groups with absolute majori-
ties. Chen Li-anᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ƽƞƹ�ƾƻƣơƫƧƬơƞƶƶǄ� ƶƺƺƴƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƽƣƶƫƨƫƺǀƾ�
ƨƽƺǀƻƾᄕ�ǂƺƹ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇺᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ��ǀƢƢƩƫƾƿƾᄕ�ƶƣƾƾ�ƿƩƞƹ��ƣƣ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹƨᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�
Ƹƺƽƣ�ƿƩƞƹ��ƫƹᅷƾ�ᇹᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ��Ƹƺƹƨ��ƞƺƫƾƿƾ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƽƫƾƿƫƞƹƾᄕ��Ʃƣƹ�ƽƞƹ�ǂƣƶƶ�
behind Lee, Peng and Lin. In fact, among Christians and among Catholics, 
�ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ�ơƞƸƣ�ƫƹ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇳᇹᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƤƿƣƽ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ�ǂƩƺ�
ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ� ᇴᇲᄙᇲ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿᄙ� �ƹƶǄ� ƞƸƺƹƨ� �ƫƨǀƞƹƢƞƺ 一貫道 believers did 
Chen Li-an come in second after Lee Teng-hui. Among all other religious 
groups, Chen ranked either third or fourth among the candidates.

By education, Lee again won all groups, but interestingly, voters with 
college and university educations divided much more evenly. Among 
ƿƩƺƾƣ�ǂƫƿƩ�ơƺƶƶƣƨƣ�ƣƢǀơƞƿƫƺƹƾᄕ��ƣƹƨᄕ��ƫƹ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ƞƶƶ�ƨƺƿ�ᇳᇴᅬᇳᇶ�ƻƣƽơƣƹƿᄙ�
�Ƹƺƹƨ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ǂƫƿƩ�ǀƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ�ƣƢǀơƞƿƫƺƹƾᄕ��ƫƹ�ơƞƸƣ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇳᇺᄙᇹ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ� ƤƺƶƶƺǂƣƢ�ƟǄ��ƣƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ� ᇳᇸᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ� ᇳᇴᄙᇺ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿᄙ�
�Ʃƺƾƣ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƻƺƾƿᅟƨƽƞƢǀƞƿƣ�ƣƢǀơƞƿƫƺƹ�ƾƿƫƶƶ�ƨƞǁƣ��ƣƣ�ᇴᇺᄙᇳ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƨƞǁƣ�
�Ʃƣƹ�ᇴᇸᄙᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ��ƫƹ�ᇳᇹᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹƨ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇳᇴᄙᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ

Lee won absolute majorities among all occupation groups except stu-
Ƣƣƹƿƾᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ƨƞǁƣ��Ʃƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹƨ� ᇳᇹᅬᇳᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣƫƽ� ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƣƞơƩᄙ��ƫƹ�
ǂƺƹ�ᇳᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄ, civil service, and education 
as well as professional voters.

The survey also asked for whom those surveyed voted in the National 
Assembly election. Among those that voted for the New Party in the 
�ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄕ�ᇳᇺᄙᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǁƺƿƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ᇴᇵᄙᇹ�
per cent voted for Lee Teng-hui�ƞƹƢ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇷᇵᄙᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǁƺƿƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟ
kang. Among those who voted DPP� ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄᄕ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇶᇶᄙᇺ�
per cent voted for Peng Ming-min�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ᇶᇴᄙᇳ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǁƺƿƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟ
Ʃǀƫᄕ�ᇹᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�Ƥƺƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƫᅟƞƹ�ƞƹƢ�ᇴᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�
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chapter fourᇳᇳᇺ

statistics for DPP voters must be taken cautiously because DPP voters 
even today have a reputation for hiding their intentions and their actions 
ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿƫƹƨ�ƾǀƽǁƣǄƾᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƞƾ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƣƞƽƶƫƣƽᄕ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƾǀƽǁƣǄ�ơƺƹƧƬƽƸƾ�
the earlier analyses.

As noted in the last chapter, the KMT�ƽƞƹ�ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ�ƾƣƹƫƺƽ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶƾ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�
Legislature and the National Assembly� ƫƹ� ƞƹ� ƣƦƤƺƽƿ� ƿƺ� Ƥƺƽơƣ� ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶƾ� ƿƺ�
Ƹƣƣƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƺ�Ɵƽƣƞƴ�Ƣƺǂƹ�ƿƩƣ�Ƣƫǁƫƾƫƺƹƾ�Ɵƣƿǂƣƣƹ�ƾƣƹƫƺƽ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶƾ�
ƞƹƢ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾᄙ��ƣ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƹơƣƹƿ��ƫƣǂ won a seat in the Legislature in 
�ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ�	ƫƨƩƿ�ƾƣƹƫƺƽ�����ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶƾ�ƽƞƹ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�
including Jason Hu and Chang Hsiao-yen 章孝嚴,44 an illegitimate son of 
Chiang Ching-kuoᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ǂƞƾ� ƿƩƣƹ�ƩƣƞƢ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ��ǁƣƽƾƣƞƾ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ Affairs 
Commission and who would later hold such positions as foreign minister. 
�ƣǁƣƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƫƨƩƿ���� candidates including Jason Hu, Frederick Chien 
and Chang Hsiao-yen won seats in the National Assembly.45

The Counter-Productivity of the Chinese Military Exercises

When President Lee Teng-hui�ơƞƸƣ�ƿƺ�ƺƦƧƬơƣ�Ƥƺƶƶƺǂƫƹƨ��ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Chiang 
Ching-kuoᅷƾ� ƢƣƞƿƩ�ƺƹ� �ƞƹǀƞƽǄ� ᇳᇵᄕ� ᇳᇻᇺᇺᄕ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ was very isolated diplo-
ƸƞƿƫơƞƶƶǄ�ƺǂƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸ�ƹƣ��Ʃƫƹƞ” policy of Chiang Ching-kuo and his 
father Chiang Kai-shek. President Lee worked to break this isolation with 
ƞ� ƿƽƫƻ� ƿƺ� �ƫƹƨƞƻƺƽƣ� ƫƹ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᇺᇻ� ƞƹƢ� ᅸǁƞơƞƿƫƺƹ� ƢƫƻƶƺƸƞơǄᅺ� Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ�

ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇻᅬᇳᇸᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇶ�ǂƩƣƹ�Ʃƣ�Ƹƣƿ� ƿƩƣ�ƩƣƞƢƾ�ƺƤ� ƾƿƞƿƣ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƶƫƻƻƫƹƣƾ, 
Indonesia and Thailandᄙ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ�ơƺƹơƣƽƹ�ƞƿ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƾǀơơƣƾƾƤǀƶ�Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�ƞƦƤƞƫƽƾ�
ǁƣƹƿǀƽƣƾ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�ƸǀơƩ�ƨƽƣƞƿƣƽ�ǂƩƣƹ��ƣƣ�ƽƣơƣƫǁƣƢ�ƞ�ǁƫƾƞ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ�
�ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƿƺ�ƨƫǁƣ�ƞ�ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ƞƿ�Ʃƫƾ�Ƣƺơƿƺƽƞƶ�ƞƶƸƞ�Ƹƞƿƣƽᄕ��ƺƽƹƣƶƶ��ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ, in 
ƸƫƢᅟᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ��Ʃƣ�����ƿƞƿƣ��ƣƻƞƽƿƸƣƹƿ had told the Chinese that Lee would 
ƹƺƿ�ƽƣơƣƫǁƣ�ƞ�ǁƫƾƞᄕ�Ɵǀƿᄕ�ƫƹ�ǁƫƣǂ�ƺƤ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ of Taiwan, Con-
gress voted unanimously in the House of Representatives and with only 
ƿǂƺ�Ƣƫƾƾƣƹƿƫƹƨ� ǁƺƿƣƾ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ��ƣƹƞƿƣ to give Lee a visa. Many Americans 
questioned, if a “terrorist” like Gerry Adams of the Irish Republican Army 
ƺƽ��ƞƾƾƣƽ��ƽƞƤƞƿ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ��ƞƶƣƾƿƫƹƣ��ƫƟƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ��ƽƨƞƹƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ�ơƺǀƶƢ� ƽƣơƣƫǁƣ� 
an American visa, why not a peaceful democratizer like Lee Teng-hui? 
The Chinese, unfamiliar with the American separation of powers, felt 

44 Chang was the surname of his mother. John Chang  later changed his surname to 
Chiang 蔣, thus making it the same as his father.

45 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇳᄙ
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇳᇻ

ƟƣƿƽƞǄƣƢᄙ��ƶƿƩƺǀƨƩ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ƺƤ��ǀƹƣ�ᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƞƿ��ƺƽƹƣƶƶ�ǂƞƾ�ǁƣƽǄ�ƸƫƶƢᄕ46 
the Chinese press both before and after the Cornell speech published the 
most vituperative and personal attacks on President Lee.47

After announcing missile tests and warning foreign planes and ships to 
ƞǁƺƫƢ�ƞƹ�ƞƽƣƞ�ᇺᇲ�Ƹƫƶƣƾ�ᄬᇳᇵᇲ�ƴƸᄭ�ƹƺƽƿƩ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹ, China�ƧƬƽƣƢ�ƾƫǃ�Ƹƫƾƾƫƶƣƾ 
ƫƹƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƽƣƞ�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ��ǀƶǄ�ᇴᇳᅬᇴᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ��ƨƞƫƹᄕ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�ǂƞƽƹƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�ƻƶƞƹƣƾ�
ƞƹƢ�ƾƩƫƻƾᄕ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ƧƬƽƣƢ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƾƫǃ�Ƹƫƾƾƫƶƣƾ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƞƽƣƞ�ƾƶƫƨƩƿƶǄ�Ƥǀƽ-
ƿƩƣƽ�ƹƺƽƿƩ�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ��ǀƨǀƾƿ� ᇳᇷᅬᇴᇷᄙ� ƹ� �ƺƩƹ��ƞƽǁƣƽᅷƾ�ǂƺƽƢƾᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƣƾƣ�Ƹƫƾƾƫƶƣ�
ƿƣƾƿƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƞ�ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬơƞƹƿ�ƿƩƽƣƾƩƺƶƢᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƿƫƸƣ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ƧƬƽƣƢ�ƫƿƾ�Ɵƞƶƶƫƾƿƫơ�
missiles far out into a sea zone conspicuously adjacent to Taiwan. The 
ƻǀƽƻƺƾƣ�ǂƞƾ�ơƶƣƞƽᄘ�ƿƺ�ƢƣƸƺƹƾƿƽƞƿƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ���� could use its missiles to 
Ƣƫƾƽǀƻƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƾƣƞ�ƞƹƢ�ƞƫƽ�ƿƽƞƦƧƬơᄙᅺ48

ƹ�ƸƫƢᅟ�ơƿƺƟƣƽᄕ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ conducted major naval operations includ-
ƫƹƨ�ƞƹ�ƞƸƻƩƫƟƫƺǀƾ�ƶƞƹƢƫƹƨ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƞƹƨ��ƣƸƫƹ, Liu Huaqing and six other 
members of the Central Military Commission personally observed. Then, 
ƺƹ��ƺǁƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ưǀƾƿ�ƿǂƺ�ǂƣƣƴƾ�ƟƣƤƺƽƣ�ƿƩƣ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ�
election, the Chinese began ten days of exercises involving sixteen to 
eighteen thousand military personnel that simulated an invasion of 
Dongshan island off the coast of southern Fujian.49 These last exercises 
“were suggestive of an invasion of Taiwan.”50 The Chinese may have 
believed that these military exercises contributed to the relative success 
of the New Party in the December 2 legislative election,51 though as we 
saw in the last chapter, domestic issues dominated the campaign and the 
�ƣǂ� �ƞƽƿǄ� ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ� ƶƣƾƾ� ƿƩƞƹ� ᇳᇵ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ǁƺƿƣᄕ� ǂƩƫƶƣ� ƿƩƣ� ��� 
obtained one-third of the vote.

Following the presidential election, this writer received copies of eigh-
teen surveys conducted by the KMT�ƤƽƺƸ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ�ᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷ�ǀƹƿƫƶ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǁƣ-
ƹƫƹƨ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƫƨƩƿ�ƟƣƤƺƽƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƫƿƾƣƶƤᄙ�ƹ�

46 For the text, see Lee Teng-hui, “Always in My Heart,” in President Lee Teng-hui’s 
Selected Addresses and Messages 1995� ᄬ�ƞƫƻƣƫᄘ� �ƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ� ƹƤƺƽƸƞƿƫƺƹ� �ƦƧƬơƣᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄭᄕ�
ƻƻᄙ�ᇵᇴᅬᇶᇵᄙ

47 This paragraph draws on a number of sources including Jacobs and Liu, “Lee 
�ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ�ƞƹƢ�ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷᄕᅺ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇲᅬᇵᇺᇷᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ�ǁƫƿǀƻƣƽƞƿƫǁƣ�Ƽǀƺƿƣƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ��ᄙ��ƽǀơƣ��ƞơƺƟƾᄕ�
ᅸ�Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ��ƺƶƫơƫƣƾ��ƺǂƞƽƢƾ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄕᅺ�ƫƹ�Uncertain Future: Taiwan-Hong Kong-China rela-
tions after Hong Kong’s return to Chinese sovereignty, ed. C.L. Chiou and Leong H. Liew 
ᄬ�ƶƢƣƽƾƩƺƿᄕ��ƽƺƺƴƧƬƣƶƢ���ᄕ��ƫƹƨƞƻƺƽƣᄕ��ǄƢƹƣǄᄘ��ƾƩƨƞƿƣᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄭᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇻᇺᅬᇻᇻᄙ

48 John W. Garver, Face Off: China, the United States, and Taiwan’s Democratization 
ᄬ�ƣƞƿƿƶƣ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƹƢƺƹᄘ��ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ�ƺƤ��ƞƾƩƫƹƨƿƺƹ��ƽƣƾƾᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᇶ�ᄬƾƣƣ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᇷ�Ƥƺƽ�ƞ�ǀƾƣƤǀƶ�
Ƹƞƻᄭᄙ

49ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇻᇴᅬᇻᇵᄙ
50ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᇵᄙ
51ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇻᇶᅬᇻᇷᄙ
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chapter four120

addition, the writer obtained summaries of ten commercial polls, which 
basically reinforce the validity of the KMT� ƻƺƶƶƾᄙ� ƹ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ� ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ǂƣƶƶ�
before the legislative election and even before the New Party had decided 
ƿƺ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� �ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and Hau Pei-tsun, President Lee would have 
ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ� ƞƟƺǀƿ� ᇵᇸ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ǁƺƿƣᄙ� �ƣƣᅷƾ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� ƽƣƸƞƫƹƣƢ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�
ƩƫƨƩ�ᇵᇲƾ�ǂƣƶƶ�ƫƹƿƺ��ƞƹǀƞƽǄᄙ

The Chinese� Ɵƣƨƞƹ� ƢƣƻƶƺǄƸƣƹƿƾ� Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƣƫƽ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ� ƣǃƣƽơƫƾƣƾ� ƺƹ�

ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇶᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƻƽƣƻƞƽƞƿƫƺƹƾ�ơƺƹơƣƹƿƽƞƿƣƢ�ᇳᇷᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲ�ƿƽƺƺƻƾᄕ�ƾƩƫƻƾ�ƤƽƺƸ�
three PLA Navy fleets, three hundred aircraft including newly purchased 
��ᅟᇴᇹƾ� ƞƹƢ�Ƹƫƾƾƫƶƣƾ in two areas on the Mainland near Taiwan. These 
“exercises were nothing less than a simulation of an all-out invasion of 
Taiwan.”52 The Chinese�ƞơơǀƾƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƺƤ�ơƞǀƾƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƣƹƾƫƺƹᄘ�
“We think tensions between the two sides come mainly from… some 
ơƺǀƹƿƽƫƣƾᄕ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾᄕ�ƾƣƶƶƫƹƨ�Ʃǀƨƣ�ƞƸƺǀƹƿƾ�ƺƤ�ƞƢǁƞƹơƣƢ�
weapons to this area [Taiwan].” The Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
Ƹƞƹᄕ��Ʃƣƹ��ǀƺƤƞƹƨ, continued, “The Taiwan issue is an internal matter.”53

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ announced that they would conduct missile 
tests into two areas near Taiwanᅷƾ� Ƹƞƫƹ� ƻƺƽƿƾ� ᄬƞƹƢ� ƹƞǁƞƶ� Ɵƞƾƣƾᄭ� ƤƽƺƸ�
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇺ�ƿƺ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄙ��ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƽƣƸƫƣƽ Lien Chan said, “I… demand that 
Chinese communists stop this provocative behavior immediately.” 
Provincial Governor� �ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ “urged China to call off the exercises 
and said Taiwan is pursuing democracyᄕ�ƹƺƿ�ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ��ǁƣƽƾƣƞƾ�
�ƞƫǂƞƹ� �ǀƾƫƹƣƾƾƸƣƹᅷƾ� �ǀƻƻƺƽƿ� �ƽƺǀƻ� ƾƿƞƽƿƣƢ� ƻǀƿƿƫƹƨ� ǀƻ� ƻƫơƿǀƽƣƾ� ƺƤ�
President Lee Teng-huiᄕ�ƢƽƣƾƾƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƞ��ǀƻƣƽƸƞƹ�ƾǀƫƿ�ƞƹƢ�ƾǀƽƽƺǀƹƢƣƢ�ƟǄ�
peace doves, flying up to stop Chinese missiles.54

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ��Ʃƫƹƞ� ƧƬƽƣƢ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƞƻƻƞƽƣƹƿƶǄ�ǀƹƞƽƸƣƢ�Ɵƞƶƶƫƾƿƫơ�Ƹƫƾƾƫƶƣƾ 
into its designated zones close to Taiwan, two near Kaohsiung and one 
near Keelung. A Taiwan report also stated that villages in a Fujian port 
had been evacuated to make room for 100,000 troops. And, at the same 
ƿƫƸƣᄕ� ƿǂƺ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� �ƣƶƣǁƫƾƫƺƹ� ᄬ���ᄭ� ƽƣƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ� ơƺǁƣƽƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
�ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƺƹƨƽƣƾƾ were arrested in Fujian. The Taiwan government sent a 
message to China demanding that China halt such “dangerous behavior 
[as missile testing near Taiwan]… These kinds of crude threats and provo-
cations…seriously damage cross-straits relations and makes [sic] the dis-
ƿƞƹơƣ�ƿƺǂƞƽƢ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ƶƺƹƨƣƽᄙᅺ55

52ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇻᇻᅬᇳᇲᇲᄙ
53 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
54 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
55 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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the 1996 presidential election 121

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ��ƣƫưƫƹƨ�ƞƹƹƺǀƹơƣƢ�ƫƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿ�ƶƫǁƣᅟƧƬƽƣ�ƿƽƞƫƹƫƹƨ�ƫƹ�
the Taiwan� ƽƣƨƫƺƹᄙ� ƹ� ƞ� ơƶƣƞƽ� ƞƿƿƣƸƻƿ� ƿƺ� ƨƣƿ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƿƺ� ǁƺƿƣ�
against Lee Teng-hui, the People’s Daily said, “The real danger is allowing 
�ƣƣᅷƾ� ƞƿƿƣƸƻƿƾ� ƿƺ� ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣ� ǂƫƿƩ� ƿƩƣ� ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᅷ� ƾƿƞƹơƣƾ�
unchecked, so jeopardizing the efforts to reunify the motherland.”56

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇲᄕ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ�
ƺƽƣƫƨƹ��ƫƹƫƾƿƣƽ Qian Qichen stated the Taiwan 
presidential election was not democratic. He continued, “It is entirely 
futile for the Taiwan authorities to take advantage of the change in the 
way they produce a leader to give a legal cloak to their activities aimed at 
ƾƻƶƫƿƿƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƸƺƿƩƣƽƶƞƹƢᄙᅺ��ƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƿƫƸƣᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ announced 
it was sending ships to the Taiwan area and Japan summoned a Chinese 
diplomat in Tokyo and urged that China exercise “self-restraint.” The 
Chinese also deported the two TTV reporters.57

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇳᄕ��ƞƾƩƫƹƨƿƺƹ announced it had deployed a second carrier 
group.58 The two carrier groups, the Nimitz and, ironically, the Inde-
pendence, also included three nuclear-powered submarines and other 
support ships.59��ƣƿᄕ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ��Ʃƫƹƞ began its second-wave of mili-
tary exercises to practice seizure of air and sea superiority in the southern 
end of the Taiwan��ƿƽƞƫƿᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƣǃƣƽơƫƾƣƾᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƶƞƾƿƣƢ�ƞ�ǂƣƣƴᄕ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƣƢ�
�ǀᅟᇴᇹ�ƧƬƨƩƿƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƞ�ǁƞƽƫƣƿǄ�ƺƤ�ƾƩƫƻƾ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ�ƞƿƿƞơƴ�ƾǀƟƸƞƽƫƹƣƾᄙ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ 
military sources, according to Garver, believed “in numbers of service 
ƞƽƸƾ�ƞƹƢ�ǂƣƞƻƺƹ�ƿǄƻƣƾ�ƣƸƻƶƺǄƣƢᄕ�ƿƩƣ�Ƣƣƨƽƣƣ�ƺƤ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿǄ�ƞƹƢ�ơƺƸƻƶƣǃ-
ƫƿǄ�ƺƤ�ơƺƺƽƢƫƹƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƹƿƣƹƾƫƿǄ�ƺƤ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿǄ�ƞƹƢ�ƽƣƞƶƫƾƸ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƺƻƣƽ-
ations, the second wave of exercises set a new standard for the PLA.”60

�ƹ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ƸƫƢᅟǂƞǄ� ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƣơƺƹƢ� ǂƞǁƣ� ƺƤ� ƣǃƣƽơƫƾƣƾᄕ� ƿƩƣ�
Chinese announced a third wave of military exercises that would begin 
ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺ�ƞƹƢ�ƣƹƢ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇷᄕ�ƿǂƺ�ƢƞǄƾ�ƞƤƿƣƽ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�
election. These exercises would be held in the northern end of the Taiwan 
�ƿƽƞƫƿ, supposedly because of the similarity of the topography to that of 
Taiwan.61��ƶƾƺ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ�ƞƻƻƞƽƣƹƿƶǄ�ƞƾƾǀƽƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ�
�ƿƞƿƣƾ that they would not invade Taiwan.62 The next day, however, the 
Chinese� ƢƣƹƫƣƢ� Ƹƞƴƫƹƨ� ƞƹǄ� ƞƾƾǀƽƞƹơƣƾ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣ� �ƹƫƿƣƢ� �ƿƞƿƣƾᄙ63 The 

56 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
57 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
58 Garver, Face Offᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇷᄙ
59 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
60 Garver, Face Offᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇷᄙ
61ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇷᅬᇳᇲᇸᄙ
62ᏺ�ƣƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƻƽƣƾƾᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ
63ᏺ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƻƽƣƾƾᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ
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chapter four122

 following day, Chinese Premier Li Peng�ǂƞƽƹƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ�
ƾƣƹƢƫƹƨ�ƹƞǁƞƶ�ǁƣƾƾƣƶƾ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƿƽƞƫƿᄙ64

The crisis continued. The result was that Lee Teng-huiᅷƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
ƣƶƣơƿƺƽƞƿƣ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ�ƩƫƨƩ�ᇵᇲƾ�ƫƹ��ƞƹǀƞƽǄ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƸƫƢ�ᇶᇲƾ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƶƞƿƣ�

ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ� ƿƺ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᄕ� ƞƹ� ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ� ƺƤ� ᇹᅬᇺ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿᄙ� �ơơƺƽƢƫƹƨ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣƾƣ�
ƻƺƶƶƾᄕ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨᅷƾ�ƾƩƞƽƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƢƣơƶƫƹƣƢ�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇲ�ƻƣƽ�
cent.

Then, just a couple of days before the crisis, according to an interview 
with a KMT leader, the Chinese threat appeared to diminish. The last part 
of the third wave of exercises apparently did not go forward, possibly 
because of the weather.65� �ƞƹƨ� �Ʃƞƺƨǀƺᄕ� ƿƩƣ� �ƫƽƣơƿƺƽ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� �ƿƞƿƣ�
�ƺǀƹơƫƶᅷƾ��ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƦƤƞƫƽƾ��ƦƧƬơƣᄕ� ƿƺƶƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣ businessmen in Beijing 
that China could accept any candidate who won the presidential elec-
tion. In addition, Wang promised that Beijing would do everything it 
could to protect Taiwan business interests in China.66 The Taiwan navy 
helped rescue some Chinese, whose cargo ship sank near the military 
exercises.67��ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ approved the sale of arms to 
�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄ�ƺƤ��ƿƞƿƣ��ƞƽƽƣƹ��ƩƽƫƾƿƺƻƩƣƽ�ƞƹƹƺǀƹơƣƢ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�
meet Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen in The Hague on April 21.68 
ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƹƞǁƞƶ� Ƥƺƽơƣƾ�ƞƽƽƫǁƣƢᄙ��Ʃǀƾᄕ�ƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�
approached, according to the KMT analysis, Taiwan felt more secure.

The result, according to the KMT leader, was a huge apparent drop in 
support for Lee Teng-hui. In the KMT polls, the support for Lee dropped 
ƤƽƺƸ�ᇶᇷᄙᇻᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻ�ƿƺ�ᇵᇵᄙᇵᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǁƣƹƫƹƨ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�
ᇴᇳᄕ�ƞ�Ƣƣơƶƫƹƣ�ƺƤ�ᇳᇴᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ǂƺƽƽƫƣƢ�ƿƩƣ���� and they repeated the 
survey the morning of March 22, the day before the poll. Their morning 
ƻƺƶƶ�ƾƩƺǂƣƢ�ǁƫƽƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƽƣƾǀƶƿᄕ�ᇵᇵᄙᇴᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ��ƣƣᄙ��Ʃƞƿ�
ƹƫƨƩƿᄕ��ƣƣ�ƽƣƸƞƫƹƣƢ�ƞƿ�ᇵᇷᄙᇸᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ� ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƹƞƶ�ƻƽƣᅟƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƻƺƶƶᄙ��Ʃƣ�
polls showed that support for the DPP candidate, Peng Ming-min went 
ǀƻᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƻƺƶƶƾᄕ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ also fell.

In the end, Lee Teng-hui�ǂƺƹ�ᇷᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄕ�ƞƹ�ƞƸƺǀƹƿ�ƞƿ�
ƶƣƞƾƿ�ᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƟƺǁƣ�ƞƹǄ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƺƶƶƾ�ƞƹƢ�ᇳᇷᅬᇴᇲ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƟƺǁƣ�Ʃƫƾ�ƾǀƻ-
port in the polls before the Taiwan� �ƿƽƞƫƿƾ� ơƽƫƾƫƾ�Ɵƣƨƞƹᄙ� ƹ� ƿƞƶƴƫƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ�
voters, it became clear that Taiwanese did not appreciate being threat-

64 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
65 Garver, Face Offᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇸᄙ
66 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
67 China Post, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᄕ�ᇳᇷᄙ
68 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ

= L 0 =? 2? = CRC A : CP 09466 7 8 ?L 3 D 1? E
B I, ? D=? E I J ?L = EC C AB ? CE = C . =42-

1 ? ? C AB   , ,

1
IQ

CA
B

0
9

46
6

/
EE

CA
B

L
?L

?
?



the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇴᇵ

ened and voted for Lee to send a message to China that threats would not 
work.

Ironically, China claimed victory in the election. The Xinhua news-
ƞƨƣƹơǄ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƺƤ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and Chen Li-an outnum-
bered those who supported Peng Ming-minᄙ� �Ƥ� ơƺǀƽƾƣᄕ� �ƣƣ� �ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ 
received more than twice as many votes as Lin and Chen combined. The 
Chinese noted, “While campaigning for votes, Lee Teng-hui many times 
ƾƞƫƢ�Ʃƣ�ƾƺǀƨƩƿ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ǂƫƿƩ��Ʃƫƹƞᄕ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ƹƞƴƣ�ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹ indepen-
Ƣƣƹƿᅷ�ƞƹƢ�ᅵƻƽƺƸƫƾƣƢᅷ�ƿƺ�ƫƸƻƽƺǁƣ�ƽƣƶƞƿƫƺƹƾ�Ɵƣƿǂƣƣƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƿǂƺ�ƾƫƢƣƾ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�ƿƩƣ�
election.” He did this, according to the report, because of the “severe 
attacks against the forces of Taiwan independence and separatism” by 
people on the mainland and overseas.69

Thus, China scripted its claim that the military exercises in the Taiwan 
�ƿƽƞƫƿƾ�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƫƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƻƽƺǁƣƢ�ᅸơƺƸ-
pletely successful” (yuanman chengkong 圆满成功ᄭᄕ70 but in fact its 
“hardline” policies proved counter-productive in at least six ways.71 First, 
despite the Chinese�ƞƿƿƣƸƻƿ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƾƿƽƫơƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ᅸƫƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƾƻƞơƣᅺᅭ
the expansion of which the Chinese claim is tantamount to Taiwan 
Independence,72� ƿƩƣ� ƿƣƹƾƫƺƹ� ơƽƣƞƿƣƢ� ƟǄ� ƿƩƣ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄ� ƣǃƣƽ-
cises caused over six hundred foreign journalists to visit Taiwan. This 
gave Taiwan an important “international” voice—a voice which money 
could not have bought. Taiwan became headline news around the world 
and, symbolically, CNN broadcast many hours with a Taipei-based 
anchor.

�ƣơƺƹƢᄕ� ƿƩƣ� �Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ military threats created adverse publicity and 
concern around the world. In a very short time, the Chinese military exer-
cises undercut long-term Chinese efforts to create the image of a peaceful 
China concerned with economic development and the welfare of its citi-
zens rather than an ambitious great power anxious to restore its national 
prestige. The Chinese actions did much more to enhance international 
belief in the “theory of the China threat” (Zhongguo weixie lun 中國威 
脅論ᄭ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƞƹǄ�ƻƽƺƻƞƨƞƹƢƞ�ƤƽƺƸ�ơƺƹƾƣƽǁƞƿƫǁƣ��Ƹƣƽƫơƞƹ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƫƞƹƾ�ƞƹƢ�
journalists.

69 China News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
70 Renmin ribao 人民日報 [People’s Daily], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
71ᏺ�Ʃƣ� ƹƣǃƿ� ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ� ƻƞƽƞƨƽƞƻƩƾ� ƞƽƣ� Ƣƽƞǂƹ� ƤƽƺƸ� �ƞơƺƟƾᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ� �ƺƶƫơƫƣƾ� �ƺǂƞƽƢƾ�

�ƞƫǂƞƹᄕᅺ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇳᅬᇳᇲᇴᄙ
72ᏺ�Ʃƫƾ�ƫƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƻƶƞơƣƾᄕ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ƺƤ��ƫƞƹƨ��ƣƸƫƹᅷƾ�ƤƞƸƺǀƾ�ƣƫƨƩƿ�

points, see Renmin ribao 人民日報 [People’s Daily], �ƞƹǀƞƽǄ�ᇵᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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chapter fourᇳᇴᇶ

Third, the Chinese actions ended any “ambiguity” about a possible 
�Ƹƣƽƫơƞƹ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣᄙ��Ʃƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ policy of “ambiguity” meant that 
Taiwan could not depend upon American support. Following the Chinese 
ƿƩƽƣƞƿƾᄕ� ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ� �ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƸƞƢƣ� ơƶƣƞƽ� ƫƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄕ� ƞ� ƢƣƣƢ�
which reduced Chinese�ƶƣǁƣƽƞƨƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƾơƺƻƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ƞơƿƫƺƹᄙ�
And, as noted above, in an ultimate irony which was widely reported in 
the foreign press, one of the two American aircraft carriers which helped 
ƻƽƺƿƣơƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƞǀƿƺƹƺƸǄ�ǂƞƾ�ƹƞƸƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᅺᄙ

Fourth, although the Chinese criticised Taiwanᅷƾ�ᅸƤƞƴƣ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞơǄ” ( jia 
minzhu 假民主ᄭᄕ73�ƿƩƣ�Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�ưƺǀƽƹƞƶƫƾƿƾ�ơƺƹƧƬƽƸƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƣƹǀƫƹƣ�ƹƞƿǀƽƣ�
ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ and conveyed this evaluation to the world. 
�ƺƽƣ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƞƹǄ�ƺƿƩƣƽ�Ƥƞơƿƺƽᄕ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ�Ʃƞƾ�ơƽƣƞƿƣƢ�ƾǄƸ-
pathy for Taiwan internationally. Thus, for this reason as well, Chinaᅷƾ�
military exercises proved counter-productive.

Fifth, China clearly wanted to reduce Lee Teng-huiᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƾᄙ�	ǁƫƢƣƹơƣ�
ƾƩƺǂƹ�ƞƟƺǁƣᄕ�Ʃƺǂƣǁƣƽᄕ�Ƹƞƴƣƾ�ơƶƣƞƽ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ�ƞơƿƫƺƹƾ�ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ�Ʃƫƾ�
votes perhaps up to twenty per cent. Furthermore, Lee gained votes from 
all of his competitors. In other words, Lee gained votes from all parts of 
Taiwanᅷƾ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƾƻƣơƿƽǀƸ�ƻƽƣơƫƾƣƶǄ�Ɵƣơƞǀƾƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ�ƿƺ�
send a message to Beijing that they would not be intimidated by military 
Ƥƺƽơƣᄙ��Ʃǀƾᄕ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ�ƞƿƿƣƸƻƿƾ�ƿƺ�ǀƾƣ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄ�ƿƩƽƣƞƿƾ�ƿƺ�ƻƣƽƾǀƞƢƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƿƺ�ƺƻƻƺƾƣ��ƣƣ�ƟƞơƴƧƬƽƣƢᄙ

�ƫǃƿƩᄕ� ƫƽƺƹƫơƞƶƶǄᄕ� �ƣƣᅷƾ� ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ� ǁƺƿƣ� Ɵƞƾƣ� ƞƶƾƺ� ƣƹƩƞƹơƣƢ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ƫƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� ƾƿƞƿǀƾᄙ� Ƥ� �ƣƣ� ƩƞƢ� ƺƹƶǄ� ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ� ƞ� ƸƫƹƺƽƫƿǄ� ƺƤ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
votes, China could have said Lee did not represent Taiwan because more 
people had voted against him than for him. By substantially increasing 
Ʃƫƾ�ǁƺƿƣᄕ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ƣƹƩƞƹơƣƢ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƞƟƫƶƫƿǄ� ƿƺ�ƾƻƣƞƴ� Ƥƺƽ��ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƫƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹ-
ally. After an election in Taiwan, candidates return to their electorates to 
Ɵƺǂ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƞƹƴ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ��ƣƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƩƞƢ�ƸǀơƩ�ưǀƾƿƫƧƬ-
cation in bowing westward and thanking the Chinese “hardliners” for 
their single-minded work in vastly increasing his winning margin and 
ƣƹƩƞƹơƫƹƨ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƫƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƾƿƞƿǀƾᄙ

73 Renmin ribao 人民日報 [People’s Daily], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�
ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ
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the 1996 presidential election ᇳᇴᇷ

Political Opponents Are Not Enemies

�ƹ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƹƫƨƩƿᄕ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇵᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ��� chairmanᄕ� �ƩƫƩ� �ƫƹƨᅟƿƣƩ, an -
nounced his resignation as chairman of the party in order to take respon-
sibility for the DPPᅷƾ�Ƥƞƫƶǀƽƣ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ74 The next day, 
�ƩƫƩ�ǁƫƾƫƿƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƢƣƤƣƞƿƣƢ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƞƹƢ�ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƿƫơƴƣƿ�ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹ�
Li-an and Wang Ching-feng at their campaign headquarters and expressed 
Ʃƫƾ�Ɵƣƾƿ�ǂƫƾƩƣƾᄙ��ƶƿƩƺǀƨƩ��ƩƫƩ�ƩƞƢ�ƶƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƞƫƶƣƢ���� campaign and Chen 
and Wang had trailed in last place, according to one report, the atmo-
sphere of the conversation was “relaxed and happy.”75 Another report 
ƾƿƞƿƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƩƫƩ� ƻƽƞƫƾƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ᅸơƶƣƞƹ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ� ƸƣƿƩƺƢƾᅺ� ƺƤ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƞƹƢ�
Wang.76
� �ƹ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇷᄕ� �ƩƫƩ�ǂƣƹƿ� ƿƺ� ǁƫƾƫƿ� �ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and Hau Pei-tsun at 
their campaign headquarters, news that the Liberty Times reported on the 
Ƥƽƺƹƿ�ƻƞƨƣ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƞ�ƶƞƽƨƣ�ƻƫơƿǀƽƣ�ƺƤ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ�ǂƞƶƴƫƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƞƹƢ�ƩƺƶƢƫƹƨ�
ƿƩƣ� ƩƞƹƢ� ƺƤ� �ƩƫƩ� �ƫƹƨᅟƿƣƩ.77� ƹ� ƿƩƣ� ơƺǀƽƾƣ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ơƺƹǁƣƽƾƞƿƫƺƹᄕ� �ƩƫƩ�
revealed a new piece of information. When President Chiang Ching-kuo 
ƢƫƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƣƞƽƶǄ�ᇳᇻᇺᇺᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƸƻƽƫƾƺƹƣƢ��ƩƫƩ��ƫƹƨᅟƿƣƩ�ƩƞƢ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƞƤƽƞƫƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�
military would seize power. However, power had been transferred peace-
ƤǀƶƶǄ�ƞƹƢ��ƩƫƩ�ǂƽƺƿƣ�ƞ� ƾƩƺƽƿ�ƞ� ƶƣƿƿƣƽ� ƿƺ��ƞǀ��ƣƫᅟƿƾǀƹᄕ� ƿƩƣƹ��ƩƫƣƤ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
�ƣƹƣƽƞƶ��ƿƞƦƤᄕ�ƿƺ�ƣǃƻƽƣƾƾ�Ʃƫƾ�Ɵƣƾƿ�ǂƫƾƩƣƾᄙ��ǀƽƫƹƨ��ƩƫƩᅷƾ�ƻƺƾƿᅟƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ǁƫƾƫƿᄕ�
�ƞǀ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƢƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƢƫƢ�ƽƣơƣƫǁƣ�Ǆƺǀƽ�ƶƣƿƿƣƽᄙ��ƿ�ƧƬƽƾƿᄕ��ǂƞƾ�ƨƺƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƻƶǄᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�
after thinking about it decided that was inappropriate as I was afraid that 
you would publicize its contents. Although you, in jail, and I had no rela-
tionship, when you went on a hunger strike, I spent a lot of time in the 
military headquarters protecting you. It was the same for Huang Hsin-
chiehᄙᅺ� �ƩƫƩ� ƫƸƸƣƢƫƞƿƣƶǄ� ƽƣƻƶƫƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƣ� ƩƞƢ� ƾƫǃ� ƽƺƺƸƾ�ǂƩƫơƩ� ƟƣơƞƸƣ� ƞ�
ƾƻƣơƫƞƶ� ǅƺƹƣᄙᅺ� �ƞǀ� ƽƣƻƶƫƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƺǀƽ� ƢƣƿƣƽƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ� ǂƞƾ� ǁƣƽǄ� ƾƿƽƺƹƨᄙ� �ƣ�
wanted to save your life.”78��ƫƹ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƢƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƿƫƸƣ�Ʃƣ�
ƩƞƢ�ƩƣƞƽƢ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƾƿƺƽǄᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƣǁƣƹ�ƞƻƻƣƞƽ�ƫƹ��ƞǀᅷƾ�ƸƣƸƺƫƽƾᄙ79 

�ǀƽƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ�Ƣƫƾơǀƾƾƫƺƹᄕ� �ƩƫƩ�ƸƞƢƣ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ� ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿ�ƻƺƫƹƿᄕ� ᅸ�ƫơƿƺƽǄ�
and defeat are only for a limited time. Nothing lasts forever.” Hau also 

74 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇶᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇴᄖ� Zhongguo shibao 
[China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ

75 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
76 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇷᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ
77 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙᇳᄙ
78 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ
79 Minzhong ribao 民衆日報 [Commons Daily], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
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chapter fourᇳᇴᇸ

noted that in his thirty-three months as Premier he had insisted on the 
principle of not shedding blood. This had enabled Lee Teng-huiᅷƾ�ᅸƻƣƞơƣ-
ful revolution.”80
� �Ʃƣƹ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸ�ƞƹƢ�ƞơơƺƸƻƞƹƫƣƢ�ƟǄ������ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄᅟ�ƣƹƣƽƞƶ Chiou 
I-jenᄕ��ƩƫƩ�ƻƞƫƢ�ƞ�ǁƫƾƫƿ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ������ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄᅟ�ƣƹƣƽƞƶᄕ��ƾǀ��ƩǀƫᅟƿƣƩ, and 
then went to the New Party Headquarters where he saw the New Party 
Convenor, Chen Kuei-miao 陳癸淼ᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄᅟ�ƣƹƣƽƞƶᄕ��ƞǂ��Ʃƞǀᅟ
kong.81 While these visits did not solve all of Taiwanᅷƾ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƿƽƺǀƟƶƣƾᄕ�
they did help remove personal antagonisms from political debate and 
facilitated the reaching of several agreements the next year.

Conclusion

�Ʃƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� Ƣƫƽƣơƿ� ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƺƤ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ� ǂƞƾ� ƞ�
ƸƺƸƣƹƿƺǀƾ�ƣǁƣƹƿ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄᄙ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ won over-
ǂƩƣƶƸƫƹƨƶǄᄕ�ǂƫƹƹƫƹƨ�ᇷᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƫƹ�ƞ�ƤƺǀƽᅟǂƞǄ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ��ƣƣᅷƾ�
popularity as a democratic leader accounts for at least part of this victory. 
But Chinese threats through their several military exercises near Taiwan 
ƞƹƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƿƽƞƫƿ�ƞƶƾƺ�ơƶƣƞƽƶǄ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƿƺƿƞƶƾᄙ��ƣƾƻƫƿƣ�
what the Chinese argued after the election, the Chinese military threats 
proved counter-productive in several ways. President Lee thus had 
ƣƹƩƞƹơƣƢ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƻƺǂƣƽ�Ƥƺƽ�Ʃƫƾ�ƧƬƹƞƶ�ƿƣƽƸ�ƺƤ�ƺƦƧƬơƣᄕ�ǂƩƣƹ�Ʃƣ�ƿƽǀƶǄ�ƩƞƢ�ƞ�
mandate of the people.

80 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇴᇸᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ� �ƿƩƣƽ� ƽƣƻƺƽƿƾ� ƺƹ�
�ƩƫƩᅷƾ�Ƹƣƣƿƫƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ��ƫƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƞǀ�ƞƻƻƣƞƽ�ƫƹ�Zhongguo shibao [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶ�ƞƹƢ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇸᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ

81 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇴᇹᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ��ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇺᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ��ƞƫƻƣƫ Mayor��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ also paid a visit to Lin 
�ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ, see Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴ�ƞƹƢ�Taiwan 
shibao 台灣時報 [Taiwan Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
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