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Just short of two months after Lee Teng-hui�ǂƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�Ƣƫƽƣơƿᄕ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ�
election of the president in Taiwanᅷƾ� ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄᄕ� Ʃƣ� ƨƞǁƣ� Ʃƫƾ� ƫƹƞǀƨǀƽƞƿƫƺƹ�
speechᄙ� �ǀƽƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� ƻƞƽƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƫƾ� ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ� �ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Lee emphasized 
democracy,1� Ɵǀƿ� Ʃƣ� ƸƺǁƣƢ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣ� ƿƺƻƫơ� ƺƤ� ơƽƺƾƾᅟ�ƿƽƞƫƿƾ� ƽƣƶƞƿƫƺƹƾ and 
made a number of conciliatory statements towards the Chinese. “The rea-
son the Chinese nation (Zhonghua minzu中華民族)�Ʃƞƾ�ƣǃƻƣƽƫƣƹơƣƢ�ƧƬǁƣ�
thousand years without collapsing relies on the maintenance and devel-
ƺƻƸƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� ƫƿƾ� ƣǃơƣƶƶƣƹƿ� ơǀƶƿǀƽƣᄙᅺ� �ǀƿ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�ƸƫƢᅟᇳᇻƿƩ� ơƣƹƿǀƽǄᄕ��ƣƾƿƣƽƹ�
civilization attacked Chinese culture and the nation declined. Lee “hoped 
that the compatriots in the Taiwan region can establish a new living cul-
ƿǀƽƣ�ᄙᄙᄙ�ƟǀƫƶƢƫƹƨ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƺǀƹƢƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƺǀƽ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹᅷƾ�ǁƞƾƿ�ơǀƶƿǀƽƞƶ�ƿƽƞƢƫƿƫƺƹƾ�
and drawing on the quintessence of Western culture to combine and cre-
ate a new Chinese culture...”2

Lee noted that the great cultures all began in small places. Taiwanᅷƾ�
culture “has not only maintained its cultural traditions, it also has had 
wide contact with western democracy, science and contemporary indus-
trial and commercial social culture.” With its high educational stan-
dards—much higher than other places in China—it can undertake the 
heavy responsibility of creating this new culture.3

Lee said, owing to different ideologies, history had created a tragedy of 
“Chinese�ƧƬƨƩƿƫƹƨ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ.” He recommended creating a new situation of 
“Chinese helping Chinese.”4 Because of this, “under the precondition of 
maintaining the security of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu and 
maintaining the happiness of all the people, there has been no time in 

1 Li Denghui 李登輝ᄕ� ᅸ�ƫƹƶƫƹ� �ƩƺƹƨƩǀƞ� Ƹƫƹƨǀƺ� Ƣƫ� ưƫǀ� ƽƣƹ� ǅƺƹƨƿƺƹƨᄕ� Ƥǀǅƺƹƨƿƺƹƨ�
qingzhu jiuzhi dianli 親臨中華民國第九任總統，副總統慶祝就職典禮�ᄴ�ƻƣƣơƩ��ƫǁƣƹ�
at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Ninth President and Vice-President of the Republic 
of China],” in Li zongtong Denghui xiansheng bashiwu nian yanlun xuanji 李總統登煇先
生八十五年言論選集 [A Selection of 1996 Speeches by President Lee Teng-hui], ed. Wang 
Meizhen 王美珍�ᄬ�ƞƫƟƣƫᄘ��ƫƹǂƣƹưǀᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄭᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᇸᅬᇳᇴᇹᄙ

2ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇲᅬᇳᇵᇳᄙ
3ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇳᄙ
4ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇴᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇴᇺ

ǂƩƫơƩ�ǂƣ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƹƺƿ�ᄙᄙᄙ�ƻǀƾƩƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƽƣƞƿ�ƣƹƿƣƽƻƽƫƾƣ�ƺƤ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹᄙᅺ�
But the Chinese Communists have from beginning to end refused to rec-
ognize the Republic of China.5� ᅸ�ƫƹơƣ� ƶƞƾƿ� Ǆƣƞƽᄕ� ƫƹ� ƺƽƢƣƽ� ƿƺ� ƺƻƻƺƾƣ�
democracy, the Chinese Communists have launched wave after wave of 
ᅵƿƽǀƸƻƣƢ�ǀƻᅷ�ƾƶƞƹƢƣƽ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ�Ƹƣᄕ�Ɵǀƿ��Ʃƞǁƣ�ƣƹƢǀƽƣƢ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƩǀƸƫƶƫƞƿƫƺƹ�ƫƹ�
order to complete an important task and have not responded ... This 
[slander] will not solve the historical problems which have accumulated 
ƺǁƣƽ�ƧƬƤƿǄ�Ǆƣƞƽƾᄙᅺ6

Lee noted that the Chinese Communists had used military exercises to 
ƿƽǄ� ƿƺ� ƫƹƥƷǀƣƹơƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ� ᅸ�ƣ� ƴƹƺǂ� ƿƩƞƿ�
peaceful tolerance is the only method to allay the hate of opposites. We 
will not negotiate when being threatened, but we absolutely do not fear 
negotiations. We believe that only by having communications between 
ƟƺƿƩ�ƾƫƢƣƾ�ơƞƹ�ǂƣ�ƿƽǀƶǄ�ƾƺƶǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƺƟƶƣƸƾ�ƞơƽƺƾƾ�ƿƩƣ��ƿƽƞƫƿƾᄙᅺ7

�ƣƣ�ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣƢᄘ�
It goes without saying that the Republic of China is a sovereign country. 
�ƺƿƩ�ƾƫƢƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƿƽƞƫƿƾ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƹƺ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶƫƿǄ�(minzu 民族ᄭ or cultural iden-
tity problems. The only problems are competition between systems and 
ǂƞǄƾ�ƺƤ�ƶƫǁƫƹƨᄙ��ƹƢƣƽ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�ơƫƽơǀƸƾƿƞƹơƣƾᄕ�ǂƣ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƹƺ�ƹƣƣƢ�ƞƹƢ�ƫƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�
be impossible for us to use the line of “Taiwan Independence.” In the past 
ƤƺƽƿǄ�Ǆƣƞƽƾᄕ�ƺǂƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�Ʃƫƾƿƺƽƫơƞƶ�ƣƶƣƸƣƹƿƾᄕ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƾƫƢƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƿƽƞƫƿƾ�Ʃƞǁƣ�Ɵƣƣƹ�
ƽǀƶƣƢ�ƾƣƻƞƽƞƿƣƶǄᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƫƾ�ƞ�Ƥƞơƿᄙ��ǀƿ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƾƫƢƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƿƽƞƫƿƾ�ƾƣƣƴ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƺƞƶ�
ƺƤ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹᄙ��Ʃƞƿ�ƿƺƺ�ƫƾ�ƞ�Ƥƞơƿᄙ8

Lee expressed his willingness to travel to the Chinese Mainland in a “jour-
ney of peace.” He also expressed willingness to meet with Chinaᅷƾ�ƩƫƨƩƣƾƿ�
leaders to exchange opinions.9

In the context of the recent Chinese threats, this speech was extraordi-
narily conciliatory. However, the Chinese did not respond in a concilia-
ƿƺƽǄ�Ƹƞƹƹƣƽ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƞƿƿƫƿǀƢƣƾ�ƿƺǂƞƽƢƾ��Ʃƫƹƞ eventually became much 
more hard-line.

5ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇵᄙ
6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
8ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇵᅬᇳᇵᇶᄙ
9ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇵᇶᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇴᇻ

The National Development Conference of December 1996 and the Fourth 
Set of Constitutional Amendments of July 1997

Despite the overwhelming victory of Lee Teng-hui in the presidential 
election, the KMT was weak with a bare majority in the legislature. At this 
time a new premier required the approval of the legislature. Lien Chan, 
who had been premier, had just been elected vice-president. While, under 
Chiang Kai-shek, both Chen Cheng�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹ��Ʃƫƞᅟƴƞƹ had simultaneously 
served as vice-president and premierᄕ�ƟǄ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�Ƹƺƾƿ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƟƣƶƫƣǁƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�
ƿƩƣƾƣ� ƿǂƺ� ƺƦƧƬơƣƾ� ƾƩƺǀƶƢ� Ɵƣ� ƩƣƶƢ� ƟǄ� ƢƫƦƤƣƽƣƹƿ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣᄙ10� �ǂƫƹƨ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƫƾ�
ƟƣƶƫƣƤ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƣƻƞƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƿǂƺ�ƺƦƧƬơƣƾᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ did not allow 
Premier��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ�ƿƺ�ƨƫǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᅷƾ�ƞƹƹǀƞƶ�ƽƣƻƺƽƿ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞ-
ture.

President Lee decided to break through this logjam by holding another 
extra-constitutional meeting, the National Development Conference 
(guojia fazhan huiyi 國家發展會議ᄭᄕ�ơƺƹǁƣƹƣƢ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇵ�ƿƺ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�
ᇴᇺᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄙ��Ʃƫƶƣ� ƺƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƾǀƽƤƞơƣ� ƿƩƫƾ� ơƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ� ƽƣƾƣƸƟƶƣƢ� ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
Affairs Conference�ƺƤ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄕ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƴƣǄ�ƣǃƿƽƞᅟơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�Ƹƣƣƿƫƹƨᄕ�ƿƩƣ�
ƿǂƺ�ơƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƢƫƦƤƣƽƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿ�ǂƞǄƾᄙ�ƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƻƞƽƿǄ�
with the prospect of winning government was the KMT. President Lee 
brought in DPP and non-party voices to influence the then conservative 
KMT itself. 

ƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ�ƿƩƣƽƣ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ�ƻƺƾƾƫƟƫƶƫƿǄ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ���� and possibly the New Party 
ơƺǀƶƢ� ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ǂƫƹ�ƺƦƧƬơƣᄙ� �ƫƹơƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹ would face the same problems 
such as China and the economy, no matter which party held government, 
ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� �ƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿ� �ƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ attempted to establish a 
common interest among all political parties. In other words, even though 
ƞơƞƢƣƸƫơƾ� ƞƹƢ� ƺƿƩƣƽ� ƹƺƹᅟƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƞƿƿƣƹƢƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
Development Conference, the Conference was essentially an extra-con-
stitutional meeting of political parties where the members of the political 
parties explicitly participated as party representatives.

The topics at the National Development Conference were grouped 
ƫƹƿƺ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƾƣơƿƫƺƹƾᄘ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ƞƹƢ�ƸǀƶƿƫᅟƻƞƽƿǄ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾᄕ�

10 Chen Cheng�ǂƞƾ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƣƢ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽ�ƫƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᇷᇲᄙ��ƣ�ƽƣƾƫƨƹƣƢ�ƫƹ��ƞǄ�ᇳᇻᇷᇶ�
when chosen vice-president by the National Assembly. However, Chiang Kai-shek 
ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��Ʃƣƹƨ�ƞƾ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽ�ƞ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ƿƫƸƣ�ƫƹ��ǀƶǄ�ᇳᇻᇷᇺ�ƞƹƢ�Ʃƣ�ƿƩƣƹ�ƩƣƶƢ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƿƩƣ�
ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹơǄ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽƾƩƫƻ�ǀƹƿƫƶ�Ʃƫƾ�ƢƣƞƿƩ�ƫƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᇸᇵᄙ��ƣƹ��Ʃƫƞᅟƴƞƹ was 
ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƣƢ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽ�ǀƻƺƹ��Ʃƣƹ��Ʃƣƹƨᅷƾ�ƢƣƞƿƩ� ƫƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇳᇻᇸᇵ�ƞƹƢ�ƾƣƽǁƣƢ�ǀƹƿƫƶ��ƞǄ�
ᇳᇻᇹᇴᄙ��ƣ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ�ƫƹ��ƞǄ�ᇳᇻᇸᇸᄕ�ƞ�ƻƺƾƫƿƫƺƹ�Ʃƣ�ƩƣƶƢ�ǀƹƿƫƶ��Ʃƫƞƹƨ��ƞƫᅟƾƩƣƴᅷƾ�
ƢƣƞƿƩ�ƫƹ��ƻƽƫƶ�ᇳᇻᇹᇷᄕ�ǂƩƣƹ��ƣƹ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇵᇲ

ơƽƺƾƾᅟ�ƿƽƞƫƿ� ƽƣƶƞƿƫƺƹƾᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ƣơƺƹƺƸƫơ� ƢƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿᄙ� �ƶƶ� ƿƩƽƣƣ� ƻƞƽƿƫƣƾ�
agreed on China, stating that both sides of the Taiwan��ƿƽƞƫƿ�ƾƩƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�
politically equal political entities (zhengzhi duideng zhengzhi shiti 政治
對等政治實體ᄭᄙ��ƶƶ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƻƞƽƿƫƣƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƞƨƽƣƣƢ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƣǂ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
amendments. The New Party did pull out of the National Development 
Conference before its conclusion over an audit issue, but it pulled out 
after agreement had been reached on the China issue. Thus, as Taiwan 
ƣƹƿƣƽƣƢ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿ��ƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ�ƩƞƢ�ƣƹƩƞƹơƣƢ�
consensus within Taiwan on the China issue as well as on constitutional 
issues.11

The National Assembly passed the fourth set of constitutional amend-
Ƹƣƹƿƾ� ƺƹ� �ǀƶǄ� ᇳᇺᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄙ12 Most importantly, amendments adjusted the 
relations between the executive and the legislature. The legislature no 
longer has the right to approve the presidentᅷƾ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƸƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣ-
mier, but the legislature gained the right to oust the premier with a vote 
ƺƤ� ƹƺᅟơƺƹƧƬƢƣƹơƣᄙ� �ƣơƺƹƢƶǄᄕ� ƫƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ ousts the premier with a 
ǁƺƿƣ�ƺƤ�ƹƺᅟơƺƹƧƬƢƣƹơƣᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ�Ʃƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƽƫƨƩƿ�ƿƺ�Ƣƫƾƾƺƶǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞ-
ture. Third, in the past it took a two-thirds vote for the legislature to over-
ride a request from the executive for reconsideration of a bill, but now it 
only requires a simple majority. These constitutional changes strengthen 
the legislatureᅷƾ� ƞƟƫƶƫƿǄ� ƿƺ� Ƥƺƽơƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣ� ƿƺ� ƫƸƻƶƣƸƣƹƿ� ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫƺƹ�
ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣᅷƾ�ǂƫƶƶᄙ�ᄬ�ƣƣ��ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ᇴ�ƞƹƢ�ᇵᄙᄭ

A second set of changes “froze” the provincial level of government, 
ending the terms of the Taiwan Provincial Governor and the members of 
the Taiwan Provincial Assembly�ƺƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�ƞƹƢ�ᅸƾǀƾƻƣƹƢƫƹƨᅺ�
Ƥǀƿǀƽƣ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹƾ� Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƺƾƣ� ƺƦƧƬơƣƾ� ᄬƾƣƣ��ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇻᄭᄙ� �ƣƺƻƶƣ� ƩƞƢ� ƶƺƹƨ�
noted the anomaly of having a central government controlling Taiwan 
and a few offshore islands as well as a provincial government that con-
ƿƽƺƶƶƣƢ�ᇻᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƾƶƞƹƢᅷƾ�ƞƽƣƞ�ƞƹƢ�ᇺᇲ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƫƿƾ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƿƫƺƹᄙ�
Most people applauded the termination of this wasteful duplication of 
resources, though the New Party later claimed that the “freezing” of the 
provincial government was a de facto declaration of Taiwan Independence, 
an argument which the Chinese repeated.

11 For a summary of the National Development Conference, see National Develop-
ment Conference Resolutions ᄬ�ƞƫƻƣƫᄘ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� �ƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿ� �ƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ� �ƣơƽƣƿƞƽƫƞƿᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄭᄙ

12 For the text of these amendments, see The Republic of China Yearbook 1999, 
ƻƻᄙ�ᇸᇻᇲᅬᇸᇻᇷᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇵᇳ

The National Development Conference also called for the suspension 
of the election of township executives,13 but this reform was not imple-
mented by the constitutional amendments. This would have reduced 
Taiwanᅷƾ�ƞƢƸƫƹƫƾƿƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƤƽƺƸ�Ƥƺǀƽ� ƶƣǁƣƶƾ�ᄬơƣƹƿƣƽᄕ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƣ, county, and 
ƿƺǂƹƾƩƫƻᄭ�ƿƺ�ƿǂƺ�ƶƣǁƣƶƾ�ᄬơƣƹƿƣƽ�ƞƹƢ�ơƺǀƹƿǄᄭᄙ��Ʃƫƶƣ�ƿƩƣ���� has contin-
ued to support the abolition of township elections, seeing them as a key 
source of vote-buying and corruption, the KMT has opposed the appoint-
ment of township executives arguing that such a change would be anti-
democratic. The appointment of township executives is not a new idea 
and the writer, who has spent considerable time in a rural township con-
Ƣǀơƿƫƹƨ� ƧƬƣƶƢ� ƽƣƾƣƞƽơƩᄕ14 argued against the appointment of township 
ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣƾ� ƿƩƫƽƿǄᅟƧƬǁƣ� Ǆƣƞƽƾ� ƞƨƺ� Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� ƞǀƿƩƺƽƫƿƞƽƫƞƹ period.15 The 
arguments made then are still valid. Then and now an ordinary citizen 
can see a township executive reasonably easily and put his or her ideas 
ƤƺƽǂƞƽƢᄕ�Ɵǀƿ� ƫƿ� ƫƾ�ƸǀơƩ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿ� ƿƺ�ƾƣƣ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺǀƹƿǄ�ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣ, who 
has responsibilities for a much larger area and population. In addition, 
the appointment of township executives would simply make such 
appointments the bailiwick of county faction leaders rather than town-
ship voters.16

�ƿƩƣƽ� ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ� ƽƣƢǀơƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƫǅƣ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� �ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ 
ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢ�Ƹƣƹƿ�ᇳᄭᄕ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƫǅƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ to compensate for 
the loss of National Assembly and Taiwan Provincial Assembly seats 
ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇶᄭᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ƞƢưǀƾƿƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƺƻƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ� ƞƹƢ�ƸƣƸƟƣƽƾƩƫƻƾ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
Judicial Branch (yuan 院ᄭ� ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇷᄭᄕ� ƿƩƣ� 	ǃƞƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ� �ƽƞƹơƩ 
ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇸᄭ� ƞƹƢ� ƿƩƣ� �ƺƹƿƽƺƶ� �ƽƞƹơƩ� ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇹᄭᄙ� �Ʃƣ�
�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ� ƽƣơƺƹƧƬƽƸƣƢ� ƿƩƣ�Ƣƫƽƣơƿᄕ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ��ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ 
and Vice-President and ended the former stipulation that the Premier 
ƩƞƢ� ƿƺ� ơƺǀƹƿƣƽᅟƾƫƨƹ� Ʃƫƾ� ƺǂƹ� ƽƣƸƺǁƞƶ� ᄬ�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇴᄭᄙ� �ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇺ�
dealt with remuneration of members of the National Assembly and 
Legislature, while Amendment 10 encouraged a variety of economic 
activities, environmental protection, the survival of small and medium-
sized enterprises, universal health insurance, the dignity of women, pro-
vision for the physically and mentally handicapped, cultural pluralism, 
and safeguarding the status and political participation of aborigines 

13 National Development Conference Resolutionsᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇺᅬᇻᄙ
14 Jacobs, Local Politics in Rural Taiwan under Dictatorship and Democracy.
15 Jia Bo 家博�ᄬ�ᄙ��ƽǀơƣ��ƞơƺƟƾᄭᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ǃƫƞƹƨơǀƹ�ƢƫƤƞƹƨ�ǅƩƣƹƨǅƩƫ�Ƣƣ�ƶƫƞƹƨ�ƨƣ�ǂƣƹƿƫ�

臺灣鄉村地方政治的兩個問題 [Two Problems of Local Politics in Rural Taiwan],” 
Daxue zazhi [The Intellectual] 大學雜誌ᄕ�ƹƺᄙ�ᇳᇲᇲ�ᄬ�ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᇹᇸᄭᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇷᇵᅬᇷᇶᄙ

16ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᇵᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇵᇴ

(yuanzhu minzu 原住民族ᄭᄙ��ƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƞƾƿ��ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ�ᇳᇳ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�
rights and obligations between the people of the Chinese mainland and 
ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƺƤ�ᅸƿƩƣ�Ƥƽƣƣ�ƞƽƣƞᅺ�ƸƞǄ�Ɵƣ�ƾƻƣơƫƧƬƣƢ�ƟǄ�ƶƞǂᄙ

This period of conflict came to an end with the appointment of Vincent 
�ƫƣǂ as Premier�ƺƹ��ǀƨǀƾƿ�ᇴᇳᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄙ��ƶƿƩƺǀƨƩ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ had been pro-
ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣ” premierᄕ��ƫƣƹ�ƫƹ�Ƥƞơƿ�ǂƞƾ�Ɵƺƽƹ�ƫƹ��ƫᅷƞƹ and 
in many ways, especially after 2000, behaved more as a Chinese than as a 
�ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣᄙ��ƫƣǂ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽ�ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�Ɵƺƽƹ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄙ

The County Executive and Mayoral Elections of 1997

�ƹ� �ƺǁƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇴᇸᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄕ� ƾƺƸƣ� ơƽƫƸƫƹƞƶƾ� ƫƹǁƞƢƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹơƣ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
Taoyuan County Executiveᄕ� �ƫǀ� �ƞƹƨᅟǄǀ� ᄬ劉邦友ᄭᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ƴƫƶƶƣƢ� �ƫǀᄕ� ƞ�
county assemblyman and six others. This crime shocked Taiwan and 
raised issues of the criminalization of local politics on the island. To date, 
ƿƩƣ�ơƽƫƸƣ�ƽƣƸƞƫƹƾ�ǀƹƾƺƶǁƣƢᄙ��ƹ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄕ�ƟǄᅟƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƩƣƶƢ�
for the county executives in Taoyuan and Hualien counties. In Taoyuan, 
the DPP nominee, Annette Lu� ᄬ�˦��ƾƫǀᅟƶƫƣƹ�呂秀蓮ᄭᄕ�ǂƺƹ�ƺǁƣƽǂƩƣƶƸ-
ƫƹƨƶǄ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇷᇷᄙᇵᇳ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄙ�ƹ��ǀƞƶƫƣƹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�����ƹƺƸƫƹƣƣᄕ��ƣƩ�
�ƞƺᅟƩǀƫ�葉燿煇, won.17

Voters chose new county executive and mayoral equivalents on 
�ƺǁƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇻᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄙ� ƹ� ƾƺƸƣ�ǂƞǄƾᄕ� ƿƩƫƾ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ�Ƹƞƾƾƫǁƣ���� victory. The 
DPP won twelve county executive and mayoral seats in both north and 
south Taiwanᄕ�ƞ�ƾǀƟƾƿƞƹƿƫƞƶ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƫǃ�ƻƺƾƫƿƫƺƹƾ�ǂƺƹ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵᄙ�
The KMT�ƺƹƶǄ�ǂƺƹ�ƣƫƨƩƿ�ơƺǀƹƿǄ�ƣǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣƾƩƫƻƾ�ᄬƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ��ƫƹƸƣƹ and 
Matsuᄭ�ƞƹƢ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƾƫǃ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƫƿƾƣƶƤᄙ��ƺƹᅟƻƞƽƿƫƾƞƹƾ�ǂƺƹ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƻƺƾƫƿƫƺƹƾᄙ�
In addition, the DPP actually outpolled the KMT�ƟǄ�ᇶᇵᄙᇴᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ᇶᇴᄙᇳᇴ�
ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄙ��ƺƹᅟƻƞƽƿƫƾƞƹƾ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇳᇴᄙᇻ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ�
Party�ƺƹƶǄ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇳᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ18

�ƣƿᄕ�ƞ�ƾƣƹƫƺƽ���� leader advised caution. While the KMT had lost over 
ƧƬǁƣ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƾƫƹơƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� had only gained just over two 
per cent. Most of the gains came from division within the KMT itself lead-
ing to “against party discipline” (weiji 違紀ᄭ� ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơƫƣƾᄙ� ƹ� ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ�
ƸƞƹǄ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ơƞƾƿ� ƿƩƣƫƽ�Ɵƞƶƶƺƿƾ� Ƥƺƽ�ƞ� ƾƻƣơƫƧƬơ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ� ƽƞƿƩƣƽ� ƿƩƞƹ� Ƥƺƽ�ƞ�
particular party.

17ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᇳᇶᄙ
18ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇶᇲᄕ�ᇴᇶᇻᅬᇴᇷᇴᄕ�ᇵᇳᇷᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƾƿƞƿƫƾƿƫơƾ�ƾƣƣᄕ�httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/

cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp?pass1=
ᇳᇻᇻᇹ�ᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲƞƞƞ, httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇹ�
ᇲᇲᇷ.pdf, and httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇹᇲᇲᇸ.pdf.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇵᇵ

The Legislative and Mayoral Elections of December 5, 1998

�ƹ� �ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇷᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ǁƺƿƣƽƾ� ơƩƺƾƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƹƣǃƿ� ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ. 
�ƺƸƻƞƽƣƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� did better, but the DPP and the New Party 
both suffered great losses. The KMT�ǂƺƹ�ᇳᇴᇵ�ƺƤ�ᇴᇴᇷ�ƾƣƞƿƾ�ƺƽ�ᇷᇶᄙᇸᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�
ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣƞƿƾ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇶᇸᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄕ�ƞƟƺǀƿ��ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƻƣƽơƣƹƿƞƨƣ�ƞƾ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ��ǀƿ�ƿƩƣ�����ƶƺƾƿ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƫƹ�ƾƣƞƿƾᄕ�ǂƫƹƹƫƹƨ�ᇹᇲ�ƺƤ�ᇴᇴᇷ�ƺƽ�ƻƽƺƻƺƽƿƫƺƹƞƿƣƶǄ�
ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ƿǂƺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�Ƥƣǂƣƽᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƫƹ�ǁƺƿƣƾᄕ�ưǀƾƿ�ƨƞƫƹƫƹƨ�ᇴᇻᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ�ƞ�ƶƺƾƾ�
ƺƤ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ᇵᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ơƺƸƻƞƽƣƢ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ��Ʃƣ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ�ƩƞƢ�ƞ�ơƞƶƞƸƫƿƺǀƾ�
Ƣƣơƶƫƹƣ�ǂƫƹƹƫƹƨ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇶᄙᇻ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣƞƿƾ�ơƺƸƻƞƽƣƢ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇴᄙᇺ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƫƹ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ��Ʃƣƫƽ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƢƽƺƻƻƣƢ�ƤƽƺƸ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ᇳᇴᄙᇻᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ᇹᄙᇳ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ���ǁƞƽƫ-
ety of small parties and non-partisans gained the rest of the vote and 
twenty seats.19

The new legislature included a large number of former provincial 
assemblymen who had now run for the legislatureᄙ� �ƣǁƣƽƞƶ� ƻƽƺƸƫƹƣƹƿ�
ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƫƞƹƾ�ƶƺƾƿ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƽǀƹƾ�Ƥƺƽ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ�ƾƣƞƿƾ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ��ƞƺ��Ʃƫƞᅟǂƣƹᄕ��ǀ�
Chingᄕ�ƞƹƢ��ƾƞƫ��ƩƫƩᅟǄǀƞƹ 蔡式淵 of the DPP, Ju Gau-jeng, Chen Kuei-
miao�ƞƹƢ��ƺƴ��ǀᅟƸƫƹƨ 郁慕明 of the New Party and Lin Cheng-chieh, a 
non-partisan Mainlander who had help found the DPPᄙ� �ƺƸƣ� ƞƹƞƶǄƾƿƾ�
said the New Party had gone from being a “key minority” to a “minority on 
the margins” and that it was a “bubble political party” that had popped.20

In Taipei and Kaohsiung municipalities, voters also cast their ballots 
for mayor and city council on the same day.21 In Taipei, incumbent mayor 
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ, the DPP�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣᄕ�ƽƞƹ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀ 馬英九, the 
KMT nominee. In this election, President Lee Teng-hui supported Ma 
�ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀᄕ�ƞ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽ born in Hong Kong, and claimed Ma was a “New 
Taiwaneseᄙᅺ��ƞ�ƨƞǁƣ�ƢƣƧƬƹƫƿƫƺƹ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƫƾ�ƹƣǂ� ƿƣƽƸᄕ� ᅸ�ǂƞƾ�ƟƽƺǀƨƩƿ�ǀƻ� ƫƹ�
Taiwan and raised on the nourishing food of Taiwan. I love Taiwan. I am 
a new Taiwanese.”22

19ᏺ
ƺƽ� ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƽƣƾǀƶƿƾᄕ� ƾƣƣ�httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇶᇳᇳ.asp?pass1=�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�
00000000000aaa and links, httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ��ᇳᇻᇻᇺᇲᇲᇷ.pdf and httpᄘᄧᄧ�
ᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ��ᇳᇻᇻᇺᇲᇲᇸ.pdfᄙ� �ƣƣ� ƞƶƾƺ� �Ʃƞƹƨ� 
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu 
Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ��ƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇴᄙ

20 Ibid.
21 As directly-administered or provincial-level municipalities (zhixiashi 直轄市ᄭᄕ�

Taipei and Kaohsiung were equivalent to Taiwan Province in status, but they were not 
“frozen” like Taiwan Province. Although they now became equivalent to a county, they 
still retained their special preferential funding compared to counties and to county-level 
municipalities.

22 Lee Teng-hui, The Road to Democracy: Taiwan’s Pursuit of Identity� ᄬ�ƺƴǄƺ� ƞƹƢ�
�Ǆƺƿƺᄘ�����ƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƣᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇻᇴᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇵᇶ

ƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇶᄕ� �Ʃƣƹ� �ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ had won against split oppositionᄙ� ƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ�
though the name of Wang Chien-shien, the New Party candidate, 
appeared on the ballot, Wang did not campaign and only two candidates 
ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ơƺƸƻƣƿƣƢᄙ�	ǁƣƽǄƺƹƣ�ƞƨƽƣƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƩƞƢ�ơƺƸƻƶƣƿƣƶǄ�
reformed the Taipei Municipal Government and he received cross-party 
ƻƽƞƫƾƣ�Ƥƺƽ�Ʃƫƾ�ƸƞǄƺƽƞƶƿǄᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƣǁƣƹ�ƿƩƺǀƨƩ�Ʃƣ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ᇹᇵᄕᇲᇲᇲ�Ƹƺƽƣ�
ǁƺƿƣƾ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇺ� ƿƩƞƹ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇶᄕ��Ʃƣƹ� ƶƺƾƿ�Ʃƫƾ�ƟƫƢ� Ƥƺƽ� ƽƣᅟƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ��ƞƫƻƣƫ�Ʃƞƾ�
Taiwanᅷƾ� ƶƞƽƨƣƾƿ� ơƺƹơƣƹƿƽƞƿƫƺƹ� ƺƤ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽƾ and while only ten per 
ơƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� �ƞƫƻƣƫᅷƾ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽƾ� ǁƺƿƣƢ� Ƥƺƽ� �Ʃƣƹᄕ23 many Taiwanese voted 
Ƥƺƽ��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀ, who became the new mayor of Taipei.24

In Kaohsiung, the KMT incumbent, Wu Den-yih ran for re-election 
against Frank Hsieh�ᄬ�ƾƫƣƩ��Ʃƞƹƨᅟƿƫƹƨᄭᄕ�ƿƩƣ�����ơƩƞƶƶƣƹƨƣƽᄙ�ƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇶᄕ��ǀ�
had defeated the DPP nominee by over 111,000 votes, a margin greater 
ƿƩƞƹ�ᇳᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ�ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƺƶƶƾ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�ƾƩƺǂƣƢ��ǀ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƞ�ƶƣƞƢ�ƺƤ�
more than ten per cent. Thus, when the election began, the Wu Den-yih 
Ƥƺƽơƣƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�Ƽǀƫƿƣ�ơƺƹƧƬƢƣƹƿᄙ25

The influential Global Views Magazine (Yuanjian zazhi 遠見雜誌) had 
completed a survey of local mayors and county executives in which Wu 
Den-yih placed dead last as the worst local leader. Frank Hsieh began to 
ơƽƫƿƫơƫǅƣ��ǀᅷƾ� ƽƣơƺƽƢᄘ� ᅸƹ�ƣƫƨƩƿ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƞƾ�ƸƞǄƺƽᄕ�Ʃƣ�Ʃƞƾ�Ƣƺƹƣ�ƟƞƢƶǄᄙ��ƹƣ�
still cannot drink Kaohsiungᅷƾ�ǂƞƿƣƽᄙ��ƣƺƻƶƣ�Ʃƞǁƣ� ƶƺƹƨ�ƾƩƺǀƿƣƢ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ƞ�
rapid transport system, but there is still not even a shadow of one. Every 
ƢƞǄ�ƤƽƺƸ�Ƹƺƽƹƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƹƫƨƩƿᄕ�ƿƩƣǄ�ưǀƾƿ�ƾƻƣƞƴ�ƿƩƣ�ᅵ�ƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��ǂƫƹƢƶƣƽƾᄙᅷᅺ26 The 
campaign descended into the mud with both sides engaging in particu-
larly unsavory tactics. In the end, Frank Hsieh narrowly defeated Wu 
Den-yih�ƟǄ�ᇶᄕᇷᇸᇷ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƺǀƿ�ƺƤ�ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ᇺᇲᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲ�Ɵƞƶƶƺƿƾ�ơƞƾƿᄙ27

Although Frank Hsieh won the mayoral election in Kaohsiung, in the 
simultaneous City Council election, the DPP did badly both in terms of 
votes and in terms of seats. In Kaohsiung, the KMT dominated and non-
partisans also did reasonably well. In the Taipei City Council election, 

23ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇲᄙ
24ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƾƿƞƿƫƾƿƫơƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp?pass1=�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�

ᇲᇸᇵᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲƞƞƞᄙ� 
ƺƽ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇶ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ� ƽƣƾǀƶƿƾᄕ� ƾƣƣ� httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp 
?pass1=�ᇳᇻᇻᇶᇲᇸᇵᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲƞƞƞ.

25ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇲᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƾƿƞƿƫƾƿƫơƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp?pass1=�ᇳᇻᇻᇶᇲᇸᇶᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲ�
aaa.

26ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇳᄙ��Ʃƣ� ƿƣƽƸ�ƿƽƞƹƾƶƞƿƣƢ�ƞƾ� ᅸ�ƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��ǂƫƹƢƶƣƽƾᅺ� ƫƾ��ƺƴƴƫƣƹ. The Chinese 
characters are 白賊話.

27ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƾƿƞƿƫƾƿƫơƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp?pass1=�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�
ᇲᇸᇶᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲᇲƞƞƞ.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇵᇷ

Ƣƣƾƻƫƿƣ��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀᅷƾ�ƸƞǄƺƽƞƶ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� did quite poorly while 
the DPP and the New Party�ƢƫƢ�ƽƞƿƩƣƽ�ǂƣƶƶ�ᄬƾƣƣ��ƞƟƶƣ�ᇷᄙᇳ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�
ƽƣƾǀƶƿƾᄭᄙ28 Thus, in both cities, the mayors faced city councils in which 
their political party controlled only a minority of seats.

Table 5.1. City Council elections in Taipei and Kaohsiung, December 5, 1998
   Taipei    Kaohsiung
Vote Seats Vote Seats

KMT 40.1% 23 45.2% 25
DPP 31.0% 19 26.8%  9
New Party 18.6%  9  3.8%  1
Non-Partisans  6.3%  1 22.3%  9

Total 96.0% 52 98.1% 44

President Lee Moves in a New Direction

When Lee Teng-hui became president�ƫƹ��ƞƹǀƞƽǄ�ᇳᇻᇺᇺᄕ�Ʃƣ�ƤƞơƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƿƽƺƹƨ�
Mainlander elite that remained in power following the colonial govern-
ment of Presidents Chiang Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo. Lee then 
ƸƺǁƣƢ� ơƞǀƿƫƺǀƾƶǄ� ƞƾ� ƣǃƻƶƞƫƹƣƢ� ƫƹ��Ʃƞƻƿƣƽ� ᇵᄙ��ƹƶǄ� ƞƤƿƣƽ� ƿƩƣ� ƞƹƿƫᅟ�ƞƫƹ-
stream�ƶƺƾƿ�ƨƽƺǀƹƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�Ƥǀƶƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ on December 
ᇳᇻᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇴ�ǂƞƾ��ƣƣ�ƞƟƶƣ�ƿƺ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿ�ƞ� ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣ” to the premiership. In a 
ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬơƞƹƿ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇵᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇶ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂ�ǂƫƿƩ��ƩƫƟƞ��Ǆʤƿƞƽʤ, Lee did call the 
KMT “a regime that came [to Taiwan] from the outside” (wailai zhengquan 
外來政權ᄭᄕ� ƾƺƸƣƿƫƸƣƾ� ƿƽƞƹƾƶƞƿƣƢ� ƞƹ� ᅸƞƹ� ƞƶƫƣƹ� ƽƣƨƫƸƣᄙᅺ29� �ƣƿᄕ� �ƣƣ�
remained moderate in his statements about China� ƞƹƢ�ƞƟƺǀƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ƻƺƾƾƫƟƶƣ�Ƥǀƿǀƽƣ�ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢᄙ

ƹ�Ʃƫƾ� ƹƞǀƨǀƽƞƿƫƺƹ��ƻƣƣơƩ�ƺƤ��ƞǄ�ᇴᇲᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄕ��ƣƣ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ and 
the mainland are indivisible parts of Chinaᅷƾ�ƿƣƽƽƫƿƺƽǄᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƞƶƶ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ are 
compatriots of the same flesh and blood.”30��ƹ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ�ᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄕ��ƣƣ�Ƥƺƽ-
ƸƞƶƶǄ� ƣƾƿƞƟƶƫƾƩƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� �ƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ� �ƺǀƹơƫƶ� (guojia tongyi wei-

28ᏺ�ƺǀƽơƣƾ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƞƟƶƣ� ᇷᄙᇳᄘ� httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�	ᇳᇻᇻᇺᇸᇵᇷ.pdf, httpᄘᄧᄧ�
ᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�	ᇳᇻᇻᇺᇸᇵᇸ.pdf, httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�	ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�
ᇸᇶᇷ.pdf, and httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/%ᇷ�ƻƢƤ%ᇷ�	ᇳᇻᇻᇺᇸᇶᇸ.pdf. 

29ᏺ�ƣƣᅷƾ�ƣƹƣƸƫƣƾ�ƢƫƾƿƺƽƿƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺƹƿƣƹƿƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂ�ƫƹ�ƺƽƢƣƽ�ƿƺ�ƞƿƿƞơƴ��ƣƣᄙ�
ƺƽ�
Ƹƺƽƣ�Ƣƣƿƞƫƶƾ�ƺƹ� ƿƩƣ��ƩƫƟƞ� ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂ� ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ� ƽƣƤƣƽƣƹơƣƾᄕ� ƾƣƣ� �ƞơƺƟƾ�ƞƹƢ��ƫǀᄕ�
ᅸ�ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ�ƞƹƢ�ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷᄕᅺ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇵᄙ

30ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ƽƣƤƣƽƣƹơƣƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇳᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇵᇸ

yuanhui 國家統一委員會ᄭᄕ�ƞ�ƟƺƢǄ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ��ƦƧƬơƣ that estab - 
ƶƫƾƩƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ��ǀƫƢƣƶƫƹƣƾ�(guojia tongyi gangling 國家
統一綱領ᄭ� ƺƹ� 
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ� ᇴᇵᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇳᄙ� �Ʃƫƾ� ƢƺơǀƸƣƹƿ� ƾƿƞƿƣƢᄕ� ᅸƿƩƣ�ƸƞƫƹƶƞƹƢ�
ƞƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƞƽƣ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƿƣƽƽƫƿƺƽƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞᄕᅺ�Ɵǀƿ�ᅸ�ƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�Ƹǀƾƿ�Ɵƣ�ƨƽƞƢǀ-
ally reached in phases under the principles of rationality, peace, equality 
and mutuality.”31 Taiwan also recognized that it did not control the 
Chinese�ƸƞƫƹƶƞƹƢ� ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƴƣǄ�ƢƺơǀƸƣƹƿƾᄘ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇳᇲ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ƺƤ�ᇳᇻᇻᇳᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƹƞƶ�ơƶƞǀƾƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƻƩƞƾƣ�ƺƤ�
ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ��ǀƫƢƣƶƫƹƣƾᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƣƽƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸƻƣƽƫƺƢ�ƺƤ�
national mobilization for the suppression of the communist rebellion” 
ƣƦƤƣơƿƫǁƣ�ƺƹ��ƞǄ�ᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇳᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ǂƺƽƢƾ�ƺƤ�ƞƹ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶ�ƾƺǀƽơƣᄕ�ᅸ�Ʃǀƾᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� 
government recognized the fact that two equal political entities exist in 
two independent areas of one country.”32 As noted earlier in this chap-
ƿƣƽᄕ�Ƣƣƾƻƫƿƣ�ƨƽƣƞƿ�ƻƽƺǁƺơƞƿƫƺƹ�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ơƞƸ-
paign, Lee Teng-hui in his inauguration speech�ƺƤ��ƞǄ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƽƣƸƞƫƹƣƢ�
ơƺƹơƫƶƫƞƿƺƽǄ�ƿƺǂƞƽƢƾ��Ʃƫƹƞᄙ�	ǁƣƹ�ƞƾ�ƶƞƿƣ�ƞƾ��ǀƶǄ�ᇴᇴᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺ�ƫƹ�ƞ�ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�
�ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ��ƺǀƹơƫƶᄕ��ƣƣ�ƽƣƫƿƣƽƞƿƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�Ʃƫƹƞ�Ƹǀƾƿ�Ɵƣ�ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬƣƢᄕᅺ�
ƿƩƺǀƨƩ�ᅸƿƩƫƾ�ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�Ƹǀƾƿ�Ɵƣ�ǀƹƢƣƽ�ƞ�ƾǄƾƿƣƸ�ƺƤ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞơǄ, freedom 
and equitable prosperity that will safeguard the rights and interests of all 
Chinese, and is in keeping with the global trend.”33 The second Koo-
Wang talks took place in Beijing�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄙ��ơơƺƽƢƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƻƞƽ-
ticipants, while polite, these talks achieved nothing.34

None of these overtures to China received any positive response. This 
led to a sharp change in President� �ƣƣᅷƾ� ƺǁƣƽƿ� �Ʃƫƹƞ� ƻƺƶƫơǄ� ƿƩƞƿ� ǂƞƾ�
expressed openly in an interview President Lee had with Deutsche Welle 
ƺƹ� �ǀƶǄ� ᇹᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ�ǂƽƫƿƿƣƹ� Ƽǀƣƾƿƫƺƹ� ƻƽƣǁƫƺǀƾƶǄ� ƾǀƟƸƫƿƿƣƢ� ƟǄ� ƿƩƣ�
German broadcaster included the text, “Taiwan is considered by Beijingᅷƾ�
ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ᅵƽƣƹƣƨƞƢƣ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƣᄙᅷᅺ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�Ƥƺƶƶƺǂ-
ƫƹƨ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿᄘ� ᅸ�Ʃƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇳ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƻƶƞơƣƢ�ơƽƺƾƾᅟ
strait relations as a state-to-state relationship or at least a special 
state-to-state relationship, rather than an internal relationship between a 
legitimate government and a renegade group, or between a central gov-
ƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ� ƞƹƢ� ƞ� ƶƺơƞƶ� ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄙᅺ� ᄬ�Ʃƣ� ƿƣƽƸ� Ƥƺƽ� ƾƿƞƿƣ� Ʃƣƽƣ� ƫƾ� guo 國, 
ƾƺƸƣƿƫƸƣƾ�ƿƽƞƹƾƶƞƿƣƢ�ƞƾ�ᅸƹƞƿƫƺƹᄙᅺᄭ35

31 For original references, see Ibid.
32ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ƾƺǀƽơƣƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇳᅬᇵᇺᇴᄙ
33ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ƾƺǀƽơƣƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇹᄙ
34ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇹᅬᇵᇺᇺᄙ
35 The last part of this paragraph and the rest of this section come from Ibid., 

ƻƻᄙ�ᇵᇺᇺᅬᇵᇻᇲᄙ��ƣƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƾƺǀƽơƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ƾƺǀƽơƣƾᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇵᇹ

�Ʃƣ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣ�ƿƺ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ�ǂƞƾ�ƫƸƸƣƢƫƞƿƣ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƫƹ��ƣƫưƫƹƨ and in 
Taipei. The Chinese� ƽƣƞơƿƣƢ�ƾƿƽƺƹƨƶǄ� ƿƺ��ƣƣᅷƾ�Ƣƣƾơƽƫƻƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ơƽƺƾƾᅟ�ƿƽƞƫƿ�
relations as “special state-to-state” relations and cancelled Wang Daohanᅷƾ�
ƻƶƞƹƹƣƢ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻ� ǁƫƾƫƿ� ƿƺ��ƞƫǂƞƹ. The Lianhe bao (聯合報, United 
Daily News), the most “pro-Chinaᅺ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�Ƹƞưƺƽ�ƹƣǂƾƻƞƻƣƽƾᄕ�ơƞƶƶƣƢ�
�ƣƣᅷƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ�ᅸƿǂƺᅟƾƿƞƿƣƾ�ƿƩƣƺƽǄ” (liangguo lun 兩國論). Although orig-
inally an attack on Lee, the term “two-states theory” has now become part 
ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƶƣǃƫơƺƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƫƾ�ǀƾƣƢ�ƟǄ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƞƾ�ǂƣƶƶ�ƞƾ�ƟǄ�
his enemies.

�ƣƣᅷƾ�ᅸƾƻƣơƫƞƶ�ƾƿƞƿƣᅟƿƺᅟƾƿƞƿƣ” relations did represent an abrupt change 
in Taiwanᅷƾ�ƻƺƶƫơǄᄙ��Ʃƣ�ǂƽƫƿƣƽ�Ʃƞƾ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿƣƢ�ƞ�ƹǀƸƟƣƽ�ƺƤ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂƾ�ǂƫƿƩ�
people involved in the development of this policy. At the time research 
ƨƽƺǀƻƾᄕ�ƻƽƫƸƞƽƫƶǄ�ơƺƸƻƺƾƣƢ�ƺƤ�ƞơƞƢƣƸƫơƾᄕ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƣǃƞƸƫƹƫƹƨ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƶƣƨƞƶ�
status, especially in light of international law. Charged with attempting to 
ƾƿƽƣƹƨƿƩƣƹ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ƾƺǁƣƽƣƫƨƹƿǄᄕ� ƿƩƣǄ�ƸƞƢƣ�ƸƞƹǄ� ƽƣƻƺƽƿƾᄙ� �ƹƣ� ƽƣƻƺƽƿ�
contained a small section by one professor which mentioned “special 
state-to-state” relations, a phrase Lee liked and used in the interview.

ƹ�ƞƹ�ƣǃƿƣƹƢƣƢ�ƨƽƺǀƻ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂ�ƺƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇶᄕ��ƣƣ�ƨƞǁƣ�ơƺƹ-
siderable detail behind his decision to make this statement. He noted 
that originally Wang Daohan was scheduled to come to Taiwan in April 
ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ� Ɵǀƿ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƣƫưƫƹƨ� ƻƺƾƿƻƺƹƣƢ� ƿƩƫƾ� ƿƺ� �ơƿƺƟƣƽ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄙ� �ƣƣ� ƤƣƞƽƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ�
�ƫƞƹƨ��ƣƸƫƹ�ǂƞƾ�ƨƺƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƞƹƹƺǀƹơƣ��ƞƹƨᅷƾ�ƿƽƫƻ�ƿƺ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƺƤ�
�ơƿƺƟƣƽᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƤƿƫƣƿƩ� ƞƹƹƫǁƣƽƾƞƽǄ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƣƾƿƞƟƶƫƾƩƸƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� �ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ�
Republic, as a great victory for the Chinese Revolution.

Initially, President Lee would have preferred an interview with Time or 
Newsweek, but they did not make a request for an interview, so he used 
the opportunity of the interview with Deutsche Welle. The original ques-
tions were in written form and Lee was also presented with draft 
responses prepared by either the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs or 
ƿƩƣ� �ƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ� ƹƤƺƽƸƞƿƫƺƹ� �ƦƧƬơƣ. In Chineseᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� Ƽǀƣƾƿƫƺƹ�
referred to a “province in rebellion” (panluan sheng 叛亂省ᄭ. Angered, 
Lee answered that Taiwan is not a province and that relations with China 
were of a special state-to-state nature. In response to a direct question 
from the writer, Lee stated that he “deliberately” (guyi 故意ᄭ�ƸƞƢƣ�ƿƩƫƾ�
statement to prevent Wang Daohan from coming to Taiwan at that time 
ƞƾ�Ʃƣ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ǂƞƹƿ��ƫƞƹƨ��ƣƸƫƹ�ƿƺ�ƣǃƻƶƺƫƿ��ƞƹƨᅷƾ�ƿƽƫƻ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ƟƽƣƞƴƿƩƽƺǀƨƩ�
ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƤƿƫƣƿƩ�ƞƹƹƫǁƣƽƾƞƽǄ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƺǀƹƢƫƹƨ�ƺƤ�
ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ.

ƹ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻ�ƸƞƹǄ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƫƹ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ�ǂƣƽƣ� ơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢ� ƞƟƺǀƿ� ᅸ�ǂƺ� �ƿƞƿƣƾ�
Theory.” Later, many people became upset when President��Ʃƣƹ��Ʃǀƫᅟ
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chapter fiveᇳᇵᇺ

bian� ƾƫƸƫƶƞƽƶǄ�ƢƣơƶƞƽƣƢ�ƺƹ��ǀƨǀƾƿ�ᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇴ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƿƩƣƽƣ� ƫƾ� ᅸƞ� ƾƿƞƿƣ�ƺƹ�ƣƞơƩ�
side” (yibian yiguo 一邊一國ᄭ ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� �ƿƽƞƫƿ. However, in just a 
short period of time, these ideas have now become part of “mainstream” 
thinking in Taiwan and no longer create controversy.

The Fifth and Sixth Sets of Constitutional Amendments, September 1999 
and April 2000

�ǀƽƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� ƣƞƽƶǄ� Ʃƺǀƽƾ� ƺƤ� �ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇶᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ36 the National Assembly 
ƞƻƻƽƺǁƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƤƿƩ� ƾƣƿ� ƺƤ� ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ� ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ� ǀƹƢƣƽ� �ƣƣ� �ƣƹƨᅟ
huiᅷƾ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹơǄᄙ� �ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Lee promulgated these amendments on 
�ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇷᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƧƬƤƿƩ�ƾƣƿ�ƺƤ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ƸƞƫƹƶǄ�ơƩƞƹƨƣƢ�
the size and the method of electing the National Assembly. In accord 
ǂƫƿƩ� ƿƩƣ� ƽƣƾƺƶǀƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿ��ƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ, the 
size of the National Assembly was reduced to three hundred members. 
Also, in accord with the National Development Conference resolution, 
the method of election was changed to “proportional representation.”37 
However, the amendments raised two questions. First, why were these 
amendments not made during the fourth set of constitutional amend-
Ƹƣƹƿƾ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄞ��ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�ǂƩǄ�ƢƫƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣ�ƿƺ�Ʃƞǁƣ�
terms when the National Development Conference had called for their 
suspension?38� ƹ�Ƥƞơƿᄕ� ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƤƿƩ�ƾƣƿ�ƺƤ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢ�
that the party and non-party votes received in the Legislative Branch 
elections should be used to elect the National Assembly members in “pro-
ƻƺƽƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƽƣƻƽƣƾƣƹƿƞƿƫƺƹᅺ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹƾᄙ�ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƤƿƩ�ƾƣƿ�ƺƤ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀ-
tional amendments extended the terms of both the legislature and the 
�ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�ƿƺ��ǀƹƣ�ᇵᇲᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇴᄕ�ƞƹ�ƣǃƿƣƹƾƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ�ƿƣƽƸ�
ƟǄ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƸƺƹƿƩƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�ƿƣƽƸ�ƟǄ�ƿǂƺ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƤƺƽƿǄᅟ
two days.

�ƹƣ�ƩǀƹƢƽƣƢ�ƿǂƣƹƿǄ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƺƽƾ thought these constitutional amend-
ments were unconstitutional for several reasons and asked the Council of 
Grand Justices, Taiwanᅷƾ��ƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƺǀƽƿᄕ�Ƥƺƽ�ƞ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƫƹƿƣƽ-
pretationᄙ�ƹ��ƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƹƿƣƽƻƽƣƿƞƿƫƺƹ��ƺᄙ�ᇶᇻᇻᄕ�ƢƞƿƣƢ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�
ƿƩƣ��ƽƞƹƢ��ǀƾƿƫơƣƾ�ƢƣơƶƞƽƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƤƿƩ�ƾƣƿ�ƺƤ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ƿƺ�

36ᏺ�Ʃƣ� Ƣƞƿƣ� ƺƤ� �ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇵᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻ� ƨƫǁƣƹ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶ� ǄƣƞƽƟƺƺƴ� ƫƾ�ǂƽƺƹƨᄖ� ƾƣƣᄕ� Ƥƺƽ�
example, The Republic of China Yearbook 2000 ᄬ�ƞƫƻƣƫᄘ��ƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ƹƤƺƽƸƞƿƫƺƹ��ƦƧƬơƣᄕ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᇺᇷᄙ

37 National Development Conference Resolutionsᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᄙ
38 Ibid.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇵᇻ

be unconstitutional. Thus, the Constitution went back to the version 
ƞƸƣƹƢƣƢ�ƺƹ��ǀƶǄ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƽƺƸǀƶƨƞƿƣƢ�ƺƹ��ǀƶǄ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄙ39

�ƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƹƿƣƽƻƽƣƿƞƿƫƺƹ��ƺᄙ�ᇶᇻᇻ raised several reasons for ruling 
ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƤƿƩ� ƾƣƿ� ƺƤ� ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ� ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ� ǀƹơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶᄙ� 
ƫƽƾƿᄕ� ƿƩƣ�
�ƣơƺƹƢ� ƞƹƢ� �ƩƫƽƢ� �ƣƞƢƫƹƨ� ǁƺƿƣƾ� ƿƺƺƴ� ƻƶƞơƣ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƻƽƣᅟƢƞǂƹ� Ʃƺǀƽƾ� ƺƤ�
�ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ� ᇶᄙ��ƶƿƩƺǀƨƩ� ƿƩƣ� ǁƺƿƣ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� �ƣơƺƹƢ��ƣƞƢƫƹƨ�ƩƞƢ� ƤƞƫƶƣƢᄕ� ƿƩƣ�
Third Reading went ahead in violation of the National Assemblyᅷƾ�ƽǀƶƣƾ�ƺƤ�
ƻƽƺơƣƢǀƽƣᄙ��ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�ƿƩƣƾƣ��ƣơƺƹƢ�ƞƹƢ��ƩƫƽƢ��ƣƞƢƫƹƨ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƿƺƺƴ�ƻƶƞơƣ�ƟǄ�
ƾƣơƽƣƿ�Ɵƞƶƶƺƿᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƿƺƺ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄᅷƾ�ƽǀƶƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƻƽƺ-
cedure. Third, the Council of Grand Justices ruled that a vote for the 
Legislature could not also be a vote for National Assembly. In addition, 
the “proportional representation” formula discriminated against non-
partisans. 

Fourth, the tying of the National Assembly term to that of the 
Legislature also creates confusion, especially since the president can dis-
miss the legislatureᄙ� �Ʃǀƾᄕ� �ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ� ᇶᄕ� �ƞƽƞƨƽƞƻƩ� ᇵ� ǂƩƫơƩ� ƾƣƿƾ� ƿƩƣ�
dates for the Fourth and Fifth legislatures contradicts the provision that 
the president can dismiss a legislature. Fifth, the constitutional amend-
ments arbitrarily extended the terms of the Legislature and National 
Assembly. In addition, members of both bodies would have received 
increased remuneration, despite not having been to the polls, another 
ǀƹơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿᄙ��ƫǃƿƩᄕ�ƞơơƺƽƢƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƻƽƣƾƣƹƿƞƿƫƺƹƾ�ƨƫǁƣƹ�
to the court, the original terms of the Legislature were to enable it to deal 
ǂƫƿƩ�ƧƬƾơƞƶ�Ƹƞƿƿƣƽƾᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƣǃƿƣƹƾƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƣƽƸƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣ�ᄬƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�
�ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� �ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄᄭ� ƿƺ� �ǀƹƣ� ᇵᇲᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇴ� ǂƺǀƶƢ� Ʃƞǁƣ� ǀƻƾƣƿ� ƿƩƫƾ� ƽƺǀƿƫƹƣᄕ�
ƿƩƺǀƨƩᄕ�ƞƾ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƣƞƽƶƫƣƽᄕ�ƾƫƹơƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ�ơƞƹ�ƹƺǂ�ƢƫƾƸƫƾƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨ-
islature if the legislature�ƣǃƻƽƣƾƾƣƾ�ƹƺ�ơƺƹƧƬƢƣƹơƣ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽ.40

Constitutional Interpretation��ƺᄙ� ᇶᇻᇻ� ƽƞƹƨƣƢ�ǂƫƢƣƶǄ� ƶƺƺƴƫƹƨ�ƞƿ�ƟƺƿƩ�
Republic of China constitutional precedents and at international cases 
such as those in Germany, Austria, Italy, Turkey�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ. 
But, despite all the legal language, what comes through very clearly is the 

39ᏺ
ƺƽ��ƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƹƿƣƽƻƽƣƿƞƿƫƺƹ��ƺᄙ�ᇶᇻᇻ, see httpᄘᄧᄧwww.judicial.gov.tw/consti-
tutionalcourt/ƻᇲᇵᇇᇲᇳ.asp?expno=ᇶᇻᇻ. An English version, also on the website of the Judi-
cial Branch, is available at httpᄘᄧᄧwww.judicial.gov.tw/constitutionalcourt/EN/ƻᇲᇵᇇᇲᇳ 
.asp?expno=ᇶᇻᇻ. This English version lacks the six concurrent and dissenting opinions as 
well as the original petition of the 120 members of the legislature. The writer has used 
�ƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƹƿƣƽƻƽƣƿƞƿƫƺƹ��ƺᄙ�ᇶᇻᇻ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƟƺǁƣ�Ƣƫƾơǀƾƾƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺƹƿƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƤƿƩ�
set of constitutional amendments.

40 These six reasons bring together the arguments in Constitutional Interpretation 
�ƺᄙ�ᇶᇻᇻᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƹǀƸƟƣƽƫƹƨ�ƫƾ�ƿƩƣ�ǂƽƫƿƣƽᅷƾ�ƞƹƢ�Ƣƺƣƾ�ƹƺƿ�ƞơơƺƽƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ�ƹǀƸƟƣƽƫƹƨ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
Interpretation itself.
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chapter fiveᇳᇶᇲ

ƾƣƹƾƣ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƤƿƩ� ƾƣƿ�ƺƤ� ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƞƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ǀƹơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀ-
tional for a whole variety of reasons. 

The Council of Grand Justices issued Constitutional Interpretation No. 
ᇶᇻᇻ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇶᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ưǀƾƿ� Ƥƺǀƽ�ƢƞǄƾ� ƞƤƿƣƽ� ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄙ��ƹ��ƻƽƫƶ�ᇴᇶᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ approved a revised sixth set of 
constitutional amendments and President Lee promulgated them the 
next day.41

Amendment 1 says that a National Assembly of three hundred mem-
bers will be elected by proportional representation within nine months of 
the Legislature announcing a proposal to amend the constitution or alter 
national territory or within three months of the Legislature calling for the 
impeachment of the president or vice-president. National Assembly 
members will convene within ten days of their election and will stay in 
ƾƣƾƾƫƺƹ�Ƥƺƽ�ƹƺ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƺƹƣ�ƸƺƹƿƩᄙ��Ʃƣƫƽ�ƿƣƽƸ�ƺƤ�ƺƦƧƬơƣ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƣƹƢ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�
last day of the session. In addition, the terms of the Third National 
�ƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƣƹƢ�ƺƹ��ƞǄ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƹƣǂ�ƻƽƺơƣƢǀƽƣƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ǀƾƣƢ�ƫƹ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄕ�ƞƾ�ƢƫƾơǀƾƾƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�ơƩƞƻƿƣƽᄙ

�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ�ᇶ�Ƣƣƞƶƿ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƞƶƿƣƽƫƹƨ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƿƣƽƽƫƿƺƽǄᄘ
The territory of the Republic of Chinaᄕ� ƢƣƧƬƹƣƢ� ƟǄ� ƫƿƾ� ƣǃƫƾƿƫƹƨ� ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�
boundaries, shall not be altered unless initiated upon the proposal of one-
ƤƺǀƽƿƩ�ƺƤ�ƞƶƶ�ƸƣƸƟƣƽƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ��ǀƞƹᄕ�ƻƞƾƾƣƢ�ƟǄ�ƿƩƽƣƣᅟƤƺǀƽƿƩƾ�ƺƤ�
ƿƩƣ�ƸƣƸƟƣƽƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ��ǀƞƹ�ƻƽƣƾƣƹƿ�ƞƿ�ƞ�Ƹƣƣƿƫƹƨ�ƽƣƼǀƫƽƫƹƨ�ƞ�Ƽǀƺ-
rum of three-fourths of all the members, and approved by three-fourths of 
the delegates to the National Assembly present at a meeting requiring a 
quorum of two-thirds of all the delegates.42

�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ�ᇺᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�Ƣƣƞƶƿ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƽƣƸǀƹƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿǀƽƣᄕ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢᄘ�
“Except for general annual adjustments, individual regulations on 
increase of remuneration or pay shall take effect starting with the subse-
Ƽǀƣƹƿ��ƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƫǁƣ��ǀƞƹᄙᅺ43 Expenses for convening the National Assembly 
would be regulated by law.

�ƸƣƹƢƸƣƹƿ�ᇻ�ƣƹƞƟƶƣƢ�ƸƺƢƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹƾ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�Ƥǀƹơƿƫƺƹƾᄕ�ƺƻƣƽƞƿƫƺƹƾ�ƞƹƢ�
organization of the Taiwan Provincial Government to be regulated by 
law. Amendment 10, the “motherhood” clause, now also guaranteed a 
variety of services to the physically and mentally handicapped, empha-

41 For the text of this sixth set of constitutional amendments, see ROC Yearbook 
2000ᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇸᇺᇷᅬᇸᇻᇲᄙ

42ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇸᇺᇹᅬᇸᇺᇺᄙ
43ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᇺᇻᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇶᇳ

sized social welfare services for citizens, and respect to members of the 
military. The other amendments encapsulated earlier amendments.

The September 21, 1999 Earthquake

�ƿ� ᇳᄘᇶᇹ�ƞƸ�ƺƹ��ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇳᄕ� ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ǂƺƽƾƿ� ƽƣơƺƽƢƣƢ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ 
ƾƩƺƺƴ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƾƶƞƹƢ�ƞƹƢ�ƾƩƞƿƿƣƽƣƢ�ơƣƹƿƽƞƶ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄙ��ƣơƺƽƢƣƢ�ƞƿ�Ɵƣƿǂƣƣƹ�ᇹᄙᇵ�
ƞƹƢ� ᇹᄙᇸ� ƺƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƶƺƨƞƽƫƿƩƸƫơ��ƫơƩƿƣƽ� ƾơƞƶƣᄕ44 the earthquake killed more 
ƿƩƞƹ�ᇴᄕᇶᇲᇲ��ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣ. Like the great Tangshan�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ�ƺƤ��ǀƶǄ�ᇴᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇹᇸ�
ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƫơƩǀƞƹ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ�ƺƤ��ƞǄ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇳ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ 
in Taiwan had political repercussions.

The fastest and most effective groups to begin earthquake relief were a 
variety of religious organizations that had basically developed since 
Taiwan had democratized.45 In contrast, governmental relief efforts 
appeared slow and bureaucratic. Although at least one poll suggested 
ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ�ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƟƣƹƣƧƬƿƣƢ�ƣƞƽƶǄ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�
from his roles in the earthquake,46 most commentators believed that 
�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᅷƾ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ�ƽƣƶƫƣƤ�ƣƦƤƺƽƿƾ�Ʃǀƽƿ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄᄙ47

Nominations for the 2000 Presidential Campaign

In both the KMT and the DPPᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺƹƿƣƾƿ�Ƥƺƽ�ƹƺƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ�ƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƞƽƿǄᅷƾ�
candidate for president in the March 2000 election was hard-fought. In 
the KMT both Vice-President Lien Chan and former Provincial Governor 
�ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ᄬ�ǀƹƨ��ƩǀᅟǄǀᄭ�ƢƣƾƫƽƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƺƾƫƿƫƺƹᄙ��ƺƿƩ�ƩƞƢ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ơƶƺƾƣ�ƿƺ�
President� ᄬƞƹƢ���� Party Chairmanᄭ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫᄙ� ƹ� Ƥƞơƿᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�
Ɵƣƣƹ� ƞ� ƴƣǄ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽ� ƺƤ� �ƣƣᅷƾ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƢƞǄƾ� Ƥƺƶƶƺǂƫƹƨ� �ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Chiang 

44 Brian Hsu and William Ide, “Quake of the century,” Taipei Timesᄕ��ƣƻƿƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇴᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ��ƹ� ƿƩƣ��ƫơƩƿƣƽ� ƾơƞƶƣᄕ�ƞ�ƸƞƨƹƫƿǀƢƣ�ᇹ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣ is ten times more powerful 
ƿƩƞƹ�ƞ�ƸƞƨƹƫƿǀƢƣ�ᇸ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣᄙ��ƣơƩƹƫơƞƶƶǄᄕ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƿƣƹᅟƤƺƶƢ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ�ƫƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣᅷƾ�
amplitude of ground oscillations. In fact, the energy released by the earthquake increases 
ᇵᇳ� ƿƫƸƣƾ� Ƥƺƽ� ƣƞơƩ�ǂƩƺƶƣ� ƹǀƸƟƣƽ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� �ƫơƩƿƣƽ� ƾơƞƶƣᄙ� �ƣƣ�httpᄘᄧᄧearthquake.usgs.gov/
learning/topics/richter.php.

45 Richard Madsen, Democracy’s Dharma: Religious Renaissance and Political Devel-
opment in Taiwan� ᄬ�ƣƽƴƣƶƣǄᄕ� �ƺƾ� �ƹƨƣƶƣƾ� ƞƹƢ� �ƺƹƢƺƹᄘ� �ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ� ƺƤ� �ƞƶƫƤƺƽƹƫƞ� �ƽƣƾƾᄕ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇹᄭᄙ

46ᏺ�Ʃƣƹ� �ƺᅟưƫƹƹᄕ� ᅸ�ƫƣƹᅷƾ� ƣƶƣơƿƺƽƞƶ� Ƥƺƽƿǀƹƣƾ� ƽƫƾƣ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƣƞƽƿƩƼǀƞƴƣᅷƾ� ƽǀƫƹƾᄕᅺ� Taipei 
Timesᄕ��ơƿƺƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇺᄙ

47ᏺƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂƾ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai II, 
ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇻᄕ�ᇴᇺᇲᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇶᇴ

Ching-kuoᅷƾ�ƢƣƞƿƩ�ƫƹ��ƞƹǀƞƽǄ�ᇳᇻᇺᇺᄙ��ƺƺƹƨᄕ�ǀƹƢƣƽ��ƣƣᅷƾ�ƻƞƿƽƺƹƞƨƣᄕ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�
�ƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄᅟ�ƣƹƣƽƞƶ of the KMT�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇻᄕ�ǂƞƾ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƣƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ Provincial 
Governor�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵ�ƞƹƢ�ǂƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƽ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ��ƺǁƣƽƹƺƽ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇶᄙ�
Clearly, however, conflict arose between President Lee and Governor 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ�ƟǄ�ƸƫƢᅟᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ�ƿƩƫƾ�ơƺƹƥƷƫơƿ�ǂƞƾ�ƾƣǁƣƽƣᄙ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ǁƣƽǄ�ǀƹƩƞƻƻǄ�
about the “freezing” of the Taiwan Provincial Government, which he per-
ceived to be an attack on himself.

President Lee did in fact support Vice-President Lien Chan for the 
presidency and the KMT at its Fifteenth National Party Congress formally 
nominated Lien as its presidential candidate and Premier��ƫƹơƣƹƿ��ƫƣǂ as 
its vice-presidentƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�ƺƹ��ǀƨǀƾƿ�ᇴᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄙ��Ʃƣƽƣ�ƞƽƣ�ƻƽƺƟƞƟƶǄ�ƿǂƺ�
reasons why President��ƣƣ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ�ƺǁƣƽ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ. First, 
�ƞƸƣƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ was a Mainlander and President Lee had worked hard to 
bring Taiwanese�ƫƹƿƺ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽƾƩƫƻ�ƻƺƾƫƿƫƺƹƾ�ƫƹ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄙ��ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�
�ƣƣ�ƩƞƢ�ǂƺƽƴƣƢ�ơƶƺƾƣƶǄ�ǂƫƿƩ��ƺƺƹƨᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾᄕ�ƞơơƺƽƢƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂƾᄕ�
ƣǃƿƽƣƸƣƶǄ� ᅸƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶᅺ� ƞƹƢ� ƿƩǀƾ� ƫƹƩƣƽƣƹƿƶǄ� ǀƹƿƽǀƾƿǂƺƽƿƩǄᄙ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƶǂƞǄƾ�
ƽƣƸƣƸƟƣƽƣƢ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ� ƹƞƸƣƾᄙ� �ƾ� ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽ, he visited every one of 
Taiwanᅷƾ�ᇵᇲᇻ�ƿƺǂƹƾƩƫƻᅟƶƣǁƣƶ�ǀƹƫƿƾ�ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ�ƿƫƸƣƾᄙ��ƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƴƣƻƿ�ƽƣơƺƽƢƾ�
of what he had achieved in each township as well as each county. This 
record served him well in the presidential election.

With the KMT nominating Lien Chanᄕ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ decided to run for 
president as an independent. He chose a Taiwanese academic medical 
administrator, Professor Chang Chao-hsiung 張昭雄, as his vice-presi-
dential candidate.48

The DPP�ƿƺƺ�ǂƞƾ�ƾƻƶƫƿ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿǂƺ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ǁǄƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƞƽƿǄᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫ-
dential nomination. Hsu Hsin-liang, who had served as DPP Party 
Chairman�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇳᅬᇳᇻᇻᇵ�ƞƹƢ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸᅬᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ�ǂƞƾ�ǁƣƽǄ�ƫƹƿƣƽƣƾƿƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƽǀƹƹƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�
president. A Hakkaᄕ��ƾǀᅷƾ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�ƺƦƧƬơƣ�Ʃƞƾ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƞƾ��ƞƺǄǀƞƹ County 
Executive�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇹᇹ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇹᇻᄕ�ǂƩƣƹ�ƿƩƣ���� dictatorship impeached and 
ᅸƾǀƾƻƣƹƢƣƢᅺ� ƩƫƸ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƺƦƧƬơƣ� ƞƹƢ� ᅸƞƶƶƺǂƣƢᅺ� ƩƫƸ� ƿƺ� ƿƽƞǁƣƶ� ƺǁƣƽƾƣƞƾᄙ49 
When Hsu returned, he became an important DPP leader, but had held 
ƹƺ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�ƺƦƧƬơƣᄙ

The second DPP�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�ǂƞƾ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ. Chen had entered the 
opposition movement as a lawyer for the defendants in the Kaohsiung 
Incident trial. He had been a Taipei��ƫƿǄ��ƺǀƹơƫƶƸƞƹ�Ƣǀƽƫƹƨ� ᇳᇻᇺᇳᅬᇳᇻᇺᇷ�
and a member of the legislature� ƤƽƺƸ� ᇳᇻᇺᇻᅬᇳᇻᇻᇶᄕ�ǂƩƣƹ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƾ� ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�
mayor�ƺƤ��ƞƫƻƣƫᄙ�ƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇸᅬᇳᇻᇺᇹ��Ʃƣƹ�ƾƻƣƹƿ�ƣƫƨƩƿ�ƸƺƹƿƩƾ�ƫƹ�ưƞƫƶ�Ƥƺƽ�ᅸƶƫƟƣƶᅺ�ƫƹ�

48ᏺƹƿƣƽǁƫƣǂƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇺᅬᇴᇸᇻᄙ
49ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƟƞơƴƨƽƺǀƹƢᄕ��ƞơƺƟƾᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ᇳᇻᇹᇻᄕᅺ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇻᇳᅬᇻᇴᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇶᇵ

accusing a right-wing academic, Elmer Fung� ᄬ
ƣƹƨ��ǀᅟƩƾƫƞƹƨ�馮滬祥ᄭᄕ� 
ƺƤ�ƻƶƞƨƫƞƽƫƾƸᄙ�ᄬ�ƺƾƿ� ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹƿ�ƺƟƾƣƽǁƣƽƾ�ƞƨƽƣƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�
ǀƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�ƻƶƞƨᅟ
ƫƞƽƫǅƣƢᄙᄭ50 Although in prison when the DPP was founded, Chen soon 
became a prominent DPP�ƶƣƞƢƣƽᄙ��ƫƾ�ƶƺƾƾ�ƿƺ��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀ, while running 
Ƥƺƽ�ƽƣᅟƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƞƾ�ƸƞǄƺƽ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ�ƶƣƤƿ�ƩƫƸ�Ƥƽƣƣ�ƿƺ�ƽǀƹ�Ƥƺƽ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ in 2000.

�ƹ�
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇺ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƣƽǄ�ƾƣƹƫƺƽ���� leader Huang 
Hsin-chieh held two mediation meetings with Hsu Hsin-liang and Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ, but these failed as the two candidates had quite different 
approaches. In addition, factional struggles within the DPP contributed 
ƿƺ� ƿƩƣƾƣ�Ƣƫƾƻǀƿƣƾᄙ��ƾ�ƞ� ƽƣƾǀƶƿ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƢƣƟƞơƶƣ�ǂƩƣƹ� ƿƩƣ���� nomi-
nated Peng Ming-min, the DPP now required each candidate to be rec-
ƺƸƸƣƹƢƣƢ�ƟǄ�ƤƺƽƿǄ�ƻƞƽƿǄ�ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶƾᄙ��ƣƞƶƫǅƫƹƨ�ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
DPP nomination, Hsu resolved to leave the DPPᄙ��ƹ��ƞǄ�ᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ��ƾǀ�ƩƣƶƢ�
a press conference in which he said, “Comrades, at this point, we sepa-
rate.” In addition to announcing that he was leaving the DPP, Hsu also 
announced that he would run for president�ƫƹ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄙ��ƹ��ǀƶǄ�ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻ�ᄬƿƩƣ�
day after President Lee Teng-huiᅷƾ�ᅸƾƻƣơƫƞƶ�ƾƿƞƿƣᅟƿƺᅟƾƿƞƿƣ” interview with 
Deutsche Welleᄭᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� Party Congress unanimously nominated Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƫƿƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣᄙ51 The DPP nominated Annette 
Lu to be its vice-presidential candidate. Hsu Hsin-liang also chose a 
woman, Josephine Chu�ᄬ�Ʃǀ��ǀƫᅟƶƫƞƹƨ�朱惠良ᄭᄕ�ƞ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ Legislator of 
Mainlander background, to be his running mate. As he was not nomi-
nated by a party, Hsu Hsin-liang had to run a signature drive to get on the 
Ɵƞƶƶƺƿᄙ��ƺƸƣ�ƺƟƾƣƽǁƣƽƾ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ���� helped Hsu run the signa-
ture drive since the KMT�ƩƺƻƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƾǀᅷƾ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƞƿƿƽƞơƿ���� 
ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƤƽƺƸ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƴƴƞ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƤƽƺƸ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ, thus help-
ing Lien Chan.

�Ʃǀƾᄕ�ƾƺ�Ƥƞƽᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƩƞƢ�Ƥƺǀƽ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾᄘ�ƺƹƣ�ƣƞơƩ�
nominated by the KMT and the DPP, Lien Chan�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ, and 
two independent candidates who had split off from each of the two major 

50ᏺ�ǀƽƫƹƨ� ᇳᇻᇹᇻᅬᇳᇻᇺᇸᄕ� 
ǀƹƨ� ǂƞƾ� ƞ� ƾƣơƽƣƿƞƽǄ� ƿƺ� �ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Chiang Ching-kuo. After 
ƾƣƽǁƫƹƨ�ƞƾ��ƣƞƹ�ƺƤ��ǀƸƞƹƫƿƫƣƾ�ƞƿ��ƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƣƹƿƽƞƶ��ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄᄕ�
ǀƹƨ�ǂƺƹ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƞƾ�ƞ�
New Party�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƺƽ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄙ�ƹ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�
ǀƹƨ�ƽƞƹ�ƞƾ�ǁƫơƣᅟƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ�
Party ticket with Lee Aoᄙ�ƹ�ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄕ�
ǀƹƨ�ƽƣơƣƫǁƣƢ�ƞ�ƤƺǀƽᅟǄƣƞƽ�ƻƽƫƾƺƹ�ƾƣƹƿƣƹơƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ƽƞƻƫƹƨ�Ʃƫƾ�

ƫƶƫƻƫƹƞ�ƩƺǀƾƣƸƞƫƢ�ƫƹ�ᇴᇲᇲᇵᄕ�ƾƣƣ��ƫơƩ��Ʃƞƹƨᄕ�ᅸ	ƶƸƣƽ�
ǀƹƨ guilty of raping Filipina,” Taipei 
Timesᄕ� �ǀƶǄ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƾƣƹƿƣƹơƣ�ǂƞƾ�ơƺƹƧƬƽƸƣƢ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�
ǀƹƨᅷƾ�ƞƻƻƣƞƶᄕ��ƫơƩ��Ʃƞƹƨᄕ�
“Elmer Fung sentenced to four years for assault,” Taipei Timesᄕ��ǀƨǀƾƿ�ᇳᇲᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇸᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ

51 For the DPP�ƹƺƸƫƹƞƿƫƺƹ�ƻƽƺơƣƾƾᄕ�ƾƣƣ��Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱
萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ� ƻƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇸᅬᇴᇸᇺᄙ� ƹ� 	ƹƨƶƫƾƩᄕ� ƾƣƣ� �ƩƣƶƶƣǄ� �ƫƨƨƣƽᄕ� From Opposition to 
Power: Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive party�ᄬ�ƺǀƶƢƣƽ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƹƢƺƹᄘ��Ǆƹƹƣ��ƫƣƹƹƣƽᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇳᄭᄕ�
ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᇲᅬᇳᇲᇴᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇶᇶ

ƻƞƽƿƫƣƾᄕ� �ƞƸƣƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ and Hsu Hsin-liang. Lee Ao 李敖, a non-partisan 
Mainlander intellectual who had published the important opposition 
journal Wenxing 文星 [Apollo] ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇷᇹ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇸᇷ�ƞƹƢ�ǂƩƺ�ƩƞƢ�ƾƻƣƹƿ�ᇳᇻᇹᇳᅬ
ᇳᇻᇹᇸ�ƞƹƢ�ᇳᇻᇺᇳᅬᇳᇻᇺᇴ�ƫƹ�ưƞƫƶ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƻƽƫƾƺƹƣƽᄕ52 was drafted by the New 
Party. With Elmer Fung as Lee Aoᅷƾ�ƽǀƹƹƫƹƨ�Ƹƞƿƣᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƣǂ��ƞƽƿǄ�ƿƫơƴƣƿ�
was the only one composed solely of Mainlanders.

The 2000 Presidential Election Campaign

The Chinese government again insinuated itself in a Taiwan electoral 
campaign by releasing its White Paper�ƣƹƿƫƿƶƣƢ�ᅸ�Ʃƣ��ƹƣ��Ʃƫƹƞ Principle 
and the Taiwan Question” on February 21, 2000.53� ƹ�ƫƿƾ� ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƻƞƽƞƨƽƞƻƩᄕ�
the White Paper stated that the origin of the issue was in the Chinese 
Civil War. After “the Chinese people won a great victory in the new demo-
ơƽƞƿƫơ�ƽƣǁƺƶǀƿƫƺƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƤƺǀƹƢƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞ�ᄬ���ᄭᄕᅺ�ƿƩƣ�
“Kuomintang� ᄬ���ᄭ� ƽǀƶƫƹƨ� ơƶƫƼǀƣ� ƽƣƿƽƣƞƿƣƢ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƿƩƣ� ƸƞƫƹƶƞƹƢ to 
ƣƹƿƽƣƹơƩ� ƫƹ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ��ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƽƺǁƫƹơƣ� ƫƹ�ơƺƹƤƽƺƹƿƞƿƫƺƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƹƿƽƞƶ�
�ƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƺƤ�Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ�Ƥƺƽơƣƾᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƾƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�
White Paper asserted, “Taiwan is an inalienable part of China. All the 
facts and laws about Taiwan prove that Taiwan is an inalienable part of 
Chinese�ƿƣƽƽƫƿƺƽǄᄙᅺ�ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƾƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƿƣ��ƞƻƣƽ�ƸƞƢƣ�
ơƶƣƞƽ�ƿƩƞƿ�ᅸ�Ʃƫƹƞᅺ�ƫƾ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸ�ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞᅺᄘ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƫƾ�ƞ�ƻƞƽƿ�ƺƤ�
China and the government of the PRC is the sole legal government repre-
senting the whole of China.” �Ʃƣ��ƺƹơƶǀƾƫƺƹ�Ɵƣƨƞƹᄘ�

China�Ʃƞƾ�ƞ�ƶƺƹƨ�ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄ�ƺƤ�ᇷᄕᇲᇲᇲ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ᄙᄙᄙ�ᄴ�ᄵƹƫƿǄ�Ʃƞƾ�ƞƶǂƞǄƾ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƿƩƣ�Ƹƞƫƹ�
trend in the development of Chinese history. After every separation, the 
ơƺǀƹƿƽǄ�ǂƞƾ�ƫƹǁƞƽƫƞƟƶǄ�ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬƣƢᄕ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƤƺƶƶƺǂƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƫƿƾ�ǂƞƴƣ�ƟǄ�ƽƞƻƫƢ�
ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶᄕ� ƣơƺƹƺƸƫơᄕ� ơǀƶƿǀƽƞƶᄕ� ƾơƫƣƹƿƫƧƬơ�ƞƹƢ� ƿƣơƩƹƺƶƺƨƫơƞƶ�ƢƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿᄚ�
�Ʃƣ� ᇷᄕᇲᇲᇲᅟǄƣƞƽ� ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄ� ƞƹƢ� ơǀƶƿǀƽƣ� Ʃƞǁƣ� Ɵƣƣƹ� ƫƸƻƶƞƹƿƣƢ� ƢƣƣƻƶǄ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�
minds of the Chinese people, sprouting the strong national consciousness 
ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƣƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹᄙ

Clearly, such opinions had little “market” attraction in Taiwan.
The Chung-hsing Bills case (hsing piao’an  興票案ᄭᄕ�ƞƶƶƣƨƣƢƶǄ�ƫƹǁƺƶǁƫƹƨ�

ơƺƽƽǀƻƿƫƺƹ�ƟǄ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ, proved a much more important element in 
ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄙ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƞƽƶǄ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƞƹƞƶǄƾƿƾ�
ƤƽƺƸ�ƞƶƶ�ơƞƸƻƾ�ƨƣƹƣƽƞƶƶǄ�ƟƣƶƫƣǁƣƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ǂƺƹ�ƫƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƾƣ�ƩƞƢ�

52 These dates are from Lee Ao, httpᄘᄧᄧbizpoint.org/leeao/modules/xoopsfaq/index.
php?cat_id=1#q2.

53 Available from httpᄘᄧᄧenglish.people.com.cn/features/taiwanpaper/taiwanb.html.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇶᇷ

not arisen during the campaign. The KMT had given the Chung-hsing 
Bills material to the DPP, but the DPP did not disclose the material as it 
ƤƣƞƽƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƺƤ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ǂƺǀƶƢ� ƾǂƫƹƨ� ƿƺ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ. Thus, on 
�ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇻᇻᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� disclosed materials for the Chung-hsing Bills 
case and the election became much closer.54 The amount of money that 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƶƶƣƨƣƢƶǄ�ƾƿƺƶƣ�ǂƞƾ���ᇣᇳᄙᇳ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ᄬ��ᇣᇵᇹ�Ƹƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ55

An important poll at the end of February showed that the three main 
ƿƫơƴƣƿƾ�ƽƣƸƞƫƹƣƢ�ǁƣƽǄ�ơƶƺƾƣ�ǂƫƿƩ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƿ�ᇴᇷᄙᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ��Ʃƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇴᇶᄙᇳ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ� ƞƹƢ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƫƿƩ� ᇴᇴᄙᇳ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿᄙ� �ǀƿ� ᇴᇹ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƺƤ� ǁƺƿƣƽƾ� ƽƣƸƞƫƹƣƢ�
undecided.56 In another poll conducted over the next a few days, as many 
ƞƾ�ᇵᇹᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƟƣƶƫƣǁƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ was most likely to start a cross-
ƾƿƽƞƫƿ�ǂƞƽᄕ�ƸǀơƩ�ƩƫƨƩƣƽ�ƿƩƞƹ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ᇳᇺᄙᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƽ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�ᇳᇴᄙᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ�
�ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ� ƿƩƣ�Ƹƺƾƿ� ƢƫƾƶƫƴƣƢ� ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�ǂƫƿƩ� ᇴᇳᄙᇻ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿᄕ� ƤƺƶƶƺǂƣƢ�ƟǄ�
�Ʃƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇴᇲᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᇳᇶᄙᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƻƺƶƶᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ǀƹƢƣ-
ơƫƢƣƢ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƩƞƢ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ�ƾƶƫƨƩƿƶǄ�ƿƺ�ᇴᇻᄙᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ57

A DPP rally in Taipei� ƺƹ��ƞƿǀƽƢƞǄ�ƞƤƿƣƽƹƺƺƹᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇶᄕ�Ɵƣƨƞƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƞ�
rapper from Los Angeles and lots of people selling campaign items for 
�ᅟƟƫƞƹ�ᄬ�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ�ƹƫơƴƹƞƸƣᄭ�ƾǀơƩ�ƞƾ� ưƞơƴƣƿƾᄕ�ǂƞƿơƩƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƫƹƾᄙ�
An actress asked the audience rhetorically, “why do so few in the enter-
tainment industry support the DPP� ƿƫơƴƣƿᄞᅺ� �Ʃƣ� ƽƣƻƶƫƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƿƩƣ� ��� 
ơƺƹƿƽƺƶƾ� ƣƹƿƣƽƿƞƫƹƸƣƹƿ� ƞƹƢ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� Ƥƣƞƽ� ƿƩƣǄ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƹƺ�ǂƺƽƴᄙ� �Ʃƣ�
said that fortunately she would be able to rely on her husband for sup-
ƻƺƽƿᄙ� �Ʃƣƹ� �ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ� ƾƻƺƴƣᄕ� ƹƺƿƫƹƨ� Ʃƺǂ��ƞƫƻƣƫ� ƩƞƢ� ƣǃơƣƶƶƣƢ� ǀƹƢƣƽ� Ʃƫƾ�
leadership and how much money he would be able to save by cutting 
waste. Then Annette Lu spoke about peace with China. Emphasizing 
both the close blood ties between Taiwan and China and their geographi-
ơƞƶ�ƻƽƺǃƫƸƫƿǄᄕ� �ǀ� ƾƞƫƢ�ƻƣƞơƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƫƹƿƣƽƣƾƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ᇴᇵ�Ƹƫƶƶƫƺƹ�
people of Taiwan, the one billion people of China and the six billion peo-
ple of the whole world.

The next evening, the KMT held a rally at the Chiang Kai-shek 
�ƣƸƺƽƫƞƶ� �ƞƽƴᄙ� �ƫƹơƣƹƿ� �ƫƣǂ gave an uninspiring talk about how well 
Taiwan had done economically in Asia and how the KMT ticket could 
make Taiwan even more prosperous. He asked the audience whether 
Taiwan needed to change its leaders, an approach that struck this 
ƺƟƾƣƽǁƣƽ� ƞƾ� ƽƞƿƩƣƽ� ƹƣƨƞƿƫǁƣᄙ� �ƿƩƣƽ� ƾƻƣƞƴƣƽƾ� ƫƹơƶǀƢƣƢ� �ǀ� �ƺƩᅟƩƾƫǀƹƨ  

54ᏺ�Ʃƞƹƨ�
ǀǅƩƺƹƨ�張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇸᇻᄙ
55ᏺ�ƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǃơƩƞƹƨƣ�ƽƞƿƣ�ƺƤ��ᇣᇵᇲኙ���ᇣᇳᄙ
56 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
57 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

6 I= 6 1L 3 I L D D B DQ 1:577 8LI9 4=IIE 2 L
C J- =IIE L JLI I D= I D BC ? D DI /?I 53. ,

2L ? ALI I D BC I   - -

2
IJ

RL
DB

C
T

1
:

57
7

0
LDB

C
L

LP
?



chapter fiveᇳᇶᇸ

吳伯雄, who also sang, Mayor��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀ, and lots of business leaders 
who read from prepared texts. Lien Chan spoke using a lot of “safe”  
(an 安ᄭ words including “stability” (anding 安定ᄭᄕ� ᅸƾƣơǀƽƫƿǄᅺ� (anquan  
安全ᄭ�ƞƹƢ�ᅸƻƣƞơƣ�ƺƤ�ƸƫƹƢᅺ�(anxin 安心ᄭᄙ��ƣ�ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫǅƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƣ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƣǂ�
ƣƞơƩ�ƩƞƢ�Ƹƺƽƣ� ƿƩƞƹ� ƿǂƣƹƿǄᅟƧƬǁƣ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƺƤ� ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ� ƾƣƽǁƫơƣᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ƿƩǀƾ�
had lots of experience.

�Ʃƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�ƢƞǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ campaign had an effective full page 
ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ� ƽƣƾƻƺƹƢƫƹƨ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣ� Ƥƣƞƽƾ� ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ǂƺǀƶƢ� ƶƣƞƢ�
Taiwan into war with China. A picture of a young man doing a one-armed 
pushup was headlined, “Next year, he will become a soldier. His father is 
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƤǀƽƿƩƣƽ�ƹƺƿƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�Ʃƣ�ƿǂƺ�ƾƺƹƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƺƹᅟƫƹᅟƶƞǂ�
of Lien Chan have never been in the militaryᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƾƺƹƾ�ƺƤ� �ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ 
and Chang Chao-hsiung are all Americans and have also never been in 
the military.” The ad concluded, “All of A-bianᅷƾ� ƽƣƶƞƿƫǁƣƾ�ƞƽƣ� ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�
and his only son is going into the military next year. Thus, he is the presi-
dentᄚ�ǂƩƺ�Ƹƺƾƿ�Ƣƺƣƾ�ƹƺƿ�ǂƞƹƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƿƺ�ƨƺ�ƿƺ�ǂƞƽᄛᅺ58

�Ʃƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƢƞǄ�ƞ� Ƥǀƶƶᅟƻƞƨƣ�ƞƢ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ had a long list of polls 
demonstrating that Lien Chan�ƿƽƞƫƶƣƢ�ƟƺƿƩ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ��Ʃǀƫᅟ
bianᄙ� �Ʃƣ�ƩƣƞƢƶƫƹƣ�ƻƽƺơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƶƢ��ƺᄙ� ᇵ� �ƫƣƹ�Ʃƞƾ� ƞƶƽƣƞƢǄ� ƾƿƽǀơƴ�ƺǀƿᄙ�
Voting for Lien equals voting for Bian equals Danger. Do you feel safe?” In 
fact, the polls in the advertisement for early March showed that Lien was 
ơƶƺƾƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƞƻ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƶƺƾƫƹƨ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ59

�ƞƽơƩ�ᇹ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƢƞǄ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƸƣƢƫƞ�ơƺǀƶƢ�ƻǀƟƶƫƾƩ�ƻƺƶƶƾᄙ��ƞƟƶƣ�ᇷᄙᇴ�
gives a summary of polls as published in two major newspapers.60 Clearly, 
these polls show that the race was quite tight. It is probably not statisti-
ơƞƶƶǄ�ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬơƞƹƿᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣǁƣƹ�ƻƺƶƶƾ�ƩƞƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾƣơƺƹƢᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ƺƹƣ�
ƩƞƢ�ƩƫƸ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƺƿƩƣƽ�ƿƩƫƽƢᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƣǁƣƹ�ƻƺƶƶƾᄕ��Ʃƣƹ�ơƞƸƣ�ƫƹ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƫƹ�
ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƫƹ�Ƥƺǀƽᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ��ƫƣƹ�ơƞƸƣ�ƫƹ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƫƹ�ƿǂƺ�ᄬƞƹƢ�
ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƿǂƺ����ƻƺƶƶƾᄭᄙ�

58 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

59 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 
[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ

60 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇶᇹ

Table 5.2. Major polls as published, March 7, 2000
Poll Chen Lien Soong Source
China Research 21.3% 24.5% 22.0% Ziyou shibao
Chen Election Hq 25.8% 22.4% 25.1% Ziyou shibao
Lien Election Hq 29.4% 34.6% 30.9% Ziyou shibao
China Times 25% 22% 24% Zhongguo shibao 
�ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƞƫƶǄ 22% 27% 26% Zhongguo shibao 
Global TV 22% 23% 27% Zhongguo shibao 
���� 26% 25% 24% Zhongguo shibao 

The closeness of the polls became important for the issue of “strategic 
ǁƺƿƫƹƨᄘᅺ�ƾƩƺǀƶƢ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ơƞƾƿ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�Ɵƞƶƶƺƿƾ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ơƩƺƫơƣ�ƫƤ�ƿƩƣǄ�Ƥƣƞƽ�
ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�Ƹƺƾƿ�ƢƫƾƶƫƴƣƢ�ơƩƺƫơƣ�ƸƫƨƩƿ�ǂƫƹᄞ��Ʃƫƾ�ᅸƢǀƸƻ���ƿƺ�ƾƞǁƣ��ᅺ�(qibao 
棄保ᄭ�ƻƩƣƹƺƸƣƹƺƹ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�ƞ�ơƺƹƾƿƞƹƿ�ƿƩƣƸƣ�ƫƹ�ƞƹƞƶǄƾƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƿƩƽƣƣᅟ
ǂƞǄ� ƽƞơƣ� ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩƺǀƿ� ƿƩƣ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄙ��ƹƣ� ơƺƸƸƣƹƿƞƽǄ� ƾƞƫƢ� ƿƩƣ� ᅸƢǀƸƻᅟ
save [phenomenon] is like falling in love… like a triangular love-affair. 
Everyone has hopes, no one has guarantees. All three expect that they 
ǂƫƶƶ� Ɵƣ� ƿƩƣ� ᅵƾƞǁƣƢᅷ� ƺƹƣᄚ�ƞƹƢ� ơƞƹ� ƨƞƫƹ� ǁƫơƿƺƽǄᄕ� Ɵǀƿ� ƿƩƣǄ� ƞƶƾƺ� Ƥƣƞƽ� Ɵƣƫƹƨ�
dumped.”61

The KMT tried to use the idea of rotation of government against Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ. Headlined “Do we want this kind of rotation?”, a KMT ad 
showed a good gear becoming worn and asked, “do we want to rotate 
�ƿƞƟƫƶƫƿǄ�ƫƹƿƺ��Ʃƞƺƾᄞ��ƽƺƾƻƣƽƫƿǄ�ƫƹƿƺ��ƣơƣƾƾƫƺƹᄞ��ƣƞơƣ�ƫƹƿƺ��ƞƽᄞᅺ62

�ƨƞƫƹᄕ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƢƞǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ forces had a very effective 
ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ�ƿƩƣ��ƺƺƹƨᅟ�Ʃƞƹƨ�ƿƫơƴƣƿᄙ��Ʃƣ�Ƹƞƫƹ�ƻƫơƿǀƽƣ�ƾƩƺǂƣƢ�
a hand with an American flag in it. The key headline said, “The two fami-
ƶƫƣƾ�ƺƤ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ and Chang Chao-hsiung altogether have ten people, 
and they have six American passports.” The ad noted that in becoming 
�Ƹƣƽƫơƞƹƾᄕ�ƺƹƣ�Ƹǀƾƿ�ƽƣưƣơƿ�ƺƹƣᅷƾ�ƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ơƫƿƫǅƣƹƾƩƫƻ�ƞƹƢ�ƶƺǄƞƶƿǄᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�
then asked, “If this time we elect a president and vice-president who 
always say they will defend our national flag, but whose whole families 
are almost all Americans, what do you think?”63

Later that day, Chang Chao-hsiung corrected the ad. He noted that in 
fact his family had one more American, a daughter-in-law, who had not 

61 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᄙ
62 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國

時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
63 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇶᇺ

been counted.64� �Ʃƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�ƢƞǄᄕ� ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ camp re-ran the ad 
with two changes. The headline now said, “The two families of James 
�ƺƺƹƨ and Chang Chao-hsiung altogether have eleven people, and they 
have seven American passports.” The ad added a note, “Thanks to Chang 
Chao-hsiung for publicly correcting that his family also has an American 
daughter-in-law.”65

The Chen campaign placed a follow-up advertisement the next day 
with a headline of “Why are their whole families almost all Americans?” 
�Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƞƸƫƶǄ�ƿƽƣƣƾ�ƺƤ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƞƺ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��Ƹƣƽƫơƞƹƾ�ƫƢƣƹƿƫ-
ƧƬƣƢ�ǂƫƿƩ��Ƹƣƽƫơƞƹ�ƥƷƞƨƾᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ơƺƹơƶǀƢƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ does not need this 
kind of president who has no roots.”66

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ�Liberation Army Daily (Jiefang junbao 解放
軍報)�ƞƿƿƞơƴƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ in an editorial and warned Taiwanᅷƾ�ǁƺƿ-
ƣƽƾ� ƹƺƿ� ƿƺ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� ƩƫƸᄘ� ᅸ�ƹƣ�Ƹƫƹǀƿƣ� Ʃƣ� ƫƾ� ƟƽƞǅƣƹƶǄ� Ʃƺǂƶƫƹƨ� ᅵƶƺƹƨ� ƶƫǁƣ�
�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᄕᅷ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�Ʃƣ�ƫƾ�ǀƾƫƹƨ�ƟƣƞǀƿƫƤǀƶ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƶƣƞƾƞƹƿ�
ǂƺƽƢƾ�ƿƺ�ƶƫƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƹƿƾ�ᅵƨƺƺƢǂƫƶƶ�ƽƣơƺƹơƫƶƫƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ǁƫƨƺƽƺǀƾ�ơƺƺƻƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ�
ƞƹƢ� ƣǁƣƽƶƞƾƿƫƹƨ� ƻƣƞơƣᅷ� ǂƫƿƩ� ƿƩƣ� ƸƞƫƹƶƞƹƢ.” The editorial continued, 
ᅸ�ƹƢƣƽ� ƹƺ� ơƫƽơǀƸƾƿƞƹơƣƾ� ƾƩƺǀƶƢ�ǂƣ� Ɵƣ� ƤƺƺƶƣƢ� ƟǄ� Ʃƫƾ� ƾǂƣƣƿ� ƿƞƶƴᄙᅺ67� �Ƥ�
ơƺǀƽƾƣᄕ�ƹƺ�Ƹƞƿƿƣƽ�ǂƩƞƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƢƫƢᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƾ�ơƺƹƢƣƸƹƣƢ�ƟǄ��Ʃƫƹƞᄙ

A major poll suggested that Chinaᅷƾ�ƫƹƿƣƽǁƣƹƿƫƺƹƾ�ƻƽƺǁƣƢ�ƶƞƽƨƣƶǄ�ơƺǀƹ-
ter-productive.68� �Ƥ� ƿƩƺƾƣ� ƻƺƶƶƣƢᄕ� ᇴᇶᄙᇴ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ� �Ʃƣƹ� �Ʃǀƫᅟ
bianᄕ� ᇴᇲᄙᇵ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ� �ƫƣƹ� �Ʃƞƹᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ᇴᇶᄙᇳ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ�
�ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ᇴᇺᄙᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƣǃƻƽƣƾƾ�ƞƹ�ƺƻƫƹƫƺƹᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƧƬƨ-
ǀƽƣƾ�ƞƽƣ�ǁƣƽǄ�ơƶƺƾƣ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƫƹ��ƞƟƶƣ�ᇷᄙᇴ�ƞƟƺǁƣᄙ��ǀƿ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿƶǄᄕ�ᇸᇹᄙᇹ�
per cent said they found the Chinese White Paper “completely unaccept-
ƞƟƶƣᅺ�ƺƽ�ᅸƻƞƽƿƫƞƶƶǄ�ǀƹƞơơƣƻƿƞƟƶƣᅺ�ƞƹƢ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ᇴᇲᄙᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƩƞƢ�ᅸƹƺ�Ƥƣƣƶ-
ing” or “no opinion.” Thus, those with positive or partially positive 
opinions of the Chinese��Ʃƫƿƣ��ƞƻƣƽ�ƞơơƺǀƹƿƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇳᇳᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�
the population. Furthermore, supporters of all three major candidates 
had negative opinions about the Chinese White Paper.

�ƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƾǀƽƤƞơƣᄕ� ƿƩƣ� �Ʃƫƿƣ� �ƞƻƣƽ� ƞƻƻƣƞƽƣƢ� ƿƺ� ƽƣƢǀơƣ� �Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ǁƺƿƣ�
slightly. In response to a question suggesting that the Chinese Communists 

64 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
65 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 

[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ
66 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
67 Quotes from China Post, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ��ƶƾƺ�ƽƣƻƺƽƿƣƢ�ƫƹ�Taipei Times, March 

ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳ�ƞƹƢ�Taiwan News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᄕᇵᄙ
68ᏺ�Ʃƣ�ƻƺƶƶ�ƟǄ��ƣǃ�ƹƿƣƽƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�����ƺƹƾǀƶƿƞƹƿƾ�ǂƞƾ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿƣƢ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƢƞǄ�

before the Liberation Army Daily’s editorial, but in the context of the Chinese White 
Paper.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇶᇻ

ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ǂƞƹƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ� ƿƺ�Ɵƣ� ƣƶƣơƿƣƢᄕ� ᇴᄙᇶ�ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ� ǁƺƿƣƽƾ� ƾƞƫƢᄕ�
ᅸ�ƣƾᄕ��ǂƫƶƶ�ƹƺ�ƶƺƹƨƣƽ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƩƫƸ�ᄴ�Ʃƣƹᄵᄕᅺ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ᇲᄙᇻ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƞƹƾǂƣƽƣƢᄕ�
ᅸ�ƽƫƨƫƹƞƶƶǄᄕ��ƢƫƢƹᅷƿ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƩƫƸᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƹƺǂ��Ʃƞǁƣ�ƢƣơƫƢƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�ƩƫƸᄙᅺ�
�Ʃƫƾ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƾ��Ʃƣƹ�ƶƺƾƿ�ᇳᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƺƿƣᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƾƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�
ƻƺƶƶ�ᇵᇴᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƞƶǂƞǄƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ�ƩƫƸᄙᅺ��Ʃƫƾ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƾ�ƿƩƞƿ�
Chinese�ƻƽƣƾƾǀƽƣ�ƸƞǄ� ƫƹ� Ƥƞơƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ� ƽƞƫƾƣƢ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� ƤƽƺƸ�ᇴᇶᄙᇴ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ᇵᇴᄙᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ�ƞƹ�ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ�ƺƤ�ƞƶƸƺƾƿ�ƹƫƹƣ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ��Ʃƫƶƣᄕ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�
part of the poll suggested that Taiwanese voters are moderate, the poll 
also clearly indicated they do not like being threatened.69��ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�
Chen told reporters that he had information from China that the Chinese 
were prepared to negotiate with him.70

�ƹ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇻᄕ� �ƫƣƹ� �Ʃƞƹ had a full-page ad in several newspapers 
ƞƢƢƽƣƾƾƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƞƸƫƶƫƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ǂƩƺ�ƩƞƢ�ƾǀƦƤƣƽƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇺᄕ�
ᇳᇻᇶᇹ��ƻƽƫƾƫƹƨ. A headline in Hokkien across a big map of Taiwan said, “In 
�ƺǁƫƹƨ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᄕ� �Ʃƺ� ơƞƹ� �ƺƸƻƞƽƣ� ǂƫƿƩ� �ƣᄞᅺ� �Ʃƣ� ƞƢ� ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ� �ƫƣƹᅷƾ�
ƞƹơƣƾƿƺƽƾ�ƩƞƢ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƞơƿƫǁƣ� ƫƹ� ᇳᇺᇻᇷ� ƽƣƾƫƾƿƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƻƞƹƣƾƣ and noted his 
grandfather had written a General History of Taiwan (Taiwan tongshi 臺灣
通史).��ƫƣƹ�ƻƣƽƾƺƹƞƶƶǄ�ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƿƩƫƹƨƾᄙ�
ƫƽƾƿᄕ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇸᇺᄕ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�ƿƣƞơƩƫƹƨ�
ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ, Lien returned home, thus demonstrating he “truly 
ƶƺǁƣƾ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᄙᅺ� �ƣơƺƹƢᄕ� Ʃƣ� ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ� ǂƩƫƶƣ� �ƩƞƫƽƸƞƹ of the National 
�ƞƫǂƞƹ��ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ��ƣƻƞƽƿƸƣƹƿ�ƺƤ��ƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ��ơƫƣƹơƣ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇹᇳᄕ�Ʃƣ�ƩƞƢ�ƞƢǁƺ-
ơƞƿƣƢ�ᅸ�ƹƣ��ƺǀƹƿƽǄᄕ��ǂƺ��ƣƞƿƾᅺ�ƾƺ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ơƺǀƶƢ�ƽƣƸƞƫƹ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ���ᄙ�
He claimed that such a stance was dangerous under the dictatorship of 
the time and again demonstrated that he “truly loves Taiwan.” Third, 
when provincial governor� ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇻᇲᄕ��ƫƣƹ�ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ�Ʃƣ�ƩƞƢ�ƻǀƾƩƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ�ƞơƞ-
ƢƣƸƫơ�ƽƣƾƣƞƽơƩ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇺ��ƻƽƫƾƫƹƨ as well as for memorials of 
ᇴᇴᇺᄕ�ƞƨƞƫƹ�ƣǁƫƢƣƹơƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƣ�ᅸƿƽǀƶǄ�ƶƺǁƣƾ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄙᅺ71 Lien also had an attack 
ƞƢ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ, with a headline surrounded by flowers, “When 
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƺƹ�ƞ�ƩƺƶƫƢƞǄᄕ�ƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƿƫƸƣ�ƫƹ��ƞƫƻƣƫ eleven peo-
ƻƶƣ�ƢƫƣƢ�ǁƫƺƶƣƹƿ�ƢƣƞƿƩƾᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƸǀơƩ�ƾƸƞƶƶƣƽ�ƿƣǃƿ�Ɵƣƨƞƹᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƾ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƴƫƹƢ�ƺƤ�

69ᏺ�ƣƿƞƫƶƾ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�ƻƺƶƶ� ƞƻƻƣƞƽ� ƫƹ��ƾǀ��ǅǀᅟơƩƫƣƹ�徐斯儉, “Taiwan minyi bu qufu bu 
jijin 台灣民意不屈服不激進 [Taiwan public opinion does not submit to threats or 
become radical],” Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇷᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƞƹ�
	ƹƨƶƫƾƩ�ƿƽƞƹƾƶƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƾƣƣ��ƾǀ��ǅǀᅟơƩƫƣƹ�徐斯儉ᄕ�ᅸ�ƺƶƶ�ƾƩƺǂƾ��Ʃƫƹƞᅷƾ�ǂƩƫƿƣ�ƻƞƻƣƽ�ƟƣƹƣƧƬƿƾ�
Chen,” Taipei Timesᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇺᄙ���ƹƣǂƾ�ƞƽƿƫơƶƣ�ƞƻƻƣƞƽƾ�ƫƹ�Taipei Times, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇺᄕ�
ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ

70 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ

71 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇳᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇷᇲ

headline caught your attention? It is written in accord with the logic of 
�ƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƞƶƶǄ�Ɵƶƞơƴƣƹƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƞƸƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƺƿƩƣƽƾᄙᅺ72

The same day, the Chen-Lu ticket had an ad emphasizing Annette Lu. 
Headlined, “When both genders rule together, everyone is fortunate,” the 
ad also emphasized “reconciliation, cooperation and peace” across the 
Taiwan��ƿƽƞƫƿ�ƞƾ�ǂƣƶƶ�ƞƾ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶᄕ�ƾƺơƫƞƶ�ƞƹƢ�ƣơƺƹƺƸƫơ�ƾƣơǀƽƫƿǄ�ƞƿ�ƩƺƸƣᄙᅺ73 
The Chen campaign also had a negative anti-Lien ad with pictures of 
three “black society” KMT�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾᄘ��ƺ�
ǀᅟơƩǀ 羅福助, Wu Tse-yuan 伍
澤元, and Kuo Ting-tsai 郭廷才. The main headline said, “Even [lien, 連 
�ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹᅷƾ�ƾǀƽƹƞƸƣᄵ if they all even stand on the podium for Lien Chan, 
how can the KMT�ƹƺƿ�ƾƿƣƻ�Ƣƺǂƹᄛᅺ��ƽƫƿƫơƫǅƫƹƨ�ᅸƟƶƞơƴᅺ�ƞƹƢ�ᅸƨƺƶƢᅺ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾᄕ�
the ad said Lo and Wu had stood on the podium with Lien in Pingtung on 

ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇷƿƩᄙ74

��Ƹƺƽƣ� ƻƺƾƫƿƫǁƣ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ� ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ� ơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�
peace. We do not want war. We want both stability and reform.”75 But 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�Ʃƫƾ�ƞƿƿƞơƴ�ƞƢƾ�ƿƺƺᄙ��ƹƣ�ơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƫƣƹᄕ��ƫƞƹ�ƞƽƣ�ƟƺƿƩ�ᅵƺƹƣ�ƩƞƶƤᄙᅷ�
�ƹƶǄ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƫƾ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺƸƻƶƣƿƣ�ƿƩƫƹƨᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƣǃƻƶƞƫƹƣƢᄕ�ᅸƤ�Ǆƺǀ�ǁƺƿƣ�
for Lien Chan, that will be doing away with reform. If you vote for A-bian, 
ƿƩƣƹ�Ǆƺǀ�ơƩƺƺƾƣ�ǂƞƽᄛᅺ76

�ƹƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�Ƹƺƾƿ�ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿ�ƣǁƣƹƿƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƺơơǀƽƽƣƢ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�
10 when Nobel Prize�ǂƫƹƹƣƽ� ƞƹƢ��ơƞƢƣƸƫƞ��ƫƹƫơƞ President� �ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟ
tseh 李遠哲�ơƞƸƣ�ƺǀƿ�ƞƹƢ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ for president. Lee 
ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫǅƣƢ� �Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ƾƿƞƹơƣ� ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ� ᅸƟƶƞơƴ� ƞƹƢ� ƨƺƶƢᅺ� ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾ� ƞƹƢ� ơƞƶƶƣƢ�
Chen a “proper national leader.” Lee said, “Chen advocates the same 
 ideals as I do, to place national interests above personal or political 
interests.”77 A DPP survey�ƞƹƞƶǄƾƿ�Ƥƣƶƿ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩᅷƾ�ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƸƣƹƿ�
ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣƢ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƧƬǁƣ� ƿƺ� ƣƫƨƩƿ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ�ǂƫƿƩ� ƿƩƣ� ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ�
ơƺƸƫƹƨ�ƤƽƺƸ�ǀƹƢƣơƫƢƣƢ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƞƾ�ǂƣƶƶ�ƞƾ�ƤƽƺƸ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾǀƻ�ƻƺƽƿƣƽƾᄙ

�ǀƽƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƤƿƣƽƹƺƺƹ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇳᄕ�ƣƞơƩ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬǁƣ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƩƫƽƿǄ�
minutes to address the nation in the third of three televised forums. All 
but Lee Ao began by saying “hello” in Mandarin, Hokkien, Hakka and an 
aboriginal language. The three main candidates all wore dark suits with 

72 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᄙ
73 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ
74 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ
75 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄖ�Taiwan ribao 台灣

日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ
76 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
77ᏺ�Ʃƫƾ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�Ƹƞƫƹ�ƩƣƞƢƶƫƹƣ�ƫƹ�ǁƫƽƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƞƶƶ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƹƣǂƾƻƞƻƣƽƾᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇳᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄙ�

Quotes from Taipei Times, March 11, 2000, p. 1.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇷᇳ

white shirts and red ties, but Lee Ao wore white pants, a black sweater 
vest over his tie and an informal red jacket, while Hsu Hsin-liang wore a 
�ǀƹ��ƞƿᅟƾƣƹ suit.78

Lee Ao� Ɵƣƨƞƹ� ƟǄ� ơƽƫƿƫơƫǅƫƹƨ� �ƣƣ� �ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ. He also said that imple-
menting the Chinese� �ƺƸƸǀƹƫƾƿ� ᅸ�ƹƣ� �ƞƿƫƺƹᄕ� �ǂƺ� �ǄƾƿƣƸƾᅺ� ƻƺƶƫơǄ�
ǂƺǀƶƢ� ᄬᇳᄭ� ƾƞǁƣ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄ� ƤǀƹƢƾᄕ� ᄬᇴᄭ�Ƹƣƞƹ� ƿƩƞƿ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ� ƿƺ�
ƾƣƽǁƣ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ᄬᇵᄭ�ƞƶƶƺǂ��ƞƫǂƞƹ to put its nuclear wastes in 
�ƫƹưƫƞƹƨᄕ� ǂƩƫơƩ� ƫƾ� ƤƺƽƿǄᅟƧƬǁƣ� ƿƫƸƣƾ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƫǅƣ� ƺƤ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᄕ� ƽƞƿƩƣƽ� ƿƩƞƹ� ƺƹ�
�ƽơƩƫƢ� ƾƶƞƹƢᄙ� �ƣ� ƞƶƾƺ� ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ� ƻǀƿƿƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� ƹǀơƶƣƞƽ� ǂƞƾƿƣƾ� ƫƹ� �ƺƽƿƩ�
Koreaᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƹƺƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ opposed this. Lee concluded that 
he gives people a way out. He said that no one pays attention to him any-
more despite his own [self] Nobel Prize nomination and despite his pub-
ƶƫƾƩƫƹƨ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ơƩƞƽƞơƿƣƽƾ�ƿƩƞƹ��ǀ��ƩƫƩᄛ��ƾ�ƞ�ƽƣƾǀƶƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ��ƣƣ��ƺᅷƾ�
ratings in the polls continued to be very low.79

�ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾƻƺƴƣ�ƹƣǃƿᄙ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƾƴƣƢ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƫƹƴ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ƿƩƣ�
day after the election, and to consider how they will feel then. Will they 
Ƥƣƞƽ�ǂƞƽᄞ�Ƥ�ƾƺᄕ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ��ƣ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƣƹ�ǂƞƾ�Ƣƺƫƹƨ�ƞ�ƻƺƺƽ�ưƺƟ�ƞƹƢ�
ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƻǀƟƶƫơ� ƺƽƢƣƽ�ǂƞƾ� ƻƺƺƽ� ǀƹƢƣƽ� �ƫƹơƣƹƿ� �ƫƣǂᅷƾ� ƻƽƣƸƫƣƽƾƩƫƻᄙ�
�ƫƾ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƻƽƺƸƫƾƣƾ�ƫƹơƶǀƢƣƢ�ƣƹƢƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƹƫƹƫƾƿ�ƻƞƽƿǄ�ƾǄƾƿƣƸ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ���� 
and the DPP, becoming supra-party, not allying with foundations in order 
to help small and medium-sized business, respecting the civil service sys-
tem and specialists in policy decision-making, and using Hakkas.

�ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƺƹ�ƿƺ�ƾƞǄ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ� ƿƩƫƹƨ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ƣƺ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�Ɵƣƫƹƨ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�
would be to invite Wang Daohan 汪道涵 from China to Taiwan to discuss 
the “three links” (santong 三通ᄭᄙ��ƹƣ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƤƞƽƸƣƽƾ�ǂƫƿƩ�ǂƩƺƸ� �ǂƞƾ�
watching the broadcast exclaimed that Taiwanese fear this proposal a lot. 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƺ�Ƣƫƾơǀƾƾ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸƿƩƽƣƣ�ƶƫƹƴƾᅺ�ƫƹ�ƺƽƢƣƽ�ƿƺ�ƨƣƿ�
ƫƹƿƺ�ƿƩƣ����ᄙ��ƣ�ƾƞƫƢ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƿƣƶƶ��ƞƹƨ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞ is a 
sovereign country. He also said he needed to talk with China about public 
order as ninety per cent of the guns and drugs in Taiwan are from China. 
He concluded by mentioning the lesson of the Chung-hsing Bills case. He 
said that he had not taken one cent from government. He said he would 
remember this lesson forever, but he understood that the people were 

78 For a picture, see Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], March 12, 2000, p. 1.  
��ƻƫơƿǀƽƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƤƺƽǀƸ�ƺƤ�
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇲᄕ�ǂƩƣƹ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ǂƺƽƣ�ƾƫƸƫƶƞƽ�ơƶƺƿƩƣƾ�ᄬƿƩƺǀƨƩ�
Lee Ao�ǂƞƾ�ǂƫƿƩƺǀƿ�ƿƩƣ�ǁƣƾƿ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƞ�Ǆƣƶƶƺǂ�ƿƫƣᄭᄕ�ơƞƹ�Ɵƣ�ƤƺǀƹƢ�ƫƹ��Ʃƞƹƨ�
Fuzhong 張富忠 and Qiu Wanxing 邱萬興, Lüse niandai IIᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇺᇵᄙ

79 For the text of Lee Aoᅷƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ�ƾƣƣ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], March 
12, 2000, p. 2.
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chapter fiveᇳᇷᇴ

not expecting a saint.80 BotƩ� �ƣƣ� ƞƹƢ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƩƣƶƢ� ǀƻ� ƢƺơǀƸƣƹƿƾ� ƞƹƢ�
charts that were too small and half-hidden by the rostrum, so that the 
audience could not see them clearly.

In a poorly delivered speech read from a script, Hsu Hsin-liang said 
everyone knows that Taiwan will elect a weak president. He stated the 
KMT policy of preserving agricultural land is out-of-date and because of a 
shortage of industrial and commercial land, Taiwan cannot compete. He 
noted that grain can be bought overseas. Hsu noted Franklin Roosevelt in 
ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ had implemented bold policies and said Taiwan needed 
similar boldness.81

In his very “wooden” style, Lien Chan raised issues of national security 
and of positive defense. He said Taiwan needed a high-tech warfare capa-
bility and it needed an anti-missile capability. Lien said he wanted a 
ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ� �ƣƞƾ� �ƣƞơƣ� �ƣƨƫƺƹᅺ� (Taihai hepingqu 台海和平區ᄭ� ƞƹƢᄕ� ƞƤƿƣƽ�
being elected, said he would go to the Mainland for talks on the basis of 
equality (duideng 對等ᄭ� ƫƹ� ƺƽƢƣƽ� ƿƺ� ƣƶƫƸƫƹƞƿƣ�ƸƫƾǀƹƢƣƽƾƿƞƹƢƫƹƨᄙ� ᄬ�Ʃƫƾ�
ignored the fact that the Chinese had said they were not interested in 
ƿƞƶƴƾ� ƺƹ� ƿƩƣ� Ɵƞƾƫƾ� ƺƤ� ƣƼǀƞƶƫƿǄᄙᄭ� �ƺƺƹᄕ� Ʃƣ� ƾƞƫƢᄕ� ƟƺƿƩ� ƾƫƢƣƾ�ǂƫƶƶ� Ɵƣ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�
���ᄕ� ƾƺ� ƿƩƣǄ�ƹƣƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ᅸƿƩƽƣƣ� ƶƫƹƴƾ” and a special economic and trade 
district to enhance both sides. Lien stated that Taiwan Independence is 
growing each day. He stressed his own experience in dealing with the 
Chinese Communists. And, unlike the other candidates, he did not criti-
cize the past as Taiwan had had good economic results. Lien concluded 
with three promises. First, he would respect the constitution and human 
rightsᄙ� �ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƽƫƹƨ� ƫƹ�ƟƽƫƨƩƿ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƿƺ� ƫƸƻƶƣƸƣƹƿ�Ʃƫƾ� ƿƩƫƽƢ�
wave of reform. Third, he would welcome criticism so that society would 
ƻƽƺƨƽƣƾƾᄙ�
ƫƹƞƶƶǄᄕ�Ʃƣ�ƾƿƞƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ƫƢƣƞ�ƺƤ�ƞ�ƾǀƻƽƞᅟƻƞƽƿǄ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�
would not work, while choosing the DPP was making a cross-strait war 
more and more likely.82

�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƾƻƺƴƣ�ƶƞƾƿᄙ��ƹƶƫƴƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƣƹᄕ��Ʃƣƹ�ƾƻƺƴƣ�ƣƹƿƫƽƣƶǄ�
in Mandarin except for his greeting. Chen began by asking that the candi-
dates stop making nasty remarks to each other and stop attempting to 
scare Taiwanᅷƾ�ơƫƿƫǅƣƹƾᄙ��ƣ�ƩƺƻƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƫƸƻƽƺǁƣ�ƫƹ�
the last week. However, Chen then too went on the attack. He said the 

80ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƣǃƿ�ƺƤ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ�ƾƣƣ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ

81 For the text of Hsu Hsin-liangᅷƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ�ƾƣƣ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ

82 For the text of Lien Chanᅷƾ� ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ� ƾƣƣ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ƣǃƿƽƞ�ᇳᄙ�ᄬ�Ʃƫƾ�ƻƞƨƣ�ƫƾ�ƺƻƻƺƾƫƿƣ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙᄭ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇷᇵ

KMT is “rotten” (lan 爛ᄭᄙ��ƫƹơƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƶƣƤƿ�ƿƩƣ���� only a year ago, how is 
Ʃƣ�ƹƺƿ�ƽƺƿƿƣƹᄞ��ƣƫƿƩƣƽ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƹƺƽ��ƫƣƹ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƾƞƫƢ�Ʃƺǂ�ƿƩƣǄ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƾƺƶǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�
“black and gold” problem. Chen emphasized that he had discussed how 
ƿƺ�ƾƺƶǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸƟƶƞơƴ�ƞƹƢ�ƨƺƶƢᅺ�ƻƽƺƟƶƣƸ�ǂƫƿƩ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ.

Chen then made three promises. First, he would be a president of all 
the people. As president, he would not consider party, ethnicity or gen-
derᄙ��ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƞƶǂƞǄƾ�ƻƶƞơƣ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƫƹƿƣƽƣƾƿ�ƺǁƣƽ�ƻƞƽƿǄ�ƫƹƿƣƽƣƾƿ�
or individual interest. Third, he would place the security of the lives and 
property of the Taiwan people above all else.

�Ʃƣƹ� �Ʃƣƹ� ơƶƞƽƫƧƬƣƢ� ƾƺƸƣ� ƻƺƫƹƿƾ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƺƿƩƣƽƾ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƹƤǀƾƣƢ� ǀƾƫƹƨ�
“blackening” techniques. First, democracy does require the rotation of 
ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ� ƻƞƽƿƫƣƾᄙ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƢƫƢ� ƹƺƿ� ƫƹǁƣƹƿ� ƿƩƫƾᄙ� �Ʃƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ� �ƿƞƿƣƾ has been 
able to be strong because it has the rotation of parties in its culture. 
�ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƾƞǄ�ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃƣƹ�ƫƾ�ƿƺƺ�Ǆƺǀƹƨ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ. Chen noted 
ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƣ�ƫƾ�ƞƶƽƣƞƢǄ�ᇷᇲ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƺƶƢ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ǀƹ��ƞƿᅟƾƣƹ was provisional presi-
dent at the age�ƺƤ�ᇶᇸᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾᄕ��ƶƫƹƿƺƹ�ǂƞƾ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ�
ƞƿ�ᇶᇸᄕ��ƣƹƹƣƢǄ�ƞƿ�ᇶᇵ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƾƣǁƣƶƿ�ƞƿ�ƺƹƶǄ�ᇶᇴᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ���ᄕ��ƶƞƫƽ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�
ƻƽƫƸƣ�Ƹƫƹƫƾƿƣƽ�ƞƿ�ƞƨƣ�ᇶᇵᄙ��ƨƣ is not relevant, but competence is the key. 
�Ʃƣƹ��Ʃƣƹ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹƣƢ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢ�ƸƞǄƺƽ of Taipei, his oppo-
nents noted that he lacked administrative experience as he had only been 
a legislator. However, he demonstrated that he did have administrative 
ability.

Chen then dealt with the claims that his election would start a war in 
the Taiwan� �ƿƽƞƫƿᄙ��ƣ�ƸƞƢƣ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƴƣǄ�ƻƽƺƸƫƾƣƾ� Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƣ�Ƣǀƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
ƻƣƽƫƺƢ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�ƫƹ�ƺƦƧƬơƣᄙ�
ƫƽƾƿᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƻǀƿ�ᅸƿƩƣ�ƿƩƣƺƽǄ�ƺƤ�ƿǂƺᅟ
statesᅺ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�ơƺƹƾƿƫƿǀƿƫƺƹᄙ��ƣơƺƹƢᄕ�Ʃƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƞ�ƽƣƤƣƽƣƹƢǀƸ on 
independence or unity. Third, there is no need to change the name of the 
ƹƞƿƫƺƹᄙ�ᅸ�ƹƶƣƾƾ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ Communists attempt to use military force to 
invade Taiwan, we will not declare Taiwan independent.” These state-
Ƹƣƹƿƾ�ƻƽƣƾƞƨƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸ
ƫǁƣ��ƺᅷƾᅺ�ƫƹ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ�ƫƹƞǀƨǀƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƾƻƣƣơƩ 
on May 20.

Chen concluded by saying Taiwan needed a government with talented 
people chosen irrespective of party or ethnicity. He argued there should 
Ɵƣ�ƻƣƽƾƺƹƹƣƶ�ƾƿƞƟƫƶƫƿǄᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ơƶƣƞƽƶǄ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�Ɵƣƾƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
forum. As a result, Chen won many votes that day including some who 
watched the forum with the writer. People who previously had been con-
cerned about the economy under the DPP now expressed support for 
Chen.83

83ᏺ
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƣǃƿ�ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ�ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ�ƾƣƣ�Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ƣǃƿƽƞ�ᇴᄙ�ᄬ�Ʃƫƾ�ƻƞƨƣ�ƫƾ�ƺƻƻƺƾƫƿƣ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙᄭ
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chapter fiveᇳᇷᇶ

�ƹ� �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇴ� ƿƩƣ� �ƫƣƹ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ� ƽƞƹ� ƞƿƿƞơƴ� ƞƢƾ� ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƹƢ�
�Ʃƣƹᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ᅸƿƩƫƹƴƣƽᅺ�ƾƿƞƿǀƣ�ƾƫƿƿƫƹƨ�ƺƹ�ƞ�
Ɵƞƾƣ�ƶƞƟƣƶƣƢ�ƩƺƹƣƾƿǄᄙ���ᅸƶƣƿƿƣƽ�ƿƺ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ supporters” asked, “But, if 
you feel that stealing money is acceptable and lying is acceptable, are you 
ǂƫƶƶƫƹƨ� ƿƺ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƞ�ƢƞǄ�ǂƩƣƹ�Ǆƺǀƽ�ơƩƫƶƢ� ƾƞǄƾᄕ� ᅵƞƢǀƶƿƾ�ƞƽƣ�ƞƶƶƺǂƣƢ� ƿƺ� ƾƿƣƞƶ�
ƸƺƹƣǄ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƣƶƶ�ƶƫƣƾᄕ�ǂƩǄ�ơƞƹᅷƿ�ᄞᅷ�Ƥ�Ǆƺǀ�ƞƽƣᄕ�ƿƩƣƹ�ƻƶƣƞƾƣ�ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣ�ƿƺ�ƾǀƻ-
ƻƺƽƿ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ.”84��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƞƨƞƫƹƾƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ claimed that under 
his leadership Taipei�ƩƞƢ�ƹƺƿ�ơƺǀƹƿƣƢ�ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ�ƩǀƹƢƽƣƢ�ƧƬƽƣƾᄙ85

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ��ǀƹƢƞǄ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄕ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƿƩƣ���� and the 
DPP held major rallies in Kaohsiung with the Lien rally attracting 100,000 
ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ�ƽƞƶƶǄ�ᇵᇲᇲᄕᇲᇲᇲᄙ86 President Lee Teng-hui clearly 
supported Lien at his rally.87��ƿ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ�ƽƞƶƶǄᄕ��ƩƫƩ��ƫƹƨᅟƿƣƩ openly sup-
ƻƺƽƿƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ� Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƣ� ƧƬƽƾƿ� ƿƫƸƣᄕ88�ǂƩƫƶƣ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƣƶƢ� ƞ� ƽƞƶƶǄ� ƫƹ� �ƞƫơƩǀƹƨ. 
�ƺƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ơƞƸƻƾ�ǁƫƾƫƿƣƢ��ƫƹ��ƞƹƨᅟƴƞƹƨ and sought his 
support. Jason Hu visited Lin for the Lien camp, while former Legislative 
�ƻƣƞƴƣƽ��ƫǀ��ǀƹƨᅟƻƞƹ�ǁƫƾƫƿƣƢ��ƫƹ�ƺƹ�ƟƣƩƞƶƤ�ƺƤ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ89

�ƾ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƫƹƿƣƹƾƫƧƬƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ�ǂƣƣƴᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƫƣƹ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƻƶƞơƣƢ�
ƞ�ƾƣƽƫƣƾ�ƺƤ�ƞƿƿƞơƴ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾᄙ��ƹƣ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ǀƻƻƺƽƿ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ�ƾƺ��ƹơƶƣ�
Hui [Lee Teng-hui] can rest assured in handing over the baton.” The ad 
ơƺƹƿƫƹǀƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƣƣ� �ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ� ƾƞǄƾᄘ� �ƫƣƹ� �Ʃƞƹ� ƫƾ� ƿƩƣ� ƺƹƶǄ� ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� ƶƣƞƢƣƽ�
whom I guarantee” and gave three instances when Lee Teng-hui criti-
ơƫǅƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ.90��� ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ƞƢ�ƩƞƢ��ƫƣƹ��Ʃƞƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƹơƣƹƿ� �ƫƣǂ 
flying an airplane labeled “Republic of Chinaᅺᄕ� ǂƩƫƶƣ� �Ʃƣƹ� �ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᄕ�
holding a flag labeled “Taiwan Nation,” was outside on the wing trying to 
ƨƣƿ�ƫƹ�ƾƞǄƫƹƨ�ᅸ�ƣƿ�Ƹƣ�ƥƷǄᄛ��ƣƿ�Ƹƣ�ƥƷǄᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�Ƹƞƫƹ�ƩƣƞƢƶƫƹƣ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ǀƿǂƞƽƢƶǄ�
it is called rotation of political parties, but in fact it is implementing rapid 
ƫƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᄙᅺ� �Ʃƣ� ƞƢ� ơƺƹơƶǀƢƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƣƹ� �ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ� ƾƿƫƶƶ� Ƣƺƣƾ� ƹƺƿ� Ʃƞǁƣ�

84 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇴᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ� Lianhebao 聯合報 
[United Daily News], March 12, 2000, p. 1.

85 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇴᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇳᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 
[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇴᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

86 Taipei Times, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
87 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇵᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇴᄖ� Lianhebao 聯合報 

[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
88 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇵᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇵᄖ� Zhongguo shibao  

中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᄙ
89 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ƣǃƿƽƞ�ᇳ�ᄬƺƻƻƺƾƫƿƣ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄭᄖ�

Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ
90 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Ziyou shibao 自由 

時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇷᇷ

ƾǀƦƧƬơƫƣƹƿ�ƼǀƞƶƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹƾᄙᅺ91 A more positive third ad was entitled “Mr Lien 
Chan and Taiwan.” Labeled, “Honor the People Chapter,” the ad showed 
Lien with a series of retired servicemen and their families.92

�� �ƞƸƣƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƢᄕ� ǂƫƿƩ� ƿƩƣ� ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ� ƫƹ�Ƹƫƹƣƽᅷƾ� ơƶƺƿƩƫƹƨ� ƞƹƢ� Ʃƞƿᄕ�
ƾƩƺǂƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƿƩƣ�ƞƻƻƽƺǁƞƶ� ƽƞƿƫƹƨƾ�ƺƤ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƾ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽ were 
higher than those of Chen as mayor or Lien as premier.93��ƹƺƿƩƣƽ��ƺƺƹƨ�
ad proclaimed, “Electing a president� ƫƾ� ƹƺƿ� ƣƶƣơƿƫƹƨ� ƞ�ƸƞǄƺƽᄛ��ƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�
ƽƣƤƺƽƸᄕ�ƹƺƿ�ƽƣǁƺƶǀƿƫƺƹᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƿƣǃƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƢ�ƞƿƿƞơƴƣƢ�ƟƺƿƩ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹᄙ94 
A small New Party ad, which did not support any particular candidate, 
ƾƞƫƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƻƻƺƾƣ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣ� �ƞƽƿǄ� �ƶƞƿƤƺƽƸᄕ� �ƻƻƺƾƣ� ƿƩƣ�
�ƩƣƺƽǄ�ƺƤ��ǂƺ��ƿƞƿƣƾᄙᅺ95����Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ ad proclaimed, “The president 
of Taiwan is decided by the Taiwan people.” A subheading stated, “Be the 
Ƹƞƾƿƣƽƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƹƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᄙᅺ96

�ƹ��ƣƢƹƣƾƢƞǄᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�ƢƞǄƾ�ƟƣƤƺƽƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ǂƣƹƿ� ƿƺ�
the polls, several things occurred. At a press conference in Beijing, 
Chinese Premier��Ʃǀ��ƺƹƨưƫ warned, “Let me advise all these people in 
�ƞƫǂƞƹᄘ�Ƣƺ�ƹƺƿ�ưǀƾƿ�ƞơƿ�ƺƹ�ƫƸƻǀƶƾƣ�ƞƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ưǀƹơƿǀƽƣ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ǂƫƶƶ�ƢƣơƫƢƣ�ƿƩƣ�
future course that China� ƞƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ǂƫƶƶ� Ƥƺƶƶƺǂᄙ��ƿƩƣƽǂƫƾƣᄕ� ᅷƸ� ƞƤƽƞƫƢ�
Ǆƺǀ�ǂƺƹᅷƿ�ƨƣƿ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƺƻƻƺƽƿǀƹƫƿǄ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƨƽƣƿᄙᅺ97 The Chinese headlines on 
ƿǂƺ� ƴƣǄ� ƹƣǂƾƻƞƻƣƽƾ� ƻƽƺơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃǀ� �ƺƹƨưƫᄘ��ƣ�ǂƫƶƶ� ƹƺƿ� ƞơơƣƻƿ� ƞƹǄ�
form of Taiwan Independence.”98� �Ʃǀᅷƾ� ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ƞƹƢ� ƫƿƾ� Ƣƫƽƣơƿƹƣƾƾ� ƿƽǀƶǄ�
ƾƩƺơƴƣƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ǁƫƽƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƿƩƣ�ǂƩƺƶƣ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƩƣƞƽƢ��Ʃǀᅷƾ�
ơƺƸƸƣƹƿƾ� Ɵƣơƞǀƾƣ� ƿƩƣǄ�ǂƣƽƣ� ƻƶƞǄƣƢ� ƺǁƣƽ� ƞƹƢ� ƺǁƣƽ� ƞƨƞƫƹ� ƺƹ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ƸƞƹǄ�ƿƣƶƣǁƫƾƫƺƹ�ƾƿƞƿƫƺƹƾᄙ��ƺƸƣ�ƞƹƞƶǄƾƿƾ�ƺƤ��ƣƫưƫƹƨ�ƟƣƶƫƣǁƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃǀ�ǂƞƾ�
asked to speak on behalf of Beijing because he was perceived as a moder-
ƞƿƣ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƫưƫƹƨ�ǂƫƾƩƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƾƣƹƢ�ƞ�ǀƹƫƧƬƣƢ�Ƹƣƾƾƞƨƣᄙ�ƹ�ƞƹǄ�ơƞƾƣᄕ�ƞƶƶ� ƿƩƽƣƣ�
Ƹƞưƺƽ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ƽƣưƣơƿƣƢ��Ʃǀᅷƾ�ƿƩƽƣƞƿƾᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ƸƞƹǄ�ơƺƸƸƣƹƿƞƿƺƽƾ�Ƥƣƶƿ�Ʃƫƾ�
ƾƻƣƣơƩ�ƻƽƺƟƞƟƶǄ�ƩƣƶƻƣƢᄕ�ƽƞƿƩƣƽ�ƿƩƞƹ�Ʃǀƽƿᄕ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄᄙ

91 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ

92 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
93 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
94 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
95 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 

[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
96 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇶᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
97 Paul Eckert, Reuters report in Taiwan News, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳ�ƞƹƢ�China Post, 

�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
98 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 

[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇷᇸ

��ƻƺƶƶ�ơƺƹƢǀơƿƣƢ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƢƞǄ�ƞƾ��Ʃǀᅷƾ�ƻƽƣƾƾ�ơƺƹƤƣƽƣƹơƣ�ƿƽƫƣƢ�ƿƺ�
ƣǃƞƸƫƹƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƸƻƞơƿ�ƺƤ��Ʃǀᅷƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ�
ƺƽƿǄ�
ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƿƩƺǀƨƩƿ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ� ƞƹ� ƫƹƥƷǀƣƹơƣᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ� ᇴᇻ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ�ƿƩƺǀƨƩƿ�ƫƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƞƹƢ�ᇵᇳ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƴƹƺǂᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƻƺƶƶ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿᄕ�
however, ask what type of influence or which candidate might be helped 
ƺƽ� Ʃǀƽƿᄙ� �ƹƶǄ� ƹƫƹƣ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƿƩƺǀƨƩƿ� �Ʃǀᅷƾ� ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ� ǂƞƾ� ƞƻƻƽƺƻƽƫƞƿƣᄕ�
ǂƩƫƶƣ�ᇶᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƞƹƢ�ᇶᇹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƴƹƺǂᄙ��ƾƴƣƢ�ǂƩƣƿƩƣƽ�ƺƽ�
ƹƺƿ�ƿƩƣǄ�ǂƣƽƣ�ơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƞ�ơƽƺƾƾᅟƾƿƽƞƫƿ�ǂƞƽ�ƸƫƨƩƿ�Ɵƽƣƞƴ�ƺǀƿᄕ�ᇳᇻ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ�ǂƣƽƣ�ǁƣƽǄ�ơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢᄕ�ᇴᇵ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǂƣƽƣ�ơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢᄕ�ᇴᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǂƣƽƣ�
ƹƺƿ�ǁƣƽǄ�ơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢᄕ�ᇴᇸ�ǂƣƽƣ�ơƺƸƻƶƣƿƣƶǄ�ǀƹơƺƹơƣƽƹƣƢ�ƞƹƢ�ƾƣǁƣƹ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�
ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƴƹƺǂᄙ��ƾƴƣƢ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ƿƩƣ�Ƥǀƿǀƽƣ�ƾƿƞƿƣ�ƺƤ�ơƽƺƾƾᅟƾƿƽƞƫƿ�ƽƣƶƞƿƫƺƹƾᄕ�ᇳᇵ�ƻƣƽ�
ơƣƹƿ� ƾƞƫƢ� ƿƩƣǄ� ƶƣƞƹƣƢ� ƿƺǂƞƽƢƾ�ǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƹƫƹƣ�ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƿƺǂƞƽƢƾ� ƫƹƢƣ-
ƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᄕ�ᇸᇲ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ǂƞƹƿƣƢ�ƿƺ�Ƹƞƫƹƿƞƫƹ� ƿƩƣ�ƾƿƞƿǀƾ�Ƽǀƺᄕ�ǂƩƫƶƣ� ᇳᇺ�ƻƣƽ�
cent did not know and one per cent refused to answer.99 This suggests 
ƿƩƞƿ��Ʃǀᅷƾ�ơƺƸƸƣƹƿƾ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƢƣƾƫƽƣƢ�ƣƦƤƣơƿᄙ

�Ʃƞƿ� ƣǁƣƹƫƹƨ� ƿƩƣ� ǂƽƫƿƣƽ� ƺƟƾƣƽǁƣƢ� ƞ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƽƞƶƶǄ� ƞƿ� �Ʃƫƞƹƨ� �ƞƫᅟƾƩƣƴ 
Memorial Park. Compared to the earlier rally for Lien Chan, many more 
ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƧƬƶƶƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƽƺǀƹƢƾᄙ�	ǁƣƽǄƺƹƣ�ƾƿƺƺƢ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣƽƣ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƹƺ�ƾƿƺƺƶƾᄙ��ƞƹǄ�
ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƩƞƢ�ƞƫƽƩƺƽƹƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƶƺƿƾ�ƺƤ�ƺƽƞƹƨƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƻǀƽƻƶƣ�ᄬƿƩƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�
ơƺƶƺƽƾᄭ�Ɵƞƹƹƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƥƷƞƨƾ�ǂƣƽƣ�ǂƞǁƫƹƨᄙ��Ʃƣ�ơƽƺǂƢ�ǂƞƾ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƩƞƻƻǄ�ƞƹƢ�
excited with much more enthusiasm than the Lien Chan rally. The writer 
felt the rally resembled a New Party campaign rally, a feeling that a for-
eign journalist with much experience in Taiwan�ơƺƹƧƬƽƸƣƢᄙ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ǂƫƤƣ�
wiped some lipstick off his cheek and used a bit of Ami language to say 
ƾƩƣ�ǂƞƾ�ᅸƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƫƹƨ�ƹƺᄙ�ᇳᅺ�ᄬ�ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ƹǀƸƟƣƽ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�Ɵƞƶƶƺƿᄭᄙ

ƹ� Ʃƫƾ� ƾƻƣƣơƩᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƽƣƤƣƽƽƣƢ� ƿƺ� �Ʃǀ� �ƺƹƨưƫᅷƾ� ƾƿƽƺƹƨ� ƿƞƶƴ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƞƤƿƣƽ-
noon. In English he referred to his interview with CNN and said that 
Taiwan would not accept any military�ƿƩƽƣƞƿᄙ�ᅸ�ƣ�ǂƞƹƿ�ƤƽƣƣƢƺƸᄙᅺ��ƺƺƹƨ�
ƨƺƿ�ƿƩƣ�ơƽƺǂƢ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƢ�ƿƺ�ᅸ�ƺᄛᅺ�ƿƺ�ᅸƫƹƿƫƸƫƢƞƿƫƺƹᅺ�ƞƹƢ�ᅸ�ƣƾᄛᅺ�ƿƺ�ᅸ�ƣƞơƣᅺ�
ƞƹƢ� ƿƺ� ᅸ�ƣƸƺơƽƞơǄᄙᅺ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƾƞƫƢ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƾ� ƿƩƣ� ƿƽǀƣ�ƩƣƞƽƿᅟƤƣƶƿ� ǁƺƫơƣ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣᄙ��ƣ�ǂƞƹƿƾ�ƨƣƹǀƫƹƣ�ƻƣƞơƣ�ƞƹƢ�ƽƣƾƻƣơƿᄙ��Ʃƣ���� will exist 
Ƥƺƽƣǁƣƽᄙ��Ʃƣ���� is an independent, sovereign country.

�Ƥƿƣƽ�ƞ�ƾƺƹƨᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƾƴƣƢ�ƫƤ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ could speak English. No, 
Ʃƣ�ƞƹƾǂƣƽƣƢ�ƩƫƸƾƣƶƤᄙ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾƞƫƢ�Ʃƣ�ǂƞƾ�ǂƫƶƶƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ơƺƹƾƿƽǀơƿƫǁƣ�Ƣƫƾ-
ơǀƾƾƫƺƹƾ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƣƻǀƟƶƫơ�ƺƤ��Ʃƫƹƞ, but would not surrender. At 
the end, people cleaned up their small messes.

�ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ǂƫƶƶƫƹƨƹƣƾƾ�ƿƺ�ƾƻƣƞƴ�	ƹƨƶƫƾƩ�ƞƿ�ƞ��ƞƫǂƞƹ campaign rally had 
two purposes. First, he wished to compare himself favorably to Chen 

99 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇷᇹ

�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᄙ� �ƣơƺƹƢᄕ� ƺǁƣƽ� ᇶᇶᇲ� Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ� ƽƣƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƸƣ� ƿƺ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƿƺ�
ƺƟƾƣƽǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƣǃƻƣơƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƾƺƸƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�ƞƿ�Ʃƫƾ�ƽƞƶƶǄᄙ�
�Ƥ� ƿƩƣ� Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ� ưƺǀƽƹƞƶƫƾƿƾᄕ� ᇴᇷᇴ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƸƣ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƿƩƣ� �ƾƫƞᅟ�ƞơƫƧƬơ� ƽƣƨƫƺƹ�
ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ� ᇳᇲᇶ� ƤƽƺƸ� �ƞƻƞƹᄕ� ƿƩƣ� ƶƞƽƨƣƾƿ� Ƥƺƽƣƫƨƹ� ơƺƹƿƫƹƨƣƹƿᄕ� ƞƹƢ� ᇻᇵ� ƤƽƺƸ�
Hong Kongᄕ� ǂƩƫƶƣ� ᇳᇲᇹ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƸƣ� ƤƽƺƸ� 	ǀƽƺƻƣ� ƞƹƢ� ᇹᇴ� ƩƞƢ� ơƺƸƣ� ƤƽƺƸ�
North America. The additional journalists came from Middle Eastern 
countries such as Jordan.100

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ƿƩƣ���� also stooped to its lowest in its attack advertise-
ments. A television ad broadcast on all three free-to-air stations portrayed 
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ as similar to Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini together 
with footage of missile attacks.101 In addition, the Lien camp had at least 
ƧƬǁƣ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹƞƶ�ƻƽƫƹƿ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƢƞǄᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ǁƺƿ-
ing for the DPP would lead to a pile of blocks collapsing. The ad said, “if 
we change the party to rule, then we will change stability to chaos, pros-
ƻƣƽƫƿǄ�ƿƺ�Ƣƣƻƽƣƾƾƫƺƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƣƞơƣ�ƿƺ�ǂƞƽᅺ�ƞƹƢ�ơƶƺƾƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƺǀƽ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƢƣơƫƢƣƾ�ƿƩƣ�
future of your children and grandchildren.”102 Another Lien ad urged 
ƽƣưƣơƿƫƹƨ� ᅸƿƽƞƨƣƢǄᅺ� ƞƹƢ� ᅸƩƞƿƣᄕᅺ� ơƺƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ� ᅸ�ƺǀƽ� ǁƺƿƣ� ǂƫƶƶ� ƢƣơƫƢƣ� ƿƩƣ�
future of the next generation.”103 A third print ad had a stock market col-
lapsing owing to “Taiwan Independence.”104 Another had a big black 
ơƩƞƽƞơƿƣƽ�ᅸ
ƣƞƽᄛᅺ�ǂƽƫƿƿƣƹ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƽƣƣƹ left half and red right half of the ad. 
The attack on Chen said his election would lead to war and a collapse of 
ƿƩƣ� ƾƿƺơƴ� Ƹƞƽƴƣƿᄕ� ǂƩƫƶƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƞƿƿƞơƴ� ƺƹ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƾƞƫƢ� Ʃƫƾ� ƾƿƣƞƶƫƹƨ� ƻǀƟƶƫơ�
money would also lead to a stock market collapse.105 The content of the 
ƶƣƿƿƣƽ�ƺƤ��ƺƺƹƨ��ƣƫᅟƶƫƹƨ�ᄬ�Ƹƣ��Ʃƫƞƹƨ��ƞƫᅟƾƩƣƴᄭ�ƣǃƻƽƣƾƾƫƹƨ�Ʃƣƽ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ�
for Lien Chan�ƧƬƶƶƣƢ�ƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƞƢᄙ106

ƹ� ơƺƹƿƽƞƾƿᄕ� ƿƩƣ�ƸǀơƩ�Ƹƺƽƣ� ƧƬƹƞƹơƫƞƶƶǄ� ơƩƞƶƶƣƹƨƣƢ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƞƹƢ� �ƺƺƹƨ�
campaigns had few advertisements. The key Chen ad had a picture of 
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƻƶǀƾ�ƞ�ƻƫơƿǀƽƣ�ƺƤ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ in green brackets, pictures 

100 Taipei Times, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᄙ
101ᏺ�ƣƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƿƺƽǄ� ƫƹ�Taipei Times, �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇸᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƞƢᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƩƞƢ�ƹƺ�ƻƽƫƹƿ�

equivalent, was disturbing.
102 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Taiwan ribao 台灣 

日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
103 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄖ�Taiwan ribao 台灣 

日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ

104 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇻᄖ� Zhongguo shibao  
中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ

105 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇶᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƞƢ�ƸƞǄ�ƹƺƿ�Ʃƞǁƣ�
ơƺƸƣ�ƤƽƺƸ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƩƣƞƢƼǀƞƽƿƣƽƾᄙ

106 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 
[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇷᇺ

of Lien Chan with Wu Tse-yuan and Lo Fu-chu�ᄬƿǂƺ�Ɵƶƞơƴ�ƾƺơƫƣƿǄ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽƾᄭ�
in blue�Ɵƽƞơƴƣƿƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƫơƿǀƽƣƾ�ƺƤ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƹ��Ʃƫƹƨᅟƻƫƞƺ�ᄬƞƹƺƿƩƣƽ�
Ɵƶƞơƴ�ƾƺơƫƣƿǄ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽᄭ�ƫƹ�ƽƣƢ�ƾƼǀƞƽƣ�Ɵƽƞơƴƣƿƾᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ƞƾƴƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƺ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƻƣƺ-
ple are you preparing to give Taiwanᅷƾ�Ƥǀƿǀƽƣᄞᅺ107 Another ad, by a variety 
ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾᄕ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƹƣ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ�ƫƾ�ƹƺƿ�ƣƹƺǀƨƩᄛ��ƣƿ�ǀƾ�ƾƞǄ�
good-bye to black and gold.”108��Ʃƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƢ�ƾƩƺǂƣƢ��ƺƺƹƨ� ƫƹ�Ƹƫƹƣƽᅷƾ�
dress and emphasized health plans for workers and for treating women 
equally.109 

�ƣǁƣƽƞƶ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾᄕ� ƣƾƻƣơƫƞƶƶǄ� ƿƩƺƾƣ� ƺƤ� �ƫƣƹ� ƞƹƢ� �ƺƺƹƨᄕ�
raised the issue of strategic voting as clearly the competition between 
�ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�ƾƫƸƫƶƞƽ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƹƺƿ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƣƹƢƞƹƨƣƽƣƢ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�
ƞƶƾƺ�ƸƞƢƣ�ƞ��Ʃƣƹ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄ�ƻƺƾƾƫƟƶƣᄙ��ƹƣ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƢ�ƻƽƺơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ǀƸƻ��ƺƺƹƨ�
to Protect Lien to Defeat A-bianᄙᅺ�ᅸ�ǀƸƻƫƹƨ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƿƺ��ƽƺƿƣơƿ��ƫƣƹ�ᅸǂƺǀƶƢ�
“Protect Peace, Protect the New Taiwan��ƺƶƶƞƽ�ᄴ�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ơǀƽƽƣƹơǄᄵᄕ�ƞƹƢ�
Protect the Republic of China.”110 A second Lien ad, placed by the KMTᅷƾ�
Huang Fu-hsing Party of retired servicemen, claimed, “The iron votes of 
ƿƩƣ��ǀƞƹƨ� 
ǀᅟƩƾƫƹƨ�Ƹƺƾƿ� ƢƣƧƬƹƫƿƣƶǄ� Ƣƺ� ƹƺƿ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ǂƩƺ� ƽƣǁƺƶƿ�
against the Party or who engage in Taiwan Independence.” It concluded, 
ᅸ�ǀƸƻ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƿƺ��ƞǁƣ��ƫƣƹᄙ��ƹƶǄ�ƿƩƣƹ�ơƞƹ�ǂƣ�ƣƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣ�
and forever protect the Republic of China.”111 A third Lien ad claimed, 
ᅸ�Ʃƣ�ơƺƺƻƣƽƞƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ plus the 
hidden Taiwan Independence Chang Chao-hsiung� ƞƹƢ� �ƞƸƣƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ 
ưƺƫƹƿƶǄ�ƻƶƞƹ�ƿƺ�ƾƣƣƴ�Ɵƽƫƹƨ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ƞ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄙᅺ��ƩƣƽƣƤƺƽƣᄕ�
“Dump��ƺƺƹƨ�ƿƺ��ƽƺƿƣơƿ��ƫƣƹᄙᅺ112

�� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ� ǀƽƨƣƢ� ǁƺƿƫƹƨ� Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƣ� �ƺƺƹƨᅟ�Ʃƞƺ� ƿƫơƴƣƿᄙ�
“Dumping Lien to Protect Bian means Chaos, Instability, and War. 
�ǀƸƻƫƹƨ��ƫƣƹ�ƿƺ��ƽƺƿƣơƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�Ƹƣƞƹƾ��ƿƞƟƫƶƫƿǄᄕ��ƣƞơƣ�ƞƹƢ��ƣƤƺƽƸᄙᅺ113 A 
ƾƣơƺƹƢ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƢ� ƻƽƺơƶƞƫƸƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ǀƸƻ� �ƫƣƹ� ƿƺ� �ƽƺƿƣơƿ� �ƺƺƹƨᄙ� �ƞǁƣ� ƿƩƣ�

107 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ� Zhongguo shibao  
中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ

108 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇷᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄖ Lianhebao  
聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

109 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄖ�Taiwan ribao 台灣 
日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ

110 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇸᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄖ� Taiwan ribao  
台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ

111 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ
112 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
113 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇷᇻ

�ƞƽƿǄ�ƞƹƢ��ƞǁƣ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƿƫƺƹ.”114 That evening the TV news reported many 
ƽǀƸƺƽƾ�ƞƟƺǀƿ�ᅸ�ǀƸƻƫƹƨ��ƫƣƹ�ƿƺ��ƞǁƣ��ƺƺƹƨᅺ�ƞƹƢ��ǀƸƻƫƹƨ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƿƺ��ƞǁƣ�
Lien.”

�Ʃƣ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸ�ƞƶƾƺ�ơƺƹƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƸƣƹƿƾᄙ�
Lien had endorsements from many old KMT� ƶƣƞƢƣƽƾ� ƫƹơƶǀƢƫƹƨ� �ƩƫƣƩ�
Tung-minᄕ��ǀƹ��ǀƹᅟƾǀƞƹᄕ��˦��ǀƺᅟƩǂƞ, Li Kwoh-ting 李國鼎, Lee Huan, 
Hwang Tzuen-chiou 黃尊秋, Chiu Chuang-huan, Koo Chen-fu 辜振甫 
ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ��ƩƞƹƨᅟơƩƫƩ 宋長志,115 from Chen Li-an,116 from Koo Chen-fu 
ᄬƞƨƞƫƹᄕ� ƞƾ� ƞƹ� ƫƹƢƫǁƫƢǀƞƶ� ƿƩƫƾ� ƿƫƸƣᄭᄕ117 from several academics, doctors, 
Ɵǀƾƫƹƣƾƾ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƞƹƢ� ƧƬƹƞƹơƫƣƽƾᄕ118 and from the Chinese Religious 
Association.119��Ʃƣƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƸƣƹƿƾ� ƤƽƺƸ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ, Hsu Wen-
lung 許文龍�ᄬƞƶƾƺ�ƴƹƺǂƹ�ƞƾ��ᄙ�ᄙ��Ʃƫᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƩƣƞƢ�ƺƤ��ƩƫᅟƸƣƫ�
ƺƺƢƾᄭᄕ��Ʃƞƹƨ�
�ǀƹƨᅟƤƞ 張榮發� ᄬƿƩƣ� ƩƣƞƢ� ƺƤ� 	ǁƣƽƨƽƣƣƹ� ƹƢǀƾƿƽƫƣƾᄭᄕ� ƞƹƢ��ƫƿƞ� ƹƨ 殷琪 
ᄬƞƶƾƺ�ƴƹƺǂƹ�ƞƾ� ƹƨ��Ʃƫᄕ� ƿƩƣ�ƩƣƞƢ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ��ƫƨƩ��ƻƣƣƢ��ƞƫƶᄙᄭ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�
ơƺƹơƶǀƢƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƣơƞǀƾƣ�ᄴƩƣ�ƫƾᄵ�ƿƽǀƾƿǂƺƽƿƩǄᄕ�ƾƺ�ƿƩƣǄ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƾƿƺƺƢ�ǀƻᄛᅺ120 Two 
Ƹƺƽƣ� ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾ� Ƥƺƽ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƸƣƹƿƫƺƹƣƢ� �ƣƣ� �ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩᄙ121 Although 
�ƺƺƹƨ� ƩƞƢ� ƞƹ� ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƸƣƹƿ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ� �ƞƺƩƾƫǀƹƨ-Pingtung lawyers, 
who claimed he had not stolen money,122 his endorsements were clearly 
Ƥƣǂƣƽᄙ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�Ƹƞưƺƽ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ�ƩƞƢ�ƿǂƺ�ƺƟƾơǀƽƣƢ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ǂƞƶƴƫƹƨ�ƫƹ�
ƿƩƣ�Ƥƺƨᄕ�ƾƞǄƫƹƨ�ᅸ�ƶƿƩƺǀƨƩ�ǂƣ�Ʃƞǁƣƹᅷƿ�ƾƿƺƺƢ�ǀƻᄚ�Ƣƺƹᅷƿ�Ƥƺƽƨƣƿ�Ǆƺǀƽ�ơƽǀơƫƞƶ�
ǁƺƿƣ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᅺ�Ƥƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ123


ƽƫƢƞǄᄕ��ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇹ�ǂƞƾ� ƿƩƣ� ƶƞƾƿ� Ƥǀƶƶ� ƢƞǄ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƞƾ� ƿƩƣ� ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�
went to the polls the next day. Despite the charged rhetoric, a fairly 
detailed comparison of the policies of the three main candidates showed 

114 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
115 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國

時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily], March 
ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

116 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國
時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇹᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄙ

117 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇸᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ� Zhongguo shibao  
中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ

118 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇻᄙ
119 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
120 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇸᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇳᄖ� Zhongguo shibao  

中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇸᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], 
�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ

121 Taiwan ribao 台灣日報 [Taiwan Daily]ᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇳᇹᄙ
122 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇷᄙ
123 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇸᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇸᇲ

strong similarities.124��ƹƣ�ơƺǀƶƢ�ƞƽƨǀƣ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƩƽƣƣ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣƾ�ƞƶƶ�ơƞƸƣ�
from the “broad middle” and that they had ratcheted up the campaign 
rhetoric in order to attract certain types of voters including those few vot-
ƣƽƾ�ƺƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǃƿƽƣƸƣƾᄙ��ƹ��Ʃƫƹƞ, all three candidates had moderate poli-
cies, though the Chinese�ƞƹƢ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƺƤ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�
ƞơơƣƻƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƿƽǀƿƩ�ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿƾᄙ��Ʃƣƹ�ơƶƣƞƽƶǄ�ƞƢǁƺơƞƿƣƢ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƺƤ�ƞƹ�
independent Taiwan, but he had accepted that he would not declare 
independence if elected and China did not invade. In any case, all three 
candidates agreed that the Republic of China was a sovereign nation. All 
three called for a strong military. All three called for more active foreign 
relations. Their economic policies also appeared similar, and all three 
advocated protecting the environment, improving technology, increasing 
cultural production and participation, and helping aborigines. Perhaps 
the major difference would be the type of government they would imple-
Ƹƣƹƿᄙ� �Ʃƣƹ� �ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ would “rotate” ruling parties and emphasize 
democracyᄙ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ would have a “supra-party” government, though 
he also had strong links with the ruling KMT. Lien Chan would continue 
the KMT government in power with the expectation that this would con-
ƿƫƹǀƣ�ƟƺƿƩ�ƿƩƣ�ƾǀơơƣƾƾƣƾ�ᄬƞƹƢ�Ƥƞƫƶǀƽƣƾᄭ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƽƣƨƫƸƣᄙ

�ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹ�ǂƞƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƢƞǄ�Ƥƺƽ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƢƞƫƶǄ�ƹƣǂƾƻƞ-
pers. A very nasty attack Lien ad was headlined, “The Dangerous A-bian, 
�ƞƹ� �ƺǀ� �ƣƞƶƶǄ� �ƺƿƣ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƫƸᄞᅺ� �ƹ� ǀƹƻƶƣƞƾƞƹƿ� ƻƫơƿǀƽƣ� ƺƤ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƩƞƢ�
Chinese�ơƩƞƽƞơƿƣƽƾ�Ƥƺƽ�ᅸ�ƞơƴ�ƺƤ��ƺƽƞƶƾᄕᅺ�ᅸ�Ʃƣƞƿᄕᅺ�ᅸ�Ʃƞƹƨƣᅺ�ᄬƿƩƣ�ƶƞƾƿ�ƿǂƺ�
ơƩƞƽƞơƿƣƽƾ�ƩƞƢ�ƾƫƸƫƶƞƽƫƿƫƣƾ�ƿƺ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ƹƞƸƣᄕ��ƫƞƹᄭᄕ�ƞƹƢ�ᅸ�ƣƨƣƸƺƹǄᅺ�ƻƺƫƹƿ-
ƫƹƨ�ƞƿ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ƩƣƞƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƣǃơƶƞƸƞƿƫƺƹ�Ƹƞƽƴƾᄙ125 A second Lien ad had an 
endorsement from Mayor��ƞ��ƫƹƨᅟưƣƺǀ.126 A third Lien ad consisted of an 
endorsement from doctors.127 A fourth ad was an endorsement from 
�ƞƹƨ� �ƩǀƫᅟƸǀ, a former DPP leader.128 A Lien ad from the Hung-men  
洪門��ƺơƫƣƿǄ�ƽƣǁƣƞƶƣƢ�ƞ� ᅸƾƣơƽƣƿ�ơƺƢƣᅺ�ƞƾ�Ƹƣƞƹƫƹƨ�ᅸ�ǀƸƻ��ƺƺƹƨᄕ��ǀƸƻ�
�Ʃƣƹ�ƿƺ��ƞǁƣ Lien.”129 A sixth ad urged the “Protecting of the Republic of 
Chinaᅺ� ƞƹƢ� ǀƽƨƣƢ� ᅸ�ǀƫơƴƶǄ��ǀƸƻ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƿƺ� �ƽƺƿƣơƿ� �ƫƣƹᄙᅺ��� ƶƺƿ� ƺƤ� ƿƣǃƿ�

124 Taipei Times, �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ
125 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
126 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中國

時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇲᄙ

127 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇹᄙ
128 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 

[United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
129 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇷᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇸᇳ

ƾƿƞƿƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� ᅸ�ƺƿƫƹƨ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƫƾ� �ƺƿƫƹƨ� Ƥƺƽ� �ƫƞƹᄙᅺ130 A seventh Lien ad 
from military�ǁƫƶƶƞƨƣƽƾ�ơƽƫƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƹƨƣƽᄛ��ƞƹƨƣƽᄛ��ƞƽ�ƫƾ�ƸƸƫƹƣƹƿᄛᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƿƣǃƿ�
ƞƽƨǀƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ǀƸƻ� ƿƩƣ� ᅵ�ƺƺƹƨ� �ƴƫƹ� ƞƹƢ� ƿƩƣ� �ƫƞƹ� �ƺƹƣƾᅷ� ƿƺ� �ƽƺƿƣơƿ� ᅵƿƩƣ�
Republic of Chinaᄙᅷᅺ� ƿ�ƾƞƫƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƞƾƿƫƹƨ�ƞ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ� ᅵ�ƺƺƹƨᅷ�ƣƼǀƞƶƾ�ǁƺƿƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�
A-bianᅷƾ�ƞƢǁƞƹƿƞƨƣ�ƣƼǀƞƶƾ�ǁƺƿƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᅷ�ƣƼǀƞƶƾ��ƞƽᄙᅺ�
�ƹƺƿƩƣƽ� ƶƫƹƣ� ƾƞƫƢᄕ� ᅸ�ƞƾƿƫƹƨ� ƞ� ǁƺƿƣ� Ƥƺƽ� ᅵ�ƺƺƹƨᅷ� ƣƼǀƞƶƾ� ǁƺƿƫƹƨ� Ƥƺƽ� �Ʃƞƹƨ�
Chao-hsiung�ƣƼǀƞƶƾ�ǁƺƿƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ� ᅵ�ƞƫǂƞƹ�ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣᅷ�ƣƼǀƞƶƾ��ƞƽᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ�
text explained that Chang had once served as a leader of a friends of Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ organization.131 An eighth Lien ad had the green half of the ad 
labeled “Danger” and the blue half “Peace”. The text in the green half said, 
“Choosing the DPP will give you risk and danger,” while the text in the 
blue half said “Choosing the KMT will give you peace of mind and 
stability.”132 These are only some of the ads on behalf of Lien. In addition, 
those repeated from the previous day are not mentioned.

�ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ƩƞƢ�Ƥƣǂƣƽ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿƾᄙ��ƹƣ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƢ�ƩƫƨƩƶƫƨƩƿƣƢ�
ƿƩƣ� ��� Constitution and emphasized the inauguration oath pledge 
ƸƞƹƢƞƿƣƢ�ƟǄ��ƽƿƫơƶƣ�ᇶᇺᄙ133���ƾƣơƺƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƢ�ƩƞƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸ�ƞƫǂƞƹ 
ƹƢƣƻƣƹƢƣƹơƣ��ƞƽƿǄ��ƶƞƿƤƺƽƸᅺ�ƞƹƢ��ƫƣƹ�ǂƫƿƩ�ᅸ�ǂƺ��ƿƞƿƣƾ��ƩƣƺƽǄᅺ�ƞƽƺǀƹƢ�
Lee Teng-huiᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƩƣƞƢƶƫƹƣ� ơƞƶƶƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�ǀƸƻ� �ƫƣƹ� ƿƺ� �ƽƺƿƣơƿ� �ƺƺƹƨᄛᅺ� ��
ƽƩǄƸƫƹƨ�ơƺǀƻƶƣƿ�ƤƺƶƶƺǂƣƢᄘ�ᅸ���ƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƣƹ�ƫƾ�ƞ��ƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƫƞƹᄕ��ƞƽ�ƿƩƣƹ�
�ƞƹᅷƿ� Ɵƣ��ǁƺƫƢƣƢ� (mian 免).”134� �� ǁƣƽǄ� ơƽƺǂƢƣƢ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƢ� ƻƶƞơƣƢ� ƟǄ� ƞ�
businessman said, “Lien Chan�Ʃƞƾ�ƞƶƽƣƞƢǄ�ƿƽǀƶǄ�ƾƿƽǀơƴ�ƺǀƿᄙ�
ƺƽ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
stability and peace…” the ad urged righteous KMT members and neutral 
ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƫƹ�ƾƺơƫƣƿǄ�ƿƺ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ135

A key Chen advertisement had a huge headline, “We are electing the 
president,” Above a small picture of Hong Kong Chief Executive Tung 
Chee-hua, smaller characters stated, “We are not appointing the Chief 
	ǃƣơǀƿƫǁƣ�ƺƤ�ƞ��ƻƣơƫƞƶ��ƢƸƫƹƫƾƿƽƞƿƫǁƣ��ƣƨƫƺƹᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢ�ơƺƹơƶǀƢƣƢᄕ�ᅸ�ƽƺƿƣơƿ�
�ǀƽ��ƣƸƺơƽƞơǄᄙᅺ136 

130 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇵᇵᄙ
131 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇹᄙ
132 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇹᄙ
133 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
134 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇹᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇵᇴᄖ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇴᄙ
135 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ� ᇳᇹᄕ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ� ƻᄙ�ᇳᇹᄖ� Lianhebao  

聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇶᄙ
136 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᇸᄖ�Zhongguo shibao 中

國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄖ�Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 
ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇹᄙ
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chapter fiveᇳᇸᇴ

Commerce also got into the political act. In front of the Presidential 
�ƦƧƬơƣ��ǀƫƶƢƫƹƨᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ�ƩƞƢ�ƾƫǃ�ƥƷƞƨƾᅭƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƹǀƸƟƣƽƣƢ�
with the surnames of the presidential and vice-presidential candidates 
ǂƩƫƶƣ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƫǃƿƩ� ƩƞƢ� ᅸ�ᇸ� �ǀƞƿƿƽƺᄙᅺ� �Ʃƣ� ƿƣǃƿ� ƞƾƴƣƢᄕ� ᅸ�Ʃƺ� ƫƾ� ƿƩƣ� �ƞƤƣƾƿᄞ�
Drivers Know.”137

�ǀƽƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǁƣƹƫƹƨ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ǂƽƫƿƣƽ�ƞƿƿƣƹƢƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƽƞƶƶǄ�
Ƥƺƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ at the Chungshan 中山��ƺơơƣƽ��ƿƞƢƫǀƸ�ƹƺƿ�Ƥƞƽ�ƤƽƺƸ�
the Grand Hotel 圓山大飯店� ƫƹ��ǀƞƹƾƩƞƹᄕ��ƞƫƻƣƫᄙ��ǀƿƾƫƢƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƿƞƢƫǀƸ�
there were huge crowds of Chen supporters with many flags and banners. 
�Ʃƣƹ�ǂƣ� ƞƽƽƫǁƣƢ� ƞƟƺǀƿ� ᇺᄘᇵᇲ� ƻƸ� ƿƩƣ� ƾƿƞƢƫǀƸ�ǂƞƾ� Ƥǀƶƶᄙ� 	ǁƣƽǄ� ƾƣƞƿ� ǂƞƾ�
taken and people had flooded onto the muddy ground, which was also 
tightly packed, as 100,000 gathered. A genuine enthusiasm, excitement 
ƞƹƢ�ƞƹƿƫơƫƻƞƿƫƺƹ�ƧƬƶƶƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƫƽᄙ

The two comperes were Chen Chuᄕ�ƞ�ƶƺƹƨᅟƿƫƸƣ�ƧƬƨƩƿƣƽ�Ƥƺƽ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞơǄ 
in Taiwan, and a Mainlander male. Many people, such as a DPP member 
of the legislatureᄕ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƫƹƿƽƺƢǀơƣƢᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƾƻƣƞƴᄙ��ƿƩƣƽƾ�ƨƞǁƣ�Ƽǀƫƿƣ�
ƾƩƺƽƿ� ƾƻƣƣơƩƣƾᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƞƟƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ� ƞƿƩƶƣƿƣ� �ᄙ�ᄙ� �ƞƹƨ� ᄬ�ƞƹƨ� �Ʃǀƞƹᅟƴǂƞƹƨ� 
楊傳廣ᄭᄕ� ǂƩƺ� ǂƺƹ� ƞ� ƾƫƶǁƣƽ� ƸƣƢƞƶ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ� ƢƣơƞƿƩƶƺƹ� ƞƿ� ƿƩƣ� ᇳᇻᇸᇲ� �ƺƸƣ�
�ƶǄƸƻƫơƾᄕ�ƾƻƺƴƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹơƣ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ���� for aboriginal people. An 
aboriginal baseball player also spoke and said he spoke for the whole 
baseball team.

DPP Chairman Lin I-hsiung spoke and lost the audience reading from 
ƞ�ƶƫƾƿ�ƺƤ�ƻƽƺƸƫƾƣƾᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�Ʃƫƾ�ǂƫƤƣᄕ�
ƞƹƨ��ǀᅟƸƫƹᄕ�ƾƺƺƹ�ƩƞƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƾƿƞƢƫǀƸᅷƾ�ƿƺƿƞƶ�
attention as she spoke in Mandarin about how her daughter Lin Huan-
chun 林奐均ᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ƩƞƢ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƾƿƞƟƟƣƢ�ƾƫǃ�ƿƫƸƣƾ�ƺƹ�
ƣƟƽǀƞƽǄ�ᇴᇺᄕ�ᇳᇻᇺᇲᄕ�ƩƞƢ�
ƨƫǁƣƹ� ƟƫƽƿƩ� ƿƺ� ƞ� ƢƞǀƨƩƿƣƽ� ƣƶƣǁƣƹ� ƢƞǄƾ� ƟƣƤƺƽƣᄙ� 
ƞƹƨ� �ǀᅟƸƫƹ�ƩƞƢ� ƽǀƾƩƣƢ�
back to Taiwan to cast her vote and urged her fellow citizens to cast their 
votes too.

Three former chairmen of the DPPᄕ��ƞƺ��Ʃƫƞᅟǂƣƹᄕ��ƩƫƩ��ƫƹƨᅟƿƣƩ, and 
Chang Chun-hung—all former political prisoners— came to the podium 
to join together with Lin I-hsiung and to speak for a few minutes. These 
four men had many decades of experience as political prisoners. For 
those of us who had experienced the old dictatorial regime, their pres-
ence was very moving. I sensed the many young people at the rally did 
not really understand where Taiwan had been politically nor the sacri-
ƧƬơƣƾ� ƿƩƣƾƣ�Ƹƣƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƺƿƩƣƽƾ�ƩƞƢ�ƸƞƢƣᄕ�Ɵǀƿ� ƿƩƣ�Ǆƺǀƹƨ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƿƺƺ�
supported political reform and democracy.

137 Ziyou shibao 自由時報 [Liberty Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇺᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇸᇵ

�ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ spoke by TV screen to the audience. He apologized that 
Ʃƣ�ơƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�Ɵƣ�ƻƽƣƾƣƹƿᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ơƶƣƞƽƶǄ�ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ for presi-
dent. Lee stated that Chen was the only choice to reform Taiwan. 

�ƺ�ƿƩƣ�ƿǀƹƣ�ƺƤ��ƣƣƿƩƺǁƣƹᅷƾ�ᅸ�Ƣƣ�ƿƺ��ƺǄᄕᅺ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ and Annette 
Lu arrived about 11.20 pm after having participated in campaign rallies in 
Kaohsiung and Taichung. Chen said that after his inauguration he would 
resign all his DPP positions and would not participate in party work. It 
was important to separate the Party and Government. Chen also said he 
would have a multi-party group including members of the DPP, the KMT, 
the New Party, the Taiwan Independence Party and non-partisans to deal 
with the Mainland. He noted that dealing with the Mainland is not the 
prerogative of only one party. The negotiations with the Mainland, which 
ǂƺǀƶƢ� Ɵƣ� ƶƣƢ� ƟǄ� �ƣƣ� �ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ, would be comprehensive. Chen also 
pledged to examine the proposals of other presidential candidates and to 
use those which are good. Chen clearly was seeking a consensus and try-
ing to draw all of the people of Taiwan together. Chen said people should 
use their votes to rewrite (gaixie 改寫ᄭ�ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƺ�ơƽƣƞƿƣ�ƩƫƾƿƺƽǄᄙ

Annette Lu then spoke about external regimes including the Japanese 
and the KMTᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƫƿ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƫƸƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƞƫǂƞƹƣƾƣ to rule themselves. Wu 
�ƩǀᅟơƩƣƹ�ᄬ�ƽƾ��Ʃƣƹᄭᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ǂƞƾ�ƫƹưǀƽƣƢ�ǂƩƣƹ�ƽǀƹ�ƺǁƣƽ�ƟǄ�ƞ�ƿƽǀơƴ�ƫƹ�ᇳᇻᇺᇷᄕ�
spoke briefly about the importance of voting. At the end, all on the 
podium including the former chairmen of the DPP bowed to the audi-
ence three times.

�Ʃƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�ƢƞǄᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇺᄕ�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇺ�ƞƸ�ƿƺ�ᇶ�ƻƸᄕ�ᇺᇴᄙᇸᇻ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇵᄕᇵᇲᇷ�ƻƺƶƶƫƹƨ�ƟƺƺƿƩƾ�ƫƹ�ƾơƩƺƺƶƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƣƸƻƶƣƾ�ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩƺǀƿ�
Taiwan and the off-shore islands to cast their ballots for president. This 
percentage was very high since it included all citizens aged 20 and above. 
In addition, in order to vote citizens had to return to their place of house-
ƩƺƶƢ�ƽƣƨƫƾƿƽƞƿƫƺƹᄙ��Ʃƣ�ǁƺƿƣƽ�ƿǀƽƹƺǀƿ�ƫƹ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲ�ǂƞƾ�ᇸᄙᇸᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƩƫƨƩƣƽ�ƿƩƞƹ�
ƿƩƣ�ƞƶƽƣƞƢǄ�ƩƫƨƩ�ᇹᇸᄙᇲᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ᇳᇻᇻᇸ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄙ

An Analysis of the 2000 Presidential Election Results

�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ won a close election over a divided opposition�ᄬƾƣƣ��ƞƟƶƣ�
ᇷᄙᇵᄭᄙ138�ƹ�ƾƺƸƣ�ǂƞǄƾᄕ�Ʃƫƾ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄ�ƸƫƽƽƺƽƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƺƤ�Ʃƫƾ�ᇳᇻᇻᇶ�ƸƞǄƺƽƞƶ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄ�

138ᏺ�Ʃƣ� ƺƦƧƬơƫƞƶ� �ƣƹƿƽƞƶ� 	ƶƣơƿƫƺƹ��ƺƸƸƫƾƾƫƺƹ results are available at httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙ 
ᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/ǁƺƿƣᇵ.asp?pass1=A2000A0000000000aaa. A wide variety of detailed results can 
be obtained through httpᄘᄧᄧᇴᇳᇲᄙᇸᇻᄙᇴᇵᄙᇳᇶᇲ/cec/..%ᇷ�Ƹƣƹǀ_main.asp?titlec=%�ᇴነ�ᇶነᇴᇲ
ነ�ᇶ�%ᇴᇲነ�ᇷነ
ᇶነᇴᇲነ�ᇳነᇸᇲነ�ᇴነ�	ᄬነ�ᇲነ�ᇸነ�ᇳነᇸᇲነ�ᇴነ�	ᄭነBF%EF%C1
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chapter fiveᇳᇸᇶ

in Taipeiᄙ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ� ǁƫơƿƺƽǄᅭƞƹƢ� ƿƩƫƾ� ƫƾ� ƞƹ� ƫƸƻƺƽƿƞƹƿ�ƻƺƫƹƿᅭǂƞƾ�ǂƫƢƣƶǄ�
ƞơơƣƻƿƣƢ�ƞƾ�ƶƣƨƫƿƫƸƞƿƣᄙ��ƫƾ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄ�ƣƹƢƣƢ�ƧƬƤƿǄᅟƧƬǁƣ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�ƺƤ���� rule both 
as a colonial dictatorship under Chiang Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo 
and as a democratizing polity under Lee Teng-hui. With the 2000 presi-
dential election, Taiwan had now begun the true test of a democracy, the 
peaceful transition of the former opposition to government and the 
simultaneous transition of government to opposition.

Table 5.3. Presidential election results, March 18, 2000
Candidate Party Votes %
�Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ DPP  4,977,697  39.30%
�ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ Non-partisan  4,664,972  36.84%
Lien Chan KMT  2,925,513  23.10%
Hsu Hsin-liang Non-partisan 79,429   0.63%
Lee Ao New Party 16,782   0.13%

Total 12,664,393 100.00%

�Ʃƣ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ� ǂƞƾ� ơƺƸƻƶƣǃ� ƞƹƢ� ǀƹƻƽƣƢƫơƿƞƟƶƣᄙ� �ƹƣ�
rural KMT�ǁƺƿƣ�ơƞƻƿƞƫƹ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹ�ƫƹ�ƺǁƣƽ�ƿƩƫƽƿǄ�
years that he had not been able to predict. The large votes for both Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ surprised even insiders in all camps as did the 
small vote totals for Lien Chan, the KMT candidate.

Let us begin with the two minor candidates. Essentially, Lee Ao with-
drew from the campaign on March 11 saying that he supported James 
�ƺƺƹƨ as the least harmful of the three main contenders.139 Lee Ao did 
not appear for a post-election press conference, a duty that his vice-pres-
idential candidate Elmer Fung�ƩƞƢ�ƿƺ�ƤǀƶƧƬƶƶᄙ��ƾǀ��ƾƫƹᅟƶƫƞƹƨᅷƾ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞơǄ�
ƞƶƾƺ�ƤƞƫƶƣƢ�ƸƫƾƣƽƞƟƶǄᄙ��ƣ�ƽƞƹƨ��Ʃƣƹᅷƾ�ƩƣƞƢƼǀƞƽƿƣƽƾ�ƿƺ�ƺƦƤƣƽ�Ʃƫƾ�ơƺƹƨƽƞƿǀ-
lations, but he did not support a DPP�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƹƢƫƢƞƿƣ�ǀƹƿƫƶ�ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄙ


ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ƿƫƸƣᄕ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ƢƫǁƫƢƣƢ�ƽƣƨƫƺƹƞƶƶǄᄙ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ 
ǂƺƹ�Ʃƫƾ�ǁƫơƿƺƽǄ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƺǀƿƩ�ǂƫƹƹƫƹƨ��ƩƞƹƨƩǀƞᄕ��ǀƹƶƫƹ, Chiayi, Tainan, 
Kaohsiung and Pingtung counties and Chiayi, Tainan, and Kaohsiung 
municipalities. Chen also won Ilan in the northeast, the homeland of 
ƸƞƹǄ�ƺƤ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƣƞƽƶǄ�ƹƺƹᅟƻƞƽƿƫƾƞƹƾᄙ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺƹ�ƣǁƣƽǄǂƩƣƽƣ�ƣƶƾƣᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�
the race in North Taiwan, Central Taiwan and Penghu was very close 

ነᇹ�&pass1=A2000A0000000000aaa%20%20&pdf=A200000ᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƢƞƫƶǄ�ƻƽƣƾƾ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�
2000 also has detailed results and analyses.

139 Taipei Times, March 12, 2000, p. 2.
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇸᇷ

except in Nantou, the former location of the provincial government, 
ǂƩƣƽƣ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƩƞƢ� ǂƺƹ� ơƺƹƾƫƢƣƽƞƟƶƣ� ƶƺǄƞƶƿǄᄙ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƢƫƢ� ǁƣƽǄ� ǂƣƶƶ� ƫƹ�
Taoyuan, Hsinchu County and Municipality and Miaoli, the homes of 
many Mainlanders as well as Hakka. He did best in the small counties of 
Hualien and Taitung on the East Coast, and Kinmen and Matsu very close 
to Chinaᄙ��ƫƣƹ�ơƞƸƣ�ƾƣơƺƹƢ�ƿƺ��Ʃƣƹ�ƺƹƶǄ�ƫƹ��ƞƫƹƞƹ�ᄬƿƩƣ�ƹƞƿƫǁƣ�ƻƶƞơƣ�ƺƤ�
ƟƺƿƩ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƞƹƢ� �ƫƣƹᄭ� ƞƹƢ� �ƫƹƨƿǀƹƨ� ơƺǀƹƿƫƣƾ� ƞƹƢ� ƾƣơƺƹƢ� ƿƺ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƫƹ�
Taitung as well as Kinmen and Matsu. Lien placed third everywhere else. 
Internal polling among the three camps suggested that as many as one-
fourth of the voters remained undecided as late as the day before the 
ƣƶƣơƿƫƺƹᄖ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƾ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƺǀƿƩ�ǁƺƿƣƽƾ�ᅸƢǀƸƻƣƢ��ƫƣƹ�ƿƺ�ƻƽƺƿƣơƿ�
�Ʃƣƹᄕᅺ�ǂƩƫƶƣ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƺƽƿƩ�ƿƩƣǄ�ᅸƢǀƸƻƣƢ��ƫƣƹ�ƿƺ�ƻƽƺƿƣơƿ��ƺƺƹƨᄙᅺ140

	ǁƣƹ� ơƽƫƿƫơƾ� ƞơơƣƻƿ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƞƸƣƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ is an excellent politician. He 
remembers names. He goes to funerals and weddings. He sends relevant 
messages. And, as a leader, he gave commands and created action and 
results. As provincial governor�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇻᇵ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇻᇺᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�Ɵǀƫƶƿ�ǀƻ�ƞ�ƨƽƣƞƿ�
bank of support. During this period, he visited every one of Taiwanᅷƾ�ᇵᇲᇻ�
township-level units, usually several times. Through the 2000 election, 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƶƣƞƥƷƣƿƾ�ƫƹ�ƣƞơƩ�ƿƺǂƹƾƩƫƻ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƣǃƻƶƞƫƹ�ǂƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�
ƞơƩƫƣǁƣƢ� ƿƩƣƽƣᄙ� �ƫƸƫƶƞƽƶǄᄕ� ơƺǀƹƿǄ-wide leaflets also explained what he 
had achieved in each county. For example, a letter dated March 10, 2000 
and signed by the former Vice Governor, a native of Chiayi County, stated 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�ǁƫƾƫƿƣƢ��ƩƫƞǄƫ��ƺǀƹƿǄ�ƞ�ƿƺƿƞƶ�ƺƤ� ᇳᇷᇺ�ƿƫƸƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƾƻƣƹƿ���ᇣᇺᇳᄙᇹ�
Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ� ᄬ��ᇣᇴᄙᇹ� Ɵƫƶƫƺƹᄭ141 on such projects as sports grounds, activities 
centers at schools, flood controls, roads and drinking water facilities.142

�ƹƶƫƴƣ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ�ƻƽƣǁƫƺǀƾ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽƾ�ǂƩƺ�ƿƣƹƢƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƾƿƞǄ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƺƦƧƬơƣƾ�
ƺƽ�ƞƿ�ǁƞƽƫƺǀƾ�Ƹƣƣƿƫƹƨƾᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƨƺ�ƺǀƿ�ƞƸƺƹƨ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣᄙ�Ƥ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�
ƾƞƫƢ�ƞ�ƟƽƫƢƨƣ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƾƺƶǁƣ�ƞ�ƿƽƞƹƾƻƺƽƿ�ƻƽƺƟƶƣƸᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƨƫǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƣƺ-
ƻƶƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƟƽƫƢƨƣᄙ� Ƥ� ƿƩƣƽƣ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƥƷƺƺƢƾᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƞƻƻƣƞƽ�ƞƹƢ�ƨƫǁƣ�ơƺƸ-
mands that helped resolve the situation.

While there was no formal vote-buying during the presidential elec-
ƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƺƹƣ�ơƺǀƶƢ�ƞƽƨǀƣ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ƿƣƽƸ�ƞƾ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽ involved 
using the provincial government treasury to engage in massive vote-buy-
ing. When President Lee Teng-hui decided to “freeze” the provincial gov-
ƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ǂƣƹƿ� ƞƶƶ� ƺǀƿ� ƿƺ� ƾƻƣƹƢ� ƸƺƹƣǄᄙ� ƹ� ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹ� ƿƺ� ƿƩƣ�

140ᏺ�ƽǀơƣ� �ƞơƺƟƾᄕ� ᅸ�ƺǀƿƩƣƽƹ� ƾƿƽƣƹƨƿƩ� ƾƞǁƣƢ��Ʃƣƹᄕ� ƣƶƾƣǂƩƣƽƣ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƩƞƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƣƢƨƣᄕᅺ�
Taipei Timesᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇻᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇳᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᄙ

141ᏺ�ƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƣǃơƩƞƹƨƣ�ƽƞƿƣ�ƺƤ��ᇣᇵᇲኙ���ᇣᇳᄙ
142 Leaflet signed by Wu Jung-ming 吳容明 and inserted in all Chiayi copies of Lian-

hebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], March 12, 2000.
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chapter fiveᇳᇸᇸ

ơƺƹƾƿƽǀơƿƫƺƹ� ƤǀƹƢƾᄕ� ǂƩƫơƩ� Ʃƣ� ƣǃƩƞǀƾƿƣƢᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƶƾƺ� ƾƻƣƹƿ� Ʃƫƾ� ƾǀƟƾƫƢǄ�
ƤƽƺƸ�ƿƩƣ�ơƣƹƿƽƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƿƺƿƞƶƣƢ�ƞƟƺǀƿ���ᇣᇳᇲᇲ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ᄬ��ᇣᇵᄙᇵ�
Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƸƺƹƣǄ�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƽƣƼǀƫƽƣ�ơƣƹƿƽƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ƞƻƻƽƺǁƞƶ�ƾƫƹơƣ�
the legislature� ƩƞƢ� ƞƶƽƣƞƢǄ� ƞƻƻƽƺǁƣƢ� ƿƩƣ� ƤǀƹƢƾᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƢƣƧƬơƫƿƾ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƶƣƤƿ�
were huge. When Lien Chan�ƧƬƹƫƾƩƣƢ�Ʃƫƾ�ƿƣƽƸ�ƞƾ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽ, the 
ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ� ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ� ƺǂƣƢ� ��ᇣᇴᇲᇲ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ� ᄬ��ᇣᇸᄙᇹ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ� �Ʃƣƹ�
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƶƣƤƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƺƽƾƩƫƻᄕ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�ƢƣƧƬơƫƿƾ�ƩƞƢ�ƣǃƻƞƹƢƣƢ�ƿƺ���ᇣᇺᇲᇲ�Ɵƫƶ-
ƶƫƺƹ� ᄬ��ᇣᇴᇸᄙᇹ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄕ� ƞƹ� ƫƹơƽƣƞƾƣ� ƺƤ���ᇣᇸᇲᇲ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ� ᄬ��ᇣᇴᇲ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭ� ƫƹ�
ƧƬǁƣ�Ǆƣƞƽƾᄙ��ƺ�ƻǀƿ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�ƧƬƨǀƽƣƾ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƻƣƽƾƻƣơƿƫǁƣᄕ�ƞƿ�ƿƩƫƾ�ƿƫƸƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƹƹǀƞƶ�
total budget for the Taiwan�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿ�ǂƞƾ���ᇣᇴᄕᇶᇲᇲ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ᄬ��ᇣᇺᇲ�Ɵƫƶ-
ƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ

ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǀƾƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�Ɵƞƹƴƾ�ƿƺ�ƶƣƹƢ�ƣƞơƩ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�
ƞƾƾƣƸƟƶǄƸƞƹ���ᇣᇷᇲ�Ƹƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ᄬ��ᇣᇳᄙᇹ�Ƹƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ�	ƞơƩ�ƻƽƺǁƫƹơƫƞƶ�ƞƾƾƣƸƟƶǄ-
man could decide how to spend the money, and this gave each provincial 
ƞƾƾƣƸƟƶǄƸƞƹ�ƶƺơƞƶ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ��Ƥ�ơƺǀƽƾƣᄕ�ƿƩƣǄ�ƿƩƣƹ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ

In aboriginal� ƞƽƣƞƾᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƾƻƣƹƿ� Ƹƞƾƾƫǁƣ� ƤǀƹƢƾ� ƺƹ� ơƺƹƾƿƽǀơƿƫƺƹ� ƺƤ�
roads and the provision of drinking water. Drinking water was important 
and did not cost much. Many of the roads were in unsuitable areas, but 
the aborigines living in the mountains had lacked roads and wanted them 
Ƥƺƽ� ƿƩƣƫƽ�ƺǂƹ�ơƺƹǁƣƹƫƣƹơƣ�ƞƹƢ� ƿƺ� ƿƽƞƹƾƻƺƽƿ� ƨƺƺƢƾᄙ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ƻƽƺǁƫƢƣƢ� ƿƩƣ�
roads, and now aborigines could use cars and trucks, not simply motor-
ơǄơƶƣƾᄙ��ƞƹǄ�ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ� ƽƺƞƢƾ� ƶƞƿƣƽ�ƩƞƢ� ƶƞƹƢƾƶƫƢƣƾᄕ�Ɵǀƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�
ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ� ƹ� ƿƩƣ� ᇴᇲᇲᇲ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿƫƞƶ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄕ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ƺƟƿƞƫƹƣƢ�ᇸᇲᅬᇹᇲ�ƻƣƽ�
cent of the aboriginal vote, though aborigines only accounted for one to 
two per cent of the electorate.

In addition to winning most Mainlander and aboriginal�ǁƺƿƣƾᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�
also won support among Hakka voters, who account for about one-eighth 
of Taiwanᅷƾ� ǁƺƿƣƽƾᄙ� �ƞƴƴƞ� ƫƹ� �ƞƫǂƞƹ� ƧƬƿ� ƸƫƢᅟǂƞǄ� Ɵƣƿǂƣƣƹ� �ƺƴƴƫƣƹ 
Taiwanese and Mainlanders. Historically, they have been subject to prej-
udice by Hokkien and both the Japanese and the KMT colonial dictator-
ships tried to split Hokkien and Hakka in a “divide and rule” tactic. Thus 
Hakka had particular roles under the Japanese such as working in the rail-
ways and in the police, roles that continued after the KMT came to 
�ƞƫǂƞƹᄙ��Ʃƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ǂƫƤƣ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽ��ƞƴƴƞ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƩƣƶƻƣƢ�ƨƫǁƣ�ƩƫƸ�
�ƞƴƴƞ�ǁƺƿƣƾᄙ��Ʃƫƶƣ�ƫƿ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ�Ɵƣƣƹ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿ�Ƥƺƽ�ƿƩƣ���� to gain Hakka 
votes in any case, the separate candidacy of Hsu Hsin-liang made any 
DPP�ƞƻƻƣƞƶ�Ƥƺƽ��ƞƴƴƞ�ǁƺƿƣƾ�ƣǁƣƹ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿᄙ

�ƺƸƸƣƹƿƞƿƺƽƾ�ƫƹ�ƞƶƶ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƾ�ƟƣƶƫƣǁƣƢ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ǂƺƹ�
the election if the Chung-hsing Bills case had not arisen. As noted earlier, 
the KMT had given the DPP the Chung-hsing Bills case materials, but the 
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇸᇹ

DPP�ƢƫƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƻǀƟƶƫơƫǅƣ�ƿƩƣƸ�ǂƞƹƿƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƴƣƣƻ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƫƹ�Ɵƞƶƞƹơƣ�ƾƺ�
that Chen would have a chance to win. Thus, the KMT had to raise the 
case in the campaign. Perhaps most disheartening was repeatedly hear-
ƫƹƨ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ� ƾƞǄ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƫƹ� Ƥƞơƿ� �ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ� ƿƞƴƣƹ� ƿƩƣ�ƸƺƹƣǄᄙ��ǀƿ�
ƿƩƣƾƣ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƣǃơǀƾƣƢ��ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ�ƟƣƩƞǁƫƺƽ�ƟǄ�ƾƞǄƫƹƨ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƶƺơƞƶ�ƿƺǂƹƾƩƫƻ�
leaders stole much more. This did not suggest a very high moral standard 
ƺƤ�ƟƣƩƞǁƫƺƽ�ƞƸƺƹƨ�ƣƫƿƩƣƽ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƺƽ�Ʃƫƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾᄙ

�Ʃǀƾᄕ�ƫƹ�ƾǀƸƸƞƽǄᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�ƿǂƺ�ơƞƽƢƾ�ƿƺ�ƻƶƞǄᄙ�
ƫƽƾƿᄕ�Ʃƣ�ᅸǂƺƽƴƣƢ�ƩƞƽƢ�
in government and loved the people” (qinzheng aimin 勤政愛民ᄭᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�
proved successful. But the Chung-hsing Bills case undercut his second 
card, “honesty” (qinglian 清廉ᄭ�ƫƹ�ƨƺǁƣƽƹƸƣƹƿᄙ

ƹ� ơƺƹƿƽƞƾƿ� ƿƺ� �ƺƺƹƨᅷƾ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄕ�ǂƩƫơƩ�ƻƽƺƟƞƟƶǄ� ƣǃơƣƣƢƣƢ�ƣǃƻƣơƿƞ-
ƿƫƺƹƾᄕ� �ƫƣƹᅷƾ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ǂƞƾ� ƞ� Ʃǀƨƣ� ƢƫƾƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƸƣƹƿᄙ� �ƫƣƹ� ƩƞƢ� ƿƩƣ� Ʃǀƨƣ�
KMT behind him, the party which had ruled Taiwan� Ƥƺƽ� ƧƬƤƿǄᅟƧƬǁƣ�Ǆƣƞƽƾ�
both under colonial dictatorship and democracy. In addition, Lien had 
President Lee Teng-huiᅷƾ� ƞơƿƫǁƣ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ� �ƣƻƺƽƿƾ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƣƣ� ƾƣơƽƣƿƶǄ� ƾǀƻ-
ƻƺƽƿƣƢ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ simply were not true. Lee said that Chen had no 
experience. In addition, Lee called Chen sula ᄬ豎仔ᄭᄕ a Hokkien term 
meaning “scum” or “trash.” Lee repeatedly gave many speeches in support 
ƺƤ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƿ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƞƿƿƣƽᅷƾ�ƽƞƶƶƫƣƾᄙ

�ƫƣƹᅷƾ�ƻƽƺƟƶƣƸ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƞƿ�Ʃƫƾ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ǂƞƾ�ƾƻƶƫƿ�ƫƹƿƺ�ƿǂƺ�ƞƹƢ�Ʃƣ�ơƺǀƶƢ�
not bring the two strands together. Thus, Lien repeatedly tried to win the 
Mainlandersᄕ�ǂƩƺ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƨƺƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ǁƺƿƣ�ƸƞƫƹƶǄ�Ƥƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƫƹ�ƞƹǄ�ơƞƾƣᄙ�ƹ�ƺƹƣ�
ƾƣƹƾƣᄕ�ƿƩƫƾ�ǂƞƾ�ǀƹǂƫƾƣ�Ɵƣơƞǀƾƣ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽƾ�ƞơơƺǀƹƿ�Ƥƺƽ�ƶƣƾƾ�ƿƩƞƹ�ᇳᇷ�ƻƣƽ�
cent of Taiwanᅷƾ� ƣƶƣơƿƺƽƞƿƣᄖ� ƿƩǀƾᄕ� ƣǁƣƹ� ƫƤ� �ƫƣƹ� ƩƞƢ� ǂƺƹ� ƞƶƶ� ƺƤ� ƿƩƣ�
Mainlander vote, this in itself could not win the election. In addition, 
Mainlanders, more than any other group, tend to vote ethnically and 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽᄙ������ member complained that Lien allowed 
Mainlanders under Jason Hu to handle his campaign. These people lacked 
an understanding of the “heart of Taiwan” and they also lacked experi-
ence. The DPP campaign, in contrast, had many leaders who had been 
ƿƩƽƺǀƨƩ�ƧƬǁƣ�ƺƽ�Ƹƺƽƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹƾ�ƻƽƣǁƫƺǀƾƶǄᄙ�

The Lien campaign too failed to gain support among Taiwanese. 
Taiwanese felt Lien was weak about Taiwan and that he used too many 
Mainlanders. They wanted a Taiwanese to be president. Thus, the KMT 
campaign over-emphasized the votes of Mainlanders and forgot to seek 
Taiwanese votes, which in any case proved reluctant to support Lien. In 
the process, Lien lost both groups.

�ƹƺƿƩƣƽ�ƢƫƦƧƬơǀƶƿǄ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƫƣƹ�ƩƫƸƾƣƶƤ�ǂƞƾ�ǁƣƽǄ�ǂƣƞƶƿƩǄᄙ��ƞƽƫƺǀƾ�ƣƾƿƫ-
Ƹƞƿƣƾ� ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ� Ʃƫƾ� ƻƽƫǁƞƿƣ� ǂƣƞƶƿƩ� ǂƞƾ� ǂƺƽƿƩ� ƾƺƸƣ� ��ᇣᇴᇲᅬᇵᇲ� Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹ�
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chapter fiveᇳᇸᇺ

ᄬ��ᇣᇸᇹᇲ�Ƹƫƶƶƫƺƹ�ƿƺ���ᇣᇳ�Ɵƫƶƶƫƺƹᄭᄙ��Ʃƣ���� expected Lien to use some of 
his own money to run the campaign, but the amount Lien contributed 
ǂƞƾ�ƫƹƾǀƦƧƬơƫƣƹƿᄙ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƾƻƣƹƢ�ƸƺƹƣǄ�ƿƺ�ƟǀǄ�
ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ưƞơƴƣƿƾ�ƞƹƢ�Ʃƞƿƾᄙ��ƫƣƹ�ƨƞǁƣ�ƿƩƣƸ�ƺǀƿ�Ƥƽƣƣᄙ�ƹ�Ƥƞơƿᄕ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƺƤ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�
jackets were made in Macao and Vietnam and only arrived three days 
before the end of the campaign. Even though they were given out for free, 
very few supporters wore them.

�ƫƣƹ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƩƞƢ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�Ƣƫƹƹƣƽƾᄕ�ưǀƾƿ�ƞƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƹƢ��Ʃƣƹ�ƢƫƢᄙ�
ƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨ�
and Chen, such dinners brought in substantial contributions. Lien was 
happy that lots of people came to his dinners, but contributions were few. 
�Ʃƣƾƣ�ƾƞƸƣ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƿƺ��ƺƺƹƨ�Ƣƫƹƹƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƢƫƢ�ơƺƹƿƽƫƟǀƿƣᄙ

Lien was “wooden” both in his campaign speeches and in meeting peo-
ple during the campaign. In addition, he gave people the impression that 
he was arrogant. To be kind, this may have resulted from Lien being shy. 
Lien, with his family background and wealth, clearly was an aristocrat in 
Taiwan terms. He had had a very smooth career. In the words of one KMT 
ƶƣƞƢƣƽᄕ�ƟƺƿƩ��ƫƣƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƣƽƣ�ƞƽƫƾƿƺơƽƞƿƾᄕ�ƿƩƺǀƨƩ��ƫƣƹ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ�ơƫǁƫƶ�ƞƽƫƾ-
ƿƺơƽƞƿ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ƞ�ƸƫƶƫƿƞƽǄ aristocrat.

�ƫƣƹᅷƾ� ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ� ƾǀƦƤƣƽƣƢ� ƤƽƺƸ� ƞƻƻƞƽƣƹƿ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ǂƩƺ�ǂƣƽƣ� ᅸ�ƫƣƹ�
ƾƴƫƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�Ɵƺƹƣƾᅺ�(Lian pi Song gu 連皮宋骨ᄭᄙ�ƹ�ƺƿƩƣƽ�ǂƺƽƢƾᄕ�ƿƩƣƾƣ�
people, most of whom were KMT leaders, pretended to support Lien, but 
ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ� ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƢ� �ƺƺƹƨᄙ� �Ʃƣ� ƞƾƾǀƸƻƿƫƺƹ� ƿƩƞƿ� ƿƩƣƾƣ� ƻƣƺƻƶƣ� ƞơƿǀƞƶƶǄ�
supported Lien cost the Lien campaign considerably. It did not take much 
ƫƹǁƣƾƿƫƨƞƿƫƺƹ�ƿƺ�ƧƬƹƢ�ƸƞƹǄ�ƾǀơƩ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣ�ƞƶƶ�ƞƽƺǀƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹ.

The success of the Chen campaign also surprised people on all sides of 
ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾᄙ��ƶƣƞƽƶǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ƣƹƢƺƽƾƣƸƣƹƿ�ƺƤ��ƣƣ��ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩ played a vital role. Lee 
�ǀƞƹᅟƿƾƣƩᅷƾ�ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫƾ�ƺƹ�ƺƻƻƺƾƫƹƨ�ᅸƟƶƞơƴ�ƞƹƢ�ƨƺƶƢᅺ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾ�ƞƶƾƺ�Ʃǀƽƿ�ƟƺƿƩ�
ƿƩƣ� �ƺƺƹƨ� ƞƹƢ� �ƫƣƹ� ơƞƸƻƾ� ƞƹƢ� ƞƾƾƫƾƿƣƢ� �Ʃƣƹᄙ� �Ʃƣƹ� ƞƶƾƺ� ƣƸƻƩƞƾƫǅƣƢ�
Taiwan, an appeal that had particular attraction among the Taiwanese, 
who had suffered under the KMT colonial dictatorship.

The Chinese White Paper of February 21, 2000 and Premier� �Ʃǀ�
Rongjiᅷƾ�ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ�ƺƤ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇳᇷ�ƞƶƾƺ�ƩƣƶƻƣƢ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ campaign. 
�Ʃƣƹ�ƢƣƤƣƞƿƣƢ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƟǄ�ƶƣƾƾ�ƿƩƞƹ�ᇴᄙᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄕ�ƾƺ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ interven-
tions did not have to swing many votes to elect Chen and make the 
Chinese actions totally counter-productive. The Chinese never under-
stood that Taiwanese do not surrender under pressure. When Lien and 
�ƺƺƹƨ�ƾƞƫƢ�ƿƩƞƿ�ƞ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��Ʃƣƹ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�Ɵƣ�ƞ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ�ǂƞƽᄕ�ƿƩƣǄ�ƾǀƨƨƣƾƿƣƢ�
that the Chinese threats were working. This was a type of “surrenderism” 
(touxiang zhuyi 投降主義ᄭᄙ�ƹ�ƞƢƢƫƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƞơơƺƽƢƫƹƨ�ƿƺ�ƞ�����ƶƣƞƢƣƽᄕ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇸᇻ

ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣ� ƿƺ� �Ʃǀᅷƾ� ƾƿƞƿƣƸƣƹƿ� ǂƞƾ� ǂƣƞƴ� ƞƹƢ� ƫƿ� ƞƻƻƣƞƽƣƢ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƫƣƹ� ǂƞƾ�
ƞƤƽƞƫƢᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƿƺƺ�ǀƹƢƣƽơǀƿ��ƫƣƹᅷƾ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿᄙ

The 2000 presidential campaign had two characteristics that charac-
terize almost all election campaigns in Taiwanᄙ� 
ƫƽƾƿᄕ� ƞƾ� ƫƹ� ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ�
�ƿƞƿƣƾ and Japan, the campaigns of the three main candidates were 
extraordinarily expensive. In an ideal democracy, those who have the 
ƽƫƨƩƿ�ƿƺ�ƣƶƣơƿ�ƾƩƺǀƶƢ�ƞƶƾƺ�Ʃƞǁƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƽƫƨƩƿ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƣƶƣơƿƣƢᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾᄕ�
�ƞƻƞƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƫǂƞƹᄕ�ƽǀƹƹƫƹƨ�Ƥƺƽ�ƺƦƧƬơƣ�ƽƣƼǀƫƽƣƾ�ƨƽƣƞƿ�ƧƬƹƞƹơƫƞƶ�ƽƣƾƺǀƽơƣƾᄙ�ƹ�
addition, candidates seeking further funds often become beholden to 
wealthy interests that do not necessarily coincide with the interests of the 
nation as a whole. In searching for political models, Taiwan must look 
ƟƣǄƺƹƢ�ưǀƾƿ�ƿƩƣ��ƹƫƿƣƢ��ƿƞƿƣƾ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƻƞƹᄙ

�ƣơƺƹƢƶǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ�ƣǃƿƽƣƸƣƶǄ�ƻƣƽƾƺƹƞƶ�ƞƹƢ�ƧƬƶƿƩǄᄙ�ƹ�ƿƩƫƾᄕ�
the campaigns resembled American Right campaigns such as the cam-
paign of George Bush against John McCain for the Republican nomina-
tion in 2000. The most common element in the advertisements of Lien 
Chan�ƞƹƢ��ƞƸƣƾ��ƺƺƹƨ�ǂƞƾ�ƿƺ�ƣƼǀƞƿƣ�ƞ�ǁƺƿƣ� Ƥƺƽ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ with a 
vote for war. This was particularly ingenuous since all three candidates 
had declared Taiwan/Republic of China “an independent sovereign coun-
try.” Logically, if a vote for Chen was a vote for war, so was a vote for Lien 
ƺƽ�ƞ�ǁƺƿƣ�Ƥƺƽ��ƺƺƹƨᄙ��Ʃƣ���� television advertisement comparing Chen 
�ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹ�ƿƺ��ƢƺƶƤ��ƫƿƶƣƽ and Benito Mussolini was the height of irrespon-
sibility and demonstrated how desperate the KMT had become in the last 
ƢƞǄƾ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄙ��Ʃƣ�ơƶƞƫƸ�ƟǄ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƿƩƞƿ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƩƞƢ�ƾƿƺ-
ƶƣƹ�ƶƣƾƾ�ƸƺƹƣǄ�ƿƩƞƹ�ƶƺơƞƶ�ƿƺǂƹƾƩƫƻ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƿƩƣƽƣƤƺƽƣ�ǂƞƾ�ƼǀƞƶƫƧƬƣƢ�ƿƺ�
run for president was also disturbing.

In the end, the electorate did not swallow the negative advertising and 
gave Chen an unexpectedly large victory. Many voters participated in 
ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹ�ƽƞƶƶƫƣƾᄙ�ƹ�Ƥƞơƿᄕ�ᇺᇴ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƢǀƶƿ�ƻƺƻǀƶƞƿƫƺƹ�ǂƣƹƿ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ�
polls and cast their ballots. This suggests that Taiwanᅷƾ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞơǄ is basi-
cally healthy.143

Demonstrations, Political Legitimacy and Two New Political Parties

�ƿ�ƹƫƨƩƿᄕ�ưǀƾƿ�Ʃƺǀƽƾ�ƞƤƿƣƽ�ƿƩƣ�ƻƺƶƶƾ�ƩƞƢ�ơƶƺƾƣƢᄕ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƾǀƻƻƺƽƿƣƽƾ�ƨƞƿƩƣƽƣƢ�
in front of the KMT Headquarters to demand the resignation of Lee Teng-

143 The preceding three paragraphs are drawn from Bruce Jacobs, “The good, the bad 
and the ugly,” Taipei Timesᄕ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᄕᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇸᄙ

6 I= 6 1L 3 I L D D B DQ 1:577 8LI9 4=IIE 2 L
C J- =IIE L JLI I D= I D BC ? D DI /?I 53. ,

2L ? ALI I D BC I   - -

2
IJ

RL
DB

C
T

1
:

57
7

0
LDB

C
L

LP
?



chapter fiveᇳᇹᇲ

hui as KMT Party Chairman. These demonstrators, who stayed for several 
days, basically remained peaceful. The main complaint was that the noise 
disturbed patients in the nearby National Taiwan� �ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ� �ƺƾƻƫƿƞƶᄙ�
�ƺƾƿ�ƾƫƨƹƫƧƬơƞƹƿƶǄᄕ�ǁƫƽƿǀƞƶƶǄ�ƞƶƶ�ƿƩƣ�ƢƣƸƺƹƾƿƽƞƿƺƽƾ�ƞơơƣƻƿƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƶƣƨƫƿƫƸƞơǄ�
ƺƤ��Ʃƣƹ��ƩǀƫᅟƟƫƞƹᅷƾ victory.144

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ƞ�Ƹƞưƺƽ�ƞƢǁƣƽƿƫƾƣƸƣƹƿ�ƞƻƻƣƞƽƣƢ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�United Daily News 
calling for “Lee Teng-hui to step down immediately and for the KMT to 
ƽƣƤƺƽƸ�ƿƩƺƽƺǀƨƩƶǄᄙᅺ��Ʃƣ�ƞƢᄕ�ƾƫƨƹƣƢ�ƟǄ��ƣƫ��ǀƹƨ 魏鏞 and twenty others, 
ơƞƶƶƣƢ�Ƥƺƽ�ƣǃƞƸƫƹƫƹƨ�Ʃƺǂ�ƿƺ�ƽƣƿǀƽƹ�ƿƺ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƽƣƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ��ƽƫƹơƫƻƶƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�
ƹƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ� ƽƣǀƹƫƧƬơƞƿƫƺƹ�ƞƸƺƹƨ�ƺƿƩƣƽ� ƫƿƣƸƾᄙ145 The same ad, though now 
ǂƫƿƩ�ᇻᇳ�ƾƫƨƹƞƿǀƽƣƾ�ƞƹƢ�ƞ�ơƶƞƫƸƣƢ�ƾƣǁƣƽƞƶ�ƩǀƹƢƽƣƢ�Ƹƺƽƣ���� comrades 
ǂƩƺƾƣ�ƹƞƸƣƾ�ǂƺǀƶƢ�ƹƺƿ�ƧƬƿ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�ƞƢᄕ�ǂƞƾ�ƽƣƻƽƫƹƿƣƢ�ƿǂƺ�ƢƞǄƾ�ƶƞƿƣƽ�ƫƹ�ƿƩƣ�
China Times.146

�ƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇵᄕ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ announced that he would resign the next 
day as KMT Chairman�ƞƿ�ƞ�ƾƻƣơƫƞƶ��ƣƹƿƽƞƶ��ƿƞƹƢƫƹƨ��ƺƸƸƫƿƿƣƣ meeting. 
At the meeting, Lee took responsibility for the KMTᅷƾ�Ƣƫƾƞƾƿƽƺǀƾ�ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹ-
ƿƫƞƶ�ơƞƸƻƞƫƨƹᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƧƬƽƾƿ�ǁƫơƣᅟơƩƞƫƽƸƞƹ, Lien Chan, replaced Lee as interim 
chairman until a special KMT National Congress could convene. Lien 
�Ʃƞƹᅷƾ�ƞƻƻƺƫƹƿƸƣƹƿ�ƞƾ��ƩƞƫƽƸƞƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ���� was, of course, ironic since 
he, more than any single other individual, had led the KMT to its nadir.

�ƺƺƹƨ�ƣƾƿƞƟƶƫƾƩƣƢ�ƞ�ƹƣǂ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƻƞƽƿǄᄕ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƺƻƶƣ�
ƫƽƾƿ��ƞƽƿǄ (qinmin 
dang 親民黨ᄭᄕ�ƺƹ��ƞƽơƩ�ᇵᇳᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄙ147 As shall be seen in the next chapter, 
the People First Party�ᄬ�
�ᄭ�ƟƣơƞƸƣ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƿƩƫƽƢ�Ƹƞưƺƽ�ƻƞƽƿǄᄙ��ǀƿ�ƿƩƣ�
PFP�ƟƞƾƫơƞƶƶǄ�ƽƣƶƫƣƢ�ƺƹ��ƺƺƹƨ�ƞƾ�ƫƿƾ�ƶƣƞƢƣƽ�ƞƹƢ�ƺƹ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽ support in 
the electorate. Thus, it could never hope to gain majority support. In 
addition, its Chinese name, which properly translates as “Close to the 
People Party,” was essentially undemocratic as a democratic party should 
be “of the people,” not “close to [but separate from] the people.” 
Furthermore, in Hokkienᄕ�ƫƿƾ�ƹƞƸƣ�ƾƺǀƹƢƣƢ�ƶƫƴƣ�ᅸƟƶƫƹƢ�ƻƣƺƻƶƣᅷƾ�ƻƞƽƿǄᄙᅺ

�ǁƣƽ�ƞ�Ǆƣƞƽ�ƶƞƿƣƽᄕ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ became the “spiritual leader” of another 
new small political party, the Taiwan� �ƺƶƫƢƞƽƫƿǄ��ƹƫƺƹ� (Taiwan tuanjie 
lianmeng 台灣團結聯盟ᄭ�ƺƽ����, which was formally founded on August 

144 These comments are based on observations of and discussions with the demon-
strators over several evenings.

145 Lianhebao 聯合報 [United Daily News], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇳᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ��ƣƫ��ǀƹƨ, an Ameri-
ơƞƹᅟƿƽƞƫƹƣƢ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƞƶ�ƾơƫƣƹƿƫƾƿᄕ�ƾƣƽǁƣƢ�ƞƾ��ƩƞƫƽƸƞƹ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ��ƞƟƫƹƣƿᅷƾ��ƣƾƣƞƽơƩᄕ��ƣǁƣƶƺƻ-
ment and Evaluation Commission�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇹᇸ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇺᇺ�ƞƹƢ�ƞƾ�ƞ�ƶƣƨƫƾƶƞƿƺƽ�ƤƽƺƸ�ᇳᇻᇻᇴ�ƿƺ�ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄙ

146 Zhongguo shibao 中國時報 [China Times], �ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇵᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇲᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇳᄙ
147ᏺƩƿƿƻᄘᄧᄧǂǂǂᄙƻƤƻᄙƺƽƨᄙƿǂᄧƞƟƺǀƿᄙƻƩƻᄙ
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lee teng-hui as an elected president ᇳᇹᇳ

12, 2001, in time to run for the December 2001 legislative elections.148 The 
��� pushed a strongly Taiwan-centric view that on occasion forced the 
DPP to seek to regain its more fundamentalist Taiwan-centric supporters.

Evaluating Lee Teng-hui

Lee Teng-hui�Ʃƞƾ�ƻƽƺǁƣƢ�ƿƺ�Ɵƣ�ƞ�ơƺƹƿƽƺǁƣƽƾƫƞƶ�ƧƬƨǀƽƣ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹ politics. 
Many scholars of Mainlander “blue” background and their foreign coun-
terparts have condemned him for being dictatorial and for betraying the 
KMT.149 A more generous view credits Lee with greatly contributing to 
�ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫǅƞƿƫƺƹ and ending the KMT colonial dictatorship of 
Chiang Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo. While Lee also used “black” and 
“gold” elements to defeat the Mainlander power-holders, overall his 
achievements deserve great praise.

A survey conducted in early May 2000, just at the end of his presidency 
tells us that Taiwanᅷƾ�ơƫƿƫǅƣƹƾ�ƨƞǁƣ��ƽƣƾƫƢƣƹƿ Lee overwhelmingly passing 
Ƹƞƽƴƾ�ƫƹ�ƞƶƶ�ƞƽƣƞƾ�ƣǃơƣƻƿ�ᅸƽƣƤƺƽƸƫƹƨ�ơƺƽƽǀƻƿ�ƻƺƶƫƿƫơƾᄙᅺ��Ƥ�ƿƩƺƾƣ�ƻƺƶƶƣƢᄕ�ᇺᇺ�
ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƨƞǁƣ��ƣƣ�ƻƞƾƾƫƹƨ�Ƹƞƽƴƾ�ƫƹ�ᅸƻƽƺƸƺƿƫƺƹ�ƺƤ�ƢƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫơ�ƽƣƤƺƽƸᄕᅺ�ᇺᇸ�
ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿ�ƨƞǁƣ�ƩƫƸ�ƻƞƾƾƫƹƨ�Ƹƞƽƴƾ�ƫƹ�ᅸƸƞƫƹƿƞƫƹƫƹƨ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�ƾƺǁƣƽƣƫƨƹƿǄᄕᅺ�
ƞƹƢ� ᇹᇶ� ƻƣƽ� ơƣƹƿ� ƨƞǁƣ� ƩƫƸ� ƻƞƾƾƫƹƨ� Ƹƞƽƴƾ� ƫƹ� ᅸƩƞƹƢƶƫƹƨ� ơƽƺƾƾᅟƾƿƽƞƫƿ�
relations.”150 Furthermore, in “promoting democracy,” Lee received over-
whelming passes from members of all parties, from all groups who identi-
ƧƬƣƢ�ƞƾ�ᅸ�Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ,” “Taiwanese,” or both, from all ethnic groups, and from 

148ᏺ�ƺ�ƺƹƣ�ƫƹǁƺƶǁƣƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ���� realized that its abbreviated Chinese name, Tailian 
台聯, was the same as the Chinese Taiwan Compatriots Association (Zhonghua quanguo 
Taiwan tongbao lianyihui 中華全國臺灣同胞聯誼會ᄭᄙ��Ʃƫƾ�ƺƽƨƞƹƫǅƞƿƫƺƹᄕ�ƤƺǀƹƢƣƢ�ƫƹ��ƣƫ-
jing� ƫƹ��ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇳᇻᇺᇳᄕ� ƫƾ�ƞƦƧƬƶƫƞƿƣƢ�ǂƫƿƩ�ƿƩƣ��Ʃƫƹƣƾƣ Communist Party. For the date of 
�ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇹᄕ�ᇳᇻᇺᇳᄕ�ƾƣƣ�Tongyi zhanxian gongzuo shouce 统一战线工作手册 [Handbook 
for United Front Work] ᄬ�ƞƹưƫƹƨᄘ��ƞƹưƫƹƨ�Ƣƞǃǀƣ�ơƩǀƟƞƹƾƩƣᄕ�ᇳᇻᇺᇸᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇺᇲᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�Ƣƞƿƣ�ƺƤ�
�ƣơƣƸƟƣƽ�ᇴᇻᄕ�ᇳᇻᇺᇳᄕ�ƾƣƣ��ƞ��ƫƽǀƺ�馬子若, “Taiwan tongbao lianyihui dongtai 台灣同胞聯
誼會動態 [The Development of the Taiwan Compatriots Association],” Taisheng 台聲 
[Voice of Taiwan]ᄕ�ƹƺᄙ�ᇳ�ᄬᇳᇻᇺᇵᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇴᇵᄙ

149ᏺ�ƣƣ�ƸƞƹǄᄕ�Ɵǀƿ�ƹƺƿ�ƞƶƶᄕ�ƺƤ�ƿƩƣ�ơƩƞƻƿƣƽƾ�ƫƹ��ƽǀơƣ��ᄙ��ƫơƴƾƺƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƩƫƣƹᅟƸƫƹ��Ʃƞƺᄕ�
eds., Assessing the Lee Teng-hui Legacy in Taiwan’s Politics: Democratic Consolidation and 
External Relations�ᄬ�ƽƸƺƹƴᄕ��ᄙ�ᄙ�ƞƹƢ��ƺƹƢƺƹᄘ��ᄙ	ᄙ��Ʃƞƽƻƣᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇴᄭᄙ�
ƺƽ�ƿƩƣ�ǂƽƫƿƣƽᅷƾ�ƽƣǁƫƣǂ�
ƺƤ�ƿƩƫƾ�Ɵƺƺƴᄕ�ƾƣƣ��ᄙ��ƽǀơƣ��ƞơƺƟƾᄕ�ᅸ�ƣǁƫƣǂ�ƺƤ��ƽǀơƣ��ᄙ��ƫơƴƾƺƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƩƫƣƹᅟƸƫƹ��Ʃƞƺ�ᄬƣƢƾᄭᄕ�
�ƾƾƣƾƾƫƹƨ�ƿƩƣ��ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫ��ƣƨƞơǄ�ƫƹ��ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ��ƺƶƫƿƫơƾᄘ��ƣƸƺơƽƞƿƫơ��ƺƹƾƺƶƫƢƞƿƫƺƹ�ƞƹƢ�
External Relations,” Asian Studies Reviewᄕ�ᇴᇺᄕ�ƹƺᄙ�ᇳ�ᄬ�ƞƽơƩ�ᇴᇲᇲᇶᄭᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇺᇵᅬᇺᇷᄙ

150ᏺ�Ʃƫƞᅟƶǀƹƨ��ƫƹ�ƞƹƢ��ƺ��ƣƢƞƽƢƾᄕ�ᅸ�ƣƣ��ƣƹƨᅟƩǀƫᄘ��ƽƞƹƾƤƺƽƸƞƿƫƺƹƞƶ��ƣƞƢƣƽƾƩƫƻ�ƫƹ��ƞƫ-
ǂƞƹᅷƾ��ƽƞƹƾƫƿƫƺƹᄕᅺ�ƫƹ�Sayonara to the Lee Teng-hui Era: Politics in Taiwan, 1988–2000, ed. 
�ƣƫᅟơƩƫƹ��ƣƣ�ƞƹƢ��ᄙ�ᄙ��ƞƹƨ�ᄬ�ƞƹƩƞƸᄕ��ƺǀƶƢƣƽᄕ��ƣǂ��ƺƽƴᄕ��ƺƽƺƹƿƺᄕ��ǃƤƺƽƢᄘ��ƹƫǁƣƽƾƫƿǄ�
�ƽƣƾƾ�ƺƤ��Ƹƣƽƫơƞᄕ�ᇴᇲᇲᇵᄭᄕ�ƻᄙ�ᇶᇸ�ᄬ�ƞƟƶƣ�ᇴᄙᇴᄭᄙ��Ʃƞǁƣ�ƽƣơƞƶơǀƶƞƿƣƢ�ƿƩƣ�ƧƬƨǀƽƣƾ�ƿƺ�ƣǃơƶǀƢƣ�ƿƩƣ�
ᅸ�ƺƹᅷƿ��ƹƺǂᄧ�ƺ��ƹƾǂƣƽᅺ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣƾᄙ

6 I= 6 1L 3 I L D D B DQ 1:577 8LI9 4=IIE 2 L
C J- =IIE L JLI I D= I D BC ? D DI /?I 53. ,

2L ? ALI I D BC I   - -

2
IJ

RL
DB

C
T

1
:

57
7

0
LDB

C
L

LP
?



chapter fiveᇳᇹᇴ

all sectors of the economy.151 These very high pass rates from all sectors of 
society, particularly in promoting democracy, show that the Taiwan elec-
ƿƺƽƞƿƣ� Ʃƞƾ� ƞƦƧƬƽƸƣƢ� �ƣƣᅷƾ� ƻƽƣƾƫƢƣƹơǄ� ƞƹƢ� ƫƿƾ� ơƺƹƿƽƫƟǀƿƫƺƹ� ƿƺ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ�
ƢƣǁƣƶƺƻƸƣƹƿᄙ� �Ʃƫƾ� ǂƽƫƿƣƽ� Ɵƣƶƫƣǁƣƾ� ƿƩƞƿ� �ƞƫǂƞƹᅷƾ� ƣƶƣơƿƺƽƞƿƣ� Ʃƞƾ� ưǀƢƨƣƢ�
President Lee correctly.

151ᏺƟƫƢᄙᄕ�ƻƻᄙ�ᇶᇹᅬᇶᇺ�ᄬ�ƞƟƶƣ�ᇴᄙᇵᄭᄙ��Ɵƺƽƫƨƫƹƞƶ�ƻƞƽƿƫơƫƻƞƹƿƾ�ƨƞǁƣ��ƣƣ�ƿƩƣ�ƩƫƨƩƣƾƿ�ƽƞƿƣ�ƺƤ�
failure in “promoting democracyᄕ�ᇵᇸ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄙ��Ʃƣ�ƹƣǃƿ�ƩƫƨƩƣƾƿ�Ƥƞƫƶǀƽƣ�ƽƞƿƣƾ�ơƞƸƣ�ƤƽƺƸ�
members of the New Party�ᄬᇴᇷ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄭ�ƞƹƢ��ƞƫƹƶƞƹƢƣƽƾ�ᄬᇴᇶ�ƻƣƽ�ơƣƹƿᄭᄙ��Ʃƣƾƣ�ƽƞƿƣƾ�Ʃƞǁƣ�
Ɵƣƣƹ�ƽƣơƞƶơǀƶƞƿƣƢ�ƿƺ�ƣǃơƶǀƢƣ�ƿƩƣ�ᅸ�ƺƹᅷƿ��ƹƺǂᄧ�ƺ��ƹƾǂƣƽᅺ�ƽƣƾƻƺƹƾƣƾᄙ��Ʃƣ�ᅸƻƽƺƤƣƾƾƫƺƹƞƶᅺ�
category has an obvious error in the original table.
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