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INTRODUCTION

In late 2011, Asia has only four relatively stable democracies: India, Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan. Possibly, Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand may eventually become democracies, but their militaries 
remain too powerful and their democratic roots still lack the power to 
resist a concerted authoritarian restoration. All of these potential democ-
racies also have substantial ethnic problems and poverty. Mongolia too 
has taken steps towards democratization, though it too has yet to reach 
the goal of a stable democracy. Thus, Samuel Huntington’s promise of a 
“Third Wave” of democratization, beginning in 1974,1 remains largely 
unfulfilled in Asia and Africa.
 India became democratic through the participation of the Indian 
National Congress in British colonial rule during the 1930s and through 
having many great leaders such as Gandhi and Nehru. Yet, British colo-
nial experience did not create democracies in Pakistan, Burma, Singapore 
or Malaysia. Japan had Taisho democracy during the 1920s, but its mili-
tary gained strong authoritarian power. Japan’s current democracy was 
built by the allied occupation forces following Japan’s surrender on 
August 15, 1945.
 Clearly, no simple theory can explain democratization. India demon-
strates that a democracy does not require great wealth. It also demon-
strates that a multi-ethnic society can be democratic and it demonstrates 
that democracy can occur with substantial illiteracy. In this book, I will 
argue that increasing economic prosperity with increasing equality can 
facilitate democracy, but it is not necessary. Similarly, higher levels of 
education can also assist, but are not a precondition.
 In Asia, the two stable “Third Wave” democracies are Taiwan and 
South Korea. Both share a number of similarities. For example, both had 
important Japanese colonial periods. Both had repressive authoritarian 
regimes replace the Japanese colonial government. Both had close 
 alliances with the United States. Both democratized in the late 1980s. In 
both, the former oppositions came to power at about the same time. And,  

1 Samuel P. Huntington, The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Cen-
tury (Norman and London: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991).
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in both, the more conservative forces regained power in late 2007 and 
early 2008. Both have similar governmental structures with a president 
and a premier providing dual executive leadership. Yet there are also 
important differences. South Korea had military coups d’etat while 
Taiwan has essentially had civilian control over the military. Taiwan’s 
political parties have a certain stability, unlike South Korea’s. I had origi-
nally intended to devote a chapter to comparing Taiwan and South Korea, 
but this has been published elsewhere.2 However, we will return to this 
comparison in the Conclusion.
 This book thus focuses on Taiwan’s democratization, particularly at 
the central level.3 Chapter 1 begins with a definition of democracy and 
draws the important distinction between “liberalization” and democrati-
zation. It also distinguishes between democratization and Taiwanization. 
The chapter then analyses ten important factors that have contributed to 
Taiwan’s democratization.
 Chapter 2 argues from 1624 with the arrival of a non-aborginal popula-
tion, the Dutch, until the death of Chiang Ching-kuo in 1988, Taiwan lived 
under six different colonial regimes. The chapter notes important simi-
larities between the Japanese and the Chinese Kuomintang (also KMT or 
Chinese Nationalist Party) colonial governments, before beginning a 
shorter treatment of the Japanese colonial government and then an 
extended treatment of the Kuomintang colonial governments under 
Chiang Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo. This chapter demonstrates that 
Chiang Ching-kuo engaged in “liberalization,” but he did not create 
democracy in Taiwan.
 Chapter 3 considers the first eight years of Lee Teng-hui’s presidency 
(1988–1996). It discusses how Lee overcame the power of the Mainlander 
elite though a series of shifting alliances and how he revised the constitu-
tion with the assistance of people in the Kuomintang and the then oppo-
sition Democratic Progressive Party. The chapter includes the decision to 
choose the president by popular election.
 Chapter 4 analyses the first popular presidential election in 1996 and 
the simultaneous Taiwan Straits Crisis, which the Chinese instigated in 

2 J. Bruce Jacobs, “Taiwan and South Korea: Comparing East Asia’s Two ‘Third-Wave’ 
Democracies,” Issues & Studies: A Social Science Quarterly on China, Taiwan, and East 
Asian Affairs, 43, no. 4 (2007), pp. 227–260.

3 For democratization in a rural locality, see J. Bruce Jacobs, Local Politics in Rural 
Taiwan under Dictatorship and Democracy (Norwalk, CT: Eastbridge, 2008), pp. 258– 
317.

Jacobs, J. Bruce. Democratizing Taiwan, BRILL, 2012. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/nottingham/detail.action?docID=848679.
Created from nottingham on 2018-10-12 05:26:53.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

2.
 B

R
IL

L.
 A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.



introduction 3

an effort to influence the election. The analysis demonstrates that these 
Chinese efforts backfired.
 Chapter 5 examines Lee Teng-hui’s term as a popularly elected presi-
dent and concludes with the 2000 presidential election when Chen Shui-
bian and the Democratic Progressive Party ended fifty-five years of 
Kuomintang rule. The KMT defeat led to the development of two new 
parties, the People First Party (PFP) and the Taiwan Solidarity Union 
(TSU) . Importantly, even though President Chen won only a minority of 
votes, most of those who voted against Chen still considered his election 
legitimate.
 Chapter 6 analyses the Chen Shui-bian presidency (2000–2008) and 
considers many of the difficulties facing Chen including a legislature con-
trolled by the opposition. The chapter also includes a discussion of the 
2004 presidential campaign when Chen Shui-bian won re-election. 
Chapter 6 also examines the successes and failures of the Chen Shui-bian 
government in reforming three key ministries that Mainlanders had con-
trolled up to democratization and even up to Chen Shui-bian’s presi-
dency: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of National Defense, 
and Ministry of Education.
 Chapter 7 analyses the legislative and presidential elections of 2008 
that returned the Kuomintang to power. The chapter then examines the 
domestic and foreign policies of the Ma administration during its first 
three years.
 The Conclusion brings the arguments together and includes some 
comparisons between Taiwan and South Korea.
 In addition to the numerous cited sources in the footnotes and bibliog-
raphy, this book relies heavily upon extensive field research and inter-
views conducted over many years among politicians, officials, journalists, 
academics and citizens. The political interviewees include past, present 
and future presidents, vice-presidents, premiers, vice-premiers, ministers 
and vice-ministers, legislators, local leaders, party officials, faction lead-
ers, and vote captains. I have also interviewed and chatted with many 
officials in central and local governments, with journalists and others in 
the media, and with many academics. Most importantly, I have talked 
with many of Taiwan’s citizens who do not fit into any of the above 
 categories. All of the interviews were conducted on a “use, but don’t  
cite” basis, so no interviews are cited. However, when important, I have 
indicated material came from an interview either in the text or in a foot-
note.
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 Since it began publishing on August 31, 1999 the Taipei Times has 
become a very important source of information for foreign observers of 
Taiwan. In addition, it has an excellent website that is readily accessible 
(http://www.taipeitimes.com). Thus, I have often cited the Taipei Times 
for information after August 31, 1999 even when I had other materials that 
made the same point.
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