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Course description 

For two and a half centuries fossil fuels (coal, oil and natural gas) and, to a much 

lesser extent, a few other forms of primary energy (first biomass, then 

hydroelectricity and nuclear power), have supported the emergence and expansion 

of the material world we live in. In the past century, the industrial, technological and 

financial processes that supply energy to modern economies have been 

internationalised. Since then, energy markets and industries have interacted with the 

international political environment in which they operate and are embedded. This 

multifaceted interaction defines what is popularly described as the “geopolitics of 

energy”. 

 

The course will introduce students to: the role of energy in modern economies; the 

historical development and current functioning of modern energy markets; concepts 

and policies relating to ‘energy security’; the intersections of energy and foreign 

policy; the relationships between energy and conflicts; emerging challenges to the 

international energy system, especially the rise of large emerging countries and the 

need to reduce the world’s reliance on fossil fuels. 

 

Course objectives 

The primary objective of the course is to give students the basic knowledge 

(technical, historical, conceptual) they need to think critically, independently and 

rigorously about international energy issues and the policy debates associated to 

them. 

 

Assessment 

At the student’s discretion: either a 4000 word essay or two 2000 word essays. 

 

Course outline 

 

There will be six one-hour lectures and six seminars, over three days. 

 



On day one, the lectures will be dedicated to Energy, Economic Growth, Technology 

and Carbon Emissions, and Understanding Energy Markets. The seminars will be on 

The Perils of Energy Predictions and Fukushima and its Impact. 

 

On day two, the lectures will be on The United States and Global Energy and Middle 

East Energy and the World. The seminars will be on OPEC and the International 

Energy Agency and What is a War for Oil? Energy and Conflicts. 

 

On day three the lectures will cover: Europe and the UE-Russia Energy 

Relationship, and China, Emerging Economies and the Energy Challenge. Seminars 

will be on Energy Security: Economic and Geopolitical Perspectives, and Energy 

Security: the British Experience and Current Debate. 

 

Reading & Resources 

A reading list for each day will be provided shortly. 


