
Cold War Module essays from 2009 course 
 
WARNING!!!! 
These questions were designed to reflect the teaching on the 2009 September 
module. Please note carefully that the structure of the sessions and the course 
content was not identical to what was delivered this year. In addition the 
questions were suited to a 2,000 word essay written as a take-home 
examination, not the format you will sit. Finally, please bear in mind Dr 
Sewell's vehement plea that you should not try to 'spot' topics, let alone 
questions, that may or may not feature in the examination. 
 
 
 
Assessment Questions  
Please complete any two of the following questions. Each answer should be no 
more than 2,000 words in length (excluding footnotes and bibliography). 
Footnotes should be sparsely used and should only be used for citations rather 
than for extensive quotations or text.  
Where a question is an ‘either/or’ you may only attempt one of the options.  
 
1. Either What, if anything, does the end of the Cold War teach us about its 
origins?  
 Or When and why did the Cold War end? 
 
2. Assess the role of any two individual policy-makers on the Cold War’s 
course.  
 

3. To what extent and why did the Cold War become a global confrontation?  
 
4. Have historians made too much of summit diplomacy in their analyses of the 
Cold War?  
 
5. ‘We lucked out’. [Robert S McNamara] Assess the role of contingency in the 
resolution of any two Cold War crises.  
 
6. Either Why have historians found it so hard to reach consensus on the 
origins of the Cold War?  
Or ‘Historians are the prisoners of their sources.’ Discuss this verdict on Cold 
War Historiography.  
 



7. ‘Détente was the continuation of the Cold War by new means.’ Comment.  
 
8. How, if at all, did the ‘second Cold War’ differ from what had come before?  
 
9. Why did the period 1986-1990 see the end of so many long-running Cold 
War issues that had previously defied solutions?  
 
10. Either ‘The balance of terror’. How far should historians seek the key to the 
Cold War’s course and outcome in nuclear rivalries?  
Or ‘It was the economy, stupid.’ How far should historians seek the key to the 
Cold War’s course and outcome in economic issues?  
 
11. ‘The Cold War was brought about by views of history, was perpetuated by 
views of history, and only ended when one superpower transcended its view of 
history.’ Comment.  
  
 


