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Module Summary 

 

Comparative politics has often been a misunderstood field. Traditionally, political science has 

been divided into four subfields: Political Theory, International Relations, British Politics, and 

Comparative Politics. Given the distinction between British Politics and Comparative Politics, 

many have assumed that comparative politics simply refers to the study of “other” countries. 

Early work in comparative politics tended to focus on “comparative constitutions,” describing 

the formal political rules in different countries. Many students today carry forward a similar 

conception about what comparative politics is, assuming that comparative politics focuses on 

describing politics in various countries: “Russia has a president but Japan has a prime 

minister.” Or “a higher proportion of the electorate votes in elections in Israel than in Canada.”  

Such assumptions about comparative politics are quite simply wrong. More than anything 

else, comparative politics is an approach to studying political phenomena that focuses on 

comparing the impact of different features of government, society, and economy to allow us 

to make generalisations about how the political world operates. Comparative politics usually 

involves countries, but it can easily include within-country comparisons. Indeed, comparisons 

of British regions or constituencies can be terrific comparative politics. Also, comparative 

politics focuses on explanation – what are the causes and/or consequences of particular 

features of the political world? It is not enough to know that a country has a president or a 

prime minister or has high or low turnout. When engaging in comparative politics, we are 

concerned with understanding why these things are true and/or what the consequences are.  

Most of all, though, comparative politics involves studying political events in ways that give us 

greater confidence that the explanations we offer are right. In this way, how you study the 

phenomenon is especially important.  

This module introduces students to the field of comparative politics. Students will learn 

about why comparison is ideal tool for studying politics, and how scholars go about making 

comparisons to explain important political phenomena. The module will focus on the issue of 

democracy and will explore how scholars of comparative politics have used the comparative 

method to explain why some countries become democratic (while others do not). It will also 

look at whether certain types of political institutions can improve the quality or increase the 

longevity of democracy. 

 

Educational Aims 

 

The module aims to:  

 Analyse key issues in the study of comparative politics, in particular, questions 

surrounding differences between political regimes, regime change, forms of democratic 

governance and challenges to modern democracies 

 Introduce students to the comparative method and its application to political analysis  

 Expose students to a number of contemporary examples of democratic and non-

democratic politics and to encourage comparison across nations 

 Develop generic skills such as the research and interpretation of political science 

literature, the analysis of empirical material, the preparation and presentation of the 

results of comparative political analysis  
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Learning Outcomes 

 

On this module, you will develop: 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

 Knowledge of the field of comparative politics 

 Understanding of how comparative methods are using to analyse politics 

 

Intellectual skills 

 Show aptitude in applying comparative and conceptual thinking to concrete examples 

 Demonstrate skills of critical analysis, synthesis and reasoned argument 

 

Professional/Practical skills: 

 Contribute to informal seminar discussions 

  Study independently to develop familiarity with key concepts and issues, and gather 

evidence 

 

Transferable & Key skills: 

 Use skills of assessment and judgement by discriminating between competing 

arguments 

 Learn to plan, manage time effectively, prioritise tasks and work to deadlines 

 Demonstrate the ability to read material critically and use it selectively 

 Show strong written communication skills based on clear expression and coherent, 

well-referenced arguments 

 

Teaching Format 

 

This module includes both lectures and seminars.  

 Lectures are designed to outline the topic and highlight illustrative examples. They 

introduce you to the topic and are the basis for your individual research and learning.  

 Seminars are the place to build on issues raised in lectures. They also enable you to 

develop your understanding for the coursework and the examinations.  

 

In addition to attending the scheduled teaching sessions, it is expected that students will 

spend approximately 8-10 hours of independent work on the module. This will include reading 

for lectures and seminars, and the preparation of assignments. Students will generally be 

expected to complete a minimum of three readings per week.  

 

Method and Frequency of Classes 

 

Activity Number of Sessions Duration Time Location 

Lecture 22 (2 per week) 1 hour 

 

Monday 10.00-11.00 

Tuesday 11.00-12.00 

Keighton Aud. B60 

Physics B01 

Seminar 11 (weekly) for M11153,  

5 (fortnightly) for M11003 

1 hour Please check  

your seminar slot  

Please check your 

seminar slot  
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Lecture/Seminar Overview  

 

Wk Lecture Lecture Topic Seminar Topic 

(M11153) 

Seminar Topic 

(M11003) 

2 1 Introduction: What is comparative politics? Introduction  The scientific  

2 2 Why do we use science to study politics? 

3 3 How can we use comparison to study politics? The scientific  

method 

The scientific  

method 3 4 Approaches to comparative politics 

4 5 Essay overview and using the library The comparative  

method 

 

4 6 What is democracy and how can we measure 

it? 

5 7 Development and democracy Essay practice: 

Measurement 

 

The comparative  

method 5 8 Why are wealthy countries not always 

democratic? 

6 9 Are certain values necessary for democracy? Essay practice: 

Writing up a 

theory 

 

6 10 How do we measure culture? 

7 11 Executives: Presidential vs. Parliamentary 

Systems 

Predicting 

democratisation 

Predicting 

democratisation 

7 12 The consequences of executive choice 

8 13 Case study: Executive change in Georgia Essay 

consultation 

 

8 14 Essay consultation 

9 15 Essay consultation Executives Executives 

9 16   Electoral rules 

10 17 The consequences of electoral rules Electoral rules   Iraq 

10 18 Federalism 

11 19 Models of democracy: Does it make a 

difference? 

Federalism Federalism 

 

11 20 Case Study: Institutions and democracy in 

India  

12 21 Exam review Exam review/ 

 essay feedback 

 

12 22 Extra/Make-up class (if needed) 

 

Lecture slides will be available on Moodle prior to the lecture. 
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Reading Information 

 

There are two types of reading: essential and recommended.  

 

Essential reading 

 All of the essential reading listed for the module is required and should be completed 

prior to your seminar.  

 

Recommended reading 

 This reading covers the week’s lecture material in more detail. You are not required to 

complete this reading prior to lecture or seminar, but if you miss a lecture, you should 

complete both the essential and recommended reading.  

 The recommended reading should also be used to prepare for the coursework and the 

final exam. 

 One textbook will be used as recommended reading throughout the module:  

o William Clark, Matt Golder and Sona Golder, Principles of Comparative Politics 

(3rd Edition, 2017) – Referred to as “PRINCIPLES” in the reading list below 

 This book is available through Blackwell’s in the Portland building. Copies 

can also be purchased through Amazon. Students are not required to 

purchase it, but are encouraged to do so. The library also has a number 

of copies in the short loan section.  

 You are welcome to purchase an older edition, however, the page 

numbers will differ from those given in the reading list. 

 

In the reading list below:  

 ‘O’ indicates that access to the reading is available through the module’s reading list on 

the library’s website: http://readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk/index.html  

 ‘L’ indicates that a hard copy of the reading is available in the short loan section of the 

library.  

 ‘M’ indicates that a copy of the reading is available on Moodle. 

 

Lecture/Seminar Reading List 

 

Week 2 

Essential Reading  

 Lim, Timothy. Doing Comparative Politics. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2010, Chapter 

1, “What is Comparative Politics” (pp. 1-26) O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Levitt, Steven D. and Stephen J. Dubner, Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores 

the Hidden Side of Everything. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2005, Chapter 4, 

“Where Have All the Criminals Gone?” O 

 PRINCIPLES – Chapter 1, “Introduction  

 

http://readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk/index.html
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Week 3 

Essential Reading  

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 2, “What is Science” (pp. 15-27,31-34, 39-40) O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Collier, David. “The Comparative Method.” In Political Science: The State of Discipline II, 

edited by Ada W. Finifter, 105-119. Washington, DC: American Political Science 

Association, 1993. O 

o http://polisci.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/people/u3827/APSA-

TheComparativeMethod.pdf 

 

Week 4 

Essential Reading  

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 2, “What is Science” (pp. 35-38) O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Lim, Timothy. Doing Comparative Politics. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2010, Chapter 

2, “Comparing to Learn, Learning to Compare” (pp. 31-46). O 

 Dalton, Russell J., Doh C. Sin, and Willy Jou. “Understanding Democracy: Data from 

Unlikely Places.” Journal of Democracy 18, no. 4 (2007): 142-156. O 

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 5, “Democracy and Dictatorship: Conceptualization and 

Measurement” (pp. 145-162) 

 Dalton, Russell J., Doh C. Sin, and Willy Jou. “Understanding Democracy: Data from 

Unlikely Places.” Journal of Democracy 18, no. 4 (2007): 142-156. O 

 Tilly, Charles. Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, Chapter 1, 

“What is Democracy” (1-24). O 

 Huntington, Samuel P. “Democracy's Third Wave”. Journal of Democracy 2, no. 2 

(1991): 12-34. O 

 Data on democracy:  

o Freedom House. “Freedom in the World”:  

http://www.freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world 

o Centre for Systematic Peace. “Polity IV”:  

http://www.systemicpeace.org/p4creports.html 

o Spend some time exploring the cross-national and temporal trends in 

democracy around the world.  

 

Week 5 

Essential Reading  

 Lipset, Seymour Martin. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic 

Development and Political Legitimacy.” American Political Science Review 53, no. 1 

(1959): 69-105. O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 6, “The Economic Determinants of Democracy and 

Dictatorship” (pp. 175-188, 198-201, 206-210) 

http://polisci.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/people/u3827/APSA-TheComparativeMethod.pdf
http://polisci.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/people/u3827/APSA-TheComparativeMethod.pdf
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report-types/freedom-world#.U_Ti1vldXHt
http://www.systemicpeace.org/p4creports.html
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 Przeworski, Adam, and Fernando Limongi. “Modernization: Theories and Facts.” 

World Politics 49, no. 2 (1997): 155-183. O  

 Clark, John. “Petro-Politics in Congo.” Journal of Democracy 8, no. 3 (1997): 62-76. O 

 

Week 6 

Essential Reading 

 Ross, Michael L. The Oil Curse. Princeton: Princeton University Press – Chapter 3, 

“More Petroleum, Less Democracy” O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Inglehart, Ronald, and Marita Carballo. “Does Latin America Exist? (And is there a 

Confucian Culture?): A Global Analysis of Cross-cultural Differences.” PS: Political 

Science & Politics 30, no. 1 (1997): 34-47. O 

 Inglehart, Ronald. “How solid is mass support for democracy—and how can we 

measure it?” Political Science and Politics 36, no. 01 (2003): 51-57. 

 Welzel, Christian, and Ronald Inglehart. “The Role of Ordinary People in 

Democratization” Journal of Democracy 19, no. 1 (2008): 126-140. O 

 PRINICPLES, Chapter 7, “Cultural Determinants of Democracy and Dictatorship” (pp. 

223-237)  

 Inglehart, Ronald. Modernization and Postmodernization: Cultural, Economic, and 

Political Change in 43 Societies. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997, Chapter 

1, “Value Systems: The Subjective Aspect of Politics and Economics” O 

 Putnam, Robert D., Robert Leonardi, and Raffaella Y. Nanetti. Making Democracy 

Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994, 

Chapter 6, “Social Capital and Institutional Success” O 

 Quick Tutorial to Using Online Analysis With The WVS M 

o This document provides tutorial on how to use the online analysis tool on 

the World Values Survey website: http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org 

 

Week 7 

Essential Reading  

 Linz, Juan J. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” Journal of Democracy 1 no. 1 (1990): 51-

69. O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Lijphart, Arend. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, Chapters 6, “Cabinets: 

concentration Versus Sharing of Executive Power”, Chapter 7, Executive-Legislative 

Relations: Patters of Dominance and Balance of Power O 

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 12, “Parliamentary, Presidential, and Semi-Presidential 

Democracies: Making and Breaking Governments”, Chapter 16, “Consequences of 

Democratic Institutions” (pp. 762-772) 

 Mainwaring, Scott and Matthew Shugart. 1997. “Juan Linz, Presidentialism, and 

Democracy: A Critical Appraisal.” Comparative Politics 29: 449-472. O 

http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/
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 Elgie, Robert. “Variations on a Theme.” Journal of Democracy 16, no. 3 (2005): 98-112. 

O 

 Carreras, Miguel. 2017. “Institutions, Governmental Performance and the Rise of 

Political Newcomers." European Journal of Political Research 56(2): 364-80. O 

 

Week 8 

Essential Reading  

 Fairbanks, Charles H. 2014. “Georgian Democracy: Seizing or Losing the Chance?” 

Journal of Democracy 25(1): 154-65.  

 

Recommended Reading 

Casal Bertoa, Fernando. 2017. “Polarizing Politics and the Future of Democracy: 

Georgia in Comparative Perspective”: Available at: http://democracy-reporting.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/07/discussion_paper_polarising_politics_in_Georgia_en.pdf 

 

Week 9 

Essential Reading 

 Dhamija, Bhanu. “No, America's Presidential System Is Not Doomed”. The Huffington 

Post March 31, 2016:  

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/bhanu-dhamija/no-americas-presidential-system-is-

not-doomed/ 

 Levinson, Sanford V. “America's founders screwed up when they designed the 

presidency. Donald Trump is exhibit A.” Vox November 8 2016:  

http://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2016/10/21/13352990/presidency-flawed-

constitution-dictator-trump 

 Klein, Ezra. 2017. “4 political scientists are tracking whether Trump is damaging 

American democracy”. Vox October 5 2017:  

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/5/16414338/trump-democracy-

authoritarianism 

 

Recommended Reading 

 PRINCIPLES, Chapter 13, “Elections and Electoral Systems”, Chapter 14, “Social 

Cleavages and Party Systems” (pp. 621-640), Chapter 16, “Consequences of 

Democratic Institutions” (pp. 746-758) 

 Lijphart, Arend. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, Chapters 8, “Electoral 

Systems: Majority and Plurality Methods Versus Proportional Representation” O 

 Carey, John M., and Andrew Reynolds. “The Impact of Election Systems.” Journal of 

Democracy 22, no. 4 (2011): 36-47. O 

 Meisburger, Timothy M. “Getting Majoritarianism Right.” Journal of Democracy 23, 

no. 1 (2012): 155-163. O 

 Reynolds, Andrew and John M. Carey. “Getting Elections Wrong.” Journal of 

Democracy 23, no. 1 (2012): 164-168. O 

  

http://democracy-reporting.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/discussion_paper_polarising_politics_in_Georgia_en.pdf
http://democracy-reporting.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/discussion_paper_polarising_politics_in_Georgia_en.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/bhanu-dhamija/no-americas-presidential-system-is-not-doomed/
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/bhanu-dhamija/no-americas-presidential-system-is-not-doomed/
http://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2016/10/21/13352990/presidency-flawed-constitution-dictator-trump
http://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2016/10/21/13352990/presidency-flawed-constitution-dictator-trump
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/5/16414338/trump-democracy-authoritarianism
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/5/16414338/trump-democracy-authoritarianism
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Week 10 

Essential Reading 

 Dawisha, Adeed, and Larry Diamond. 2006. “Iraq’s Year of Voting Dangerously.” 

Journal of Democracy 17: 89-103 O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Lijphart, Arend. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in 

Thirty-Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, Chapters 10, “Division 

of Power: The Federal-Unitary and Centralized-Decentralized Contrasts” O 

 PRINCIPLES – Chapter 15, “Institutional Veto Players” (pp. 643-662), Chapter 16, 

“Consequences of Democratic Institutions” (pp. 759-762) 

 Stepan, Alfred C. 1999. “Federalism and Democracy: Beyond the U.S. Model”. Journal 

of Democracy 10(4): 19-34. O 

 

Week 11 

Essential Reading 

 Hiltermann, Joost, Sean Kane, Raad Alkadiri. “Iraq's Federalism Quandary.” The 

National Interest, Feb 28 2012. O 

 

Recommended Reading 

 Lijphart, Arend. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, Chapters 16, “ The Quality of 

Democracy and a ‘Kinder, Gentler’ Democracy: Consensus Democracy Makes a 

Difference” O 

 PRINICPLES – Chapter 16, “Consequences of Democratic Institutions” (pp. 701-726) 

 Lijphart, Arend. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, Chapters 2, “The Westminster 

Model of Democracy”, Chapter 3, “The Consensus Model of Democracy”, Chapter 15, 

“Effective Government and Policy-Making: Does Consensus Democracy Make a 

Difference?” O 

 Varshney, Ashutosh. “Why Democracy Survives.” Journal of Democracy 9, no. 3 

(1998): 36-50. O 

 

Week 12 

 There is no essential or recommended reading for this week 

 

Method of Assessment 

 

Assessment Type Weight Requirements 

M11153   

Exam (unseen) 50% 60 minutes 

Coursework 50% Essay (1,000 words) 

   

M11003   

Exam (unseen) 100% 60 minutes 
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Exam 

 

The exam will have two parts. The first part of the exam will be comprised of multiple-choice 

questions. The second part of the exam will include a long essay. Exam format and 

preparation strategies will be discussed in more detail – and a review sheet will be made 

available – in the final week of the module. The best way to prepare for the exam during the 

term is to attend all aspects of the module (i.e., lectures AND seminars) and complete the 

assigned reading.  

 

Coursework (M11153 only) 

 

Instructions/guidelines for the essay assignment will be posted on Moodle on at the start of 

week 4.  

 

The assessed essay for should be submitted ONLINE via the module’s Moodle page by 3pm on 

Monday 20 November.  

 

YOU MUST UPLOAD YOUR ESSAY ONTO TURNITIN USING THE FOLLOWING FILE NAME IN 

ORDER FOR IT TO BE MARKED:  Student ID_Module code_1718 (e.g. 4123456_M11153_1718). 

 

The electronic copy will be scanned to detect plagiarism. It is therefore imperative that you 

consult the Student Handbook, which outlines what is counted as plagiarism and advises you 

how to avoid it. 

 

Coursework submissions should have a word count that is no more than 10% above the stated 

word count for the assessment. For example, a piece of coursework with a stated word count 

of 1,000 words should be contain no more than 1,100 words. Submissions falling outside of 

this +10% range will receive a penalty of 5 marks. Submissions with a word lower than that 

prescribed for the assessment will not incur an automatic fixed penalty. The word count must 

be provided in the document.  

 

The assessed work must be submitted electronically via the module’s Moodle site, taking note 

of the individual ID number that will be generated once you have successfully uploaded it. 

 

Please note that the School of Politics and International Relations has anonymous coursework 

marking so please do not type your name on your essay. You should instead print your 

student id number at the top or bottom of the page. 

 

The standard School penalty for late submission is 5 points per normal working day, until the 

mark reaches zero. For example, an original mark of 67% would be successively reduced to 

62%, 57%, 52%, 47% etc. Normal working days include vacation periods, but not weekends or 

public holidays.  

 

Request for extensions or notification of extenuating circumstances  
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Applications for extensions will not be considered retrospectively. Any student wishing to 

apply for an extension or file notice of extenuating circumstances should complete the 

required form online and submit the necessary documentary evidence here. Module 

convenors/seminar tutors are unable to grant any requests for exertions.   

 

If your extension request is not approved by the time of the deadline, you are required to 

submit the coursework you have completed.  

 

You are advised to read the University’s policy on extenuating circumstances before 

submitting a request. If you are experiencing more significant or complex issues, you should 

contact the School’s Welfare Officer, Mrs. Maria Wade (maria.wade@nottingham.ac.uk).  

 

Module Support 

 

Module FAQs 

 

There is a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document on Moodle that addresses many of the 

common questions regarding the module. Module tutors will add to the document throughout 

the term, so be sure to check this document if you have a question regarding the module.  

 

Feedback and consultation hours 

 

Visiting your module tutors in person is the best way to support your learning and address any 

difficulties you may be experiencing in the module.  

 

The module convenor’s office hours are open to all and operate on a first-come, first-served 

basis. This means you do not need to contact the module convenor in advance if you wish to 

visit office hours. The module convenor’s contact details are noted on the front of this module 

handbook. The contact details and office hours of all seminar tutors are posted on Moodle.  

 

Email questions 

 

If you have questions regarding organisational matters or the lecture material, please do not 

hesitate to contact the module convenor. For all academic matters, including questions 

regarding the module assessment, your first point of contact should be your seminar tutor.  

 

Email is best suited for basic questions of clarification about the assignment/lecture material. 

If you have more detailed questions about the content or assessment of the module, we may 

refer you to our feedback and consultation hours.  

 

Oftentimes, the answers to questions you ask via email will benefit others in the class as well, 

so in some cases, module tutors may reply to e-mails that are general queries about module 

in a running FAQ document on Moodle to give everyone access to answers.   

 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/studentservices/contact-us/extcirc-form.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/academicservices/qualitymanual/assessmentandawards/extenuating-circumstances-policy-and-procedures.aspx
mailto:maria.wade@nottingham.ac.uk
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Module tutors do not answer questions that can be found by reading the module handbook or 

other information posted on Moodle.  

 

Module tutors are happy to answer questions over email, but please note that University staff 

are not required answer emails outside of business hours. This means that you should not 

expect an answer to emails sent on weekends or after 5pm on any day. If we are available, we 

may respond, but you should not expect a response during these periods. Also, please note 

that we are not always able to answer emails on the same day they are received. This means 

that you should not wait until the day of the exam or coursework deadline to contact us with 

questions about the assessment.  

 

Guidance to essay writing 

 

A short guide for students on essay writing skills and an outline of the marking criteria used by 

staff is available on the Politics and International Relations Community page on Moodle. This 

document is also posted on the module’s Moodle page. You are expected to adhere to these 

guidelines, so be sure to consult this document prior to starting your coursework.  

 

Module evaluation  

 

Evaluation and feedback are crucial to the success of any module. The School wants students 

to have their say on Politics modules. Therefore, modules are formally evaluated on an annual 

basis. If you have any other comments or queries regarding this module, please contact the 

module convenor or your seminar tutor. Do not wait until the SEMs to bring an issue to our 

attention – the sooner we know about an issue, the sooner we can address it! 

 

Additional Policies  

 

Electronic Devices Policy 

 

Every student has the right to listen to the lecture and participate in seminars undistracted by 

electronic devices such as phones, laptop computers and other electronic devices. Likewise, I 

expect the same courtesy with respect to my ability to present lectures. To ensure that 

electronics do not distract the class, and to facilitate, rather than impede, learning, their uses 

in this class are subject to the following rules: 

 

Phones 

 These devices have no place in the classroom, and they may not be used during lecture 

or seminars. Please turn these off before you enter the classroom. If I notice that you 

using your phone during the lecture or seminar, you may be asked to leave. If you have 

extenuating circumstances that require access to your phone during class, please let 

me know in advance.  

 

Laptop Computers/iPads/etc.  
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 I do not believe typing class notes on a computer is a good idea. Scientific research 

indicates that students who take notes on a computer retain and process less 

information than students who take notes by hand (e.g., http://tinyurl.com/pcxpzl5, 

http://brook.gs/2vS6I3e). Note-taking is not the same as dictation, and taking effective 

notes is a skill that must be learned and practiced. I recommend that you print out the 

lecture slides before class and take notes on the slides using pen and paper. Then you 

can summarize and rephrase my lecture points in a manner that is meaningful to you.  

In the long-run you will learn more, and develop a skill that is more useful than learning 

to type quickly. 

 That being said, laptop computers are welcome in the classroom for note-taking 

purposes. However, they may not be used for any other application. If I notice that you 

are using your computer/tablet to answer emails, check Facebook, watch movies, etc. 

during the lecture/seminar, I may ask you to leave.  

 

Attendance and Participation  

 

Attendance is required in all seminars, and attendance registers will be taken. If you are 

unable to attend, please email your seminar tutor prior to the seminar. Please note that we do 

not excuse absences for avoidable events, such as missed trains, meetings for other modules, 

vacations, or trips home, etc.  

 

Also, please note that the assessment is designed to test your knowledge and understanding 

of the module’s material. This means that students who participate in all aspects of the 

module tend to perform better on the assessment.  

 

Email 

 

One of the best – and easiest – ways to increase your employability after graduation is get into 

the habit of engaging in professional correspondence. The vast majority of employers will not 

appreciate receiving correspondence that resembles a text message you would send to a 

friend. While I encourage email questions, when you email the module convenor or your 

seminar tutor, you are expected to write as you would in any professional correspondence. 

This includes capital letters to start the first word of a sentence, ‘Dear Caitlin’ (or ‘Hi Caitlin’) to 

open the email (‘Hey’ is not appropriate), correct spelling, capital letters in the correct places, a 

signature, etc. If you prefer to use my title in correspondence, note that it is ‘Dr Milazzo’, not 

‘Miss/Ms/Mrs Milazzo’. If a module tutors receives an email that we deem unprofessional, it is 

likely that we will ask you to re-write your email in a more appropriate form and resend it.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/pcxpzl5

