
Executives 
 
Essential reading 
 
If should have already read the following article for last week:  

• Linz, Juan J. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” Journal of Democracy 1 no. 1 (1990): 51-69.  
 
For this week, read the following articles applying the ‘perils of presidentialism’ to the United States:  

• Dhamija, Bhanu. “No, America's Presidential System Is Not Doomed”. The Huffington Post 
March 31, 2016:  
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/bhanu-dhamija/no-americas-presidential-system-is-not-
doomed/ 

• Levinson, Sanford V. “America's founders screwed up when they designed the presidency. 
Donald Trump is exhibit A.” Vox November 8 2016:  
http://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2016/10/21/13352990/presidency-flawed-constitution-
dictator-trump 

• Klein, Ezra. 2017. “4 political scientists are tracking whether Trump is damaging American 
democracy”. Vox October 5 2017:  
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/5/16414338/trump-democracy-
authoritarianism 

 
As you read, please consider the following questions:  

• How do the authors think the ‘perils of presidentialism’ apply to the United States (or not)?  

• Which arguments do you find most compelling and why?  
 
Classifying parliamentary, presidential and semi-presidential democracy 
 
If a country has an independently elected president, then we necessarily consider it to be a 
presidential regime.  

a. True. 
b. False. 

 
In which system(s) is the government responsible to the legislature but not the president? 

a. In a parliamentary regime. 
b. In a presidential regime. 
c. In a semi-presidential regime. 
d. All of the above. 
e. Only (a) and (c) above. 
f. Only (b) and (c) above. 

 
To stay in power in a parliamentary democracy, the government must keep a majority of the members 
of the legislature happy. 

a. True. 
b. False. 

 
In which system(s) is the government responsible to the legislature and the president? 

a. In a parliamentary regime. 
b. In a presidential regime. 
c. In a semi-presidential regime. 
d. All of the above. 
e. Only (a) and (c) above. 
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f. Only (b) and (c) above. 
 
Which of the following defines a presidential regime? 

a. Independently (directly or indirectly) elected president. 
b. Government is responsible to the president but not to the legislature. 
c. Both (a) and (b). 

 
In a semi-presidential regime, who is the primary political actor during periods of cohabitation? 

a. The president. 
b. The prime minister. 
c. Both, depending on the issue–prime minister has more control over domestic politics, but 
president still has a role in foreign policy. 

 
Canada held an early general election on January 23, 2006, after the Liberal Party's minority 
government was toppled in a no-confidence vote on November 28, 2005. Canada does not have an 
independently elected president. Based on these two pieces of information, is Canada a presidential, 
parliamentary, or semi-presidential democracy?  

a. Presidential. 
b. Parliamentary. 
c. semi-presidential. 

 
The difference between premier-presidential regimes and president-parliamentary regimes is the 
following:  

a. The former is responsible to the legislature while the latter is not 
b. The former is responsible to the president while the latter is not 
c. The former is not responsible to the legislature while the latter is 
d. The former is not responsible to the president while the latter is 

 
The Ukraine was in a situation of cohabitation from 2006 until the fall of 2007. In the spring of 2007, 
the president and the prime minister had a heated political conflict. The directly elected president 
(Viktor Yushchenko), who himself enjoys a fixed term of office, announced that the parliament would 
be dissolved (that is, elections would be held at the end of May to elect new members of parliament, 
which also means a new government). The Prime Minister (Viktor Yanukovych) argued that this 
dissolution order was not legitimate. The entire matter was then referred to a constitutional court. 
Based on this information, can you say what type of democratic institutions the Ukraine had at the 
time? 

a. Presidential. 
b. Parliamentary. 
c. Semi-presidential. 

 
Below are excerpts from the Irish and 1980 Chilean constitutions. Read the excerpts and answer the 
questions following questions:  

• Based on the above information is Ireland presidential, parliamentary, or semi-presidential? 
What about Chile?  

• What differences do you see? 
 
Ireland 

• Article 12: There shall be a President of Ireland (Uachtarán na hÉireann), hereinafter called the 
President, who shall take precedence over all other persons in the State and who shall exercise 
and perform the powers and functions conferred on the President by this Constitution and by 
law. The President shall be elected by direct vote of the people.  



• Article 13: The President shall, on the nomination of the Dáil Éireann, appoint the Taoiseach, 
that is, the head of the Government or Prime Minister. The president shall, on the nomination 
of the Taoiseach with the previous approval of Dáil Éireann, appoint the other members of the 
Government. The President shall, on the advice of the Taoiseach, accept the resignation or 
terminate the appointment of any member of the Government. Dáil Éireann shall be 
summoned and dissolved by the President on the advice of the Taoiseach. The President may 
in his absolute discretion refuse to dissolve Dáil Éireann on the advice of a Taoiseach who has 
ceased to retain the support of a majority in Dáil Éireann. . . . The President shall not be 
answerable to either House of the Oireachtas or to any court for the exercise and performance 
of the powers and functions of his office or for any act done or purporting to be done by him 
in the exercise and performance of these powers and functions.  

• Article 15: The National Parliament shall be called and known, and is in this Constitution 
generally referred to, as the Oireachtas. The Oireachtas shall consist of the President and two 
Houses, viz.: a House of Representatives to be called Dáil Éireann and a Senate to be called 
Seanad Éireann. 

• Article 28: The Government shall consist of not less than seven and not more than fifteen 
members who shall be appointed by the President in accordance with the provisions of this 
Constitution. . . . The Government shall be responsible to the Dáil Éireann. The head of the 
government, or Prime Minister, shall be called, and is in this Constitution referred to as, the 
Taoiseach. 

Chile  

• Article 4: Chile is a democratic republic.  

• Article 24: The government and administration of the State are vested in the President of the 
Republic, who is the Chief of the State.  

• Article 25: The President of the Republic shall hold office for a term of eight years and may not 
be reelected for the consecutive period.  

• Article 26: The President shall be elected by direct ballot, with an absolute majority of the votes 
validly cast.  

• Article 32: The special powers vested in the President of the Republic are the following: . . . To 
appoint, and remove at will Ministers of State, Undersecretaries, Intendants, Governors and 
Mayors appointed by him.  

• Article 33: The Ministers of State are the direct and immediate collaborators of the President 
of the Republic in governing and administering the State. 

 
 
 
 


