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Checks and Balances 
 
Task 1: Federalism in Iraq 
 
Read the following article about federalism in Iraq:  

• Hiltermann, Joost, Sean Kane, Raad Alkadiri. “Iraq's Federalism Quandary.” The National Interest  
Feb 28 2012: http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-
gulf/iraq/op-eds/hiltermann-iraqs-federalism-quandary.aspx 

 
As you read, please consider the following questions:  

• Why is federalism an important institutional choice in Iraq?  

• What model of federalism was adopted in Iraq in the 2005 constitution? What is the logic behind this 
choice? In other words, what are the strengths of this system?  

• What changes does the author suggest?  

• Why does he believe the existing system is flawed?  

• Which system would you have chosen?  
 
Task 2: Choosing checks and balances 
 
Review the county profiles below and construct a legislature according to the needs of each country.  
 
Country 1: South Korea1 
South Korea was ruled by an authoritarian regime from 1961 to 1987, during which time it pursued rapid 
economic expansion. Originally poorer than North Korea, it was far richer than its northern neighbour by the 
late 1970s. South Korea’s first free presidential elections took place in 1987 after a revised democratic 
constitution was issued. Since 1987, South Korea has achieved the status of a stable democracy. 
 
South Korea has a rich, largely urbanized population. South Korea also has one of the most ethnically 
homogenous populations in the world, with a net migration rate (people coming in minus people leaving the 
country) of 0 and a resident Chinese population of 20,000, making its non-Korean population less than 
0.001% of its national population. As a consequence, ethnic conflict is virtually non-existent, and national 
identity is closely associated with common ethnicity. 
 
Population 48,955,203 
Ethnic groups Homogenous, about 20,000 Chinese 
Net migration 0 migrations per 1,000 population 
Urbanization 83.2% of population urbanized 
Population density 487/sq km, 23rd in world2 
Life expectancy 79.55 years 
Fertility 1.24 children/woman 
GDP $1.64 trillion (purchasing power parity), 13th in world 
GDP per capita $32,800 (purchasing power parity) 
Income equality Mid-table compared to rest of world 
 Poorest 10% of households receive 6.4% of national income 
 Richest 10% of households receive 37.7% of national income  
Unemployment 9.6% 

                                                      
1 Information from the CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ks.html  
2 In comparison, the UK is 51st in the world 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/op-eds/hiltermann-iraqs-federalism-quandary.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/op-eds/hiltermann-iraqs-federalism-quandary.aspx
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ks.html
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Country 2: Nigeria3 
Nigeria gained independence in 1960. Following nearly 16 years of military rule, a new 
constitution was adopted in 1999, and a peaceful transition to civilian government was 
completed. The government continues to face the daunting task of reforming a petroleum-based 
economy, whose revenues have been squandered through corruption and mismanagement, and 
institutionalizing democracy.  In addition, Nigeria continues to experience longstanding ethnic 
and religious tensions.  Nigeria is currently experiencing its longest period of civilian rule since 
independence. 
 
Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, is composed of more than 250 ethnic groups; the 
following are the most populous and politically influential: Hausa and Fula ni 29%, Yoruba 21%, 
Igbo (Ibo) 18%, Ijaw 10%, Kanuri 4%, Ibibio 3.5%, Tiv 2.5%.  
   
Population 174,507,539 
Ethnic groups Heterogeneous  
Net migration -0.22 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2013 est.) 
Urbanization 49.6% of population urbanized 
Population density 188/sq km, 70th in world4 
Life expectancy 52.46 years 
Fertility 5.32 children/woman 
GDP $455.5 billion (purchasing power parity), 31st in world 
GDP per capita $2,800 (purchasing power parity) 
Income equality Poorest 10% of households receive 1.8% of national income 
 Richest 10% of households receive 50.6% of national income  
Unemployment 23.9% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
3 Information from the CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html  
4 In comparison, the UK is 51st in the world 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html
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Legislature 

Criterion Choice Specific arrangements 
(Symmetric/Asymmetric, 
Congruent/Incongruent) 

Reason 

Federal/ 
Unitary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Decentralised/ 
Centralised 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Other  
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