
Electoral systems  
 
Essential Reading 
 
The following article discusses the challenges of electoral system design in Iraq in 2005. 
 
Dawisha, Adeed, and Larry Diamond. 2006. “Iraq’s Year of Voting Dangerously.” Journal of 
Democracy 17: 89-103 O 
 
As you read, please consider the following questions:  

• Why was it difficult to select an electoral system for Iraq in 2005? What challenges did the 
country face that made the choice so challenging?  

• What system was selected? Why was that system selected?  

• What was the effect of the electoral system chosen? What problems does the author 
attribute to the system?  

 
Classifying electoral systems 
 
1. The electoral system used by the most countries is: 

a. Single-member district plurality 
b. Two-round systems 
c. List PR 

 
2. Is it possible for a candidate to win in a majoritarian electoral system, such as single-member district 
plurality (SMDP), without receiving a majority of the votes? 

a. Yes 
b. No 

 
3. When we talk about “district magnitude” we are referring to: 

a. Whether a district is important or not for a national candidate’s victory 
b. The population size of a district 
c. The average income of the population in a district 
d. The number of representatives elected in a district 

 
4. What is the district magnitude in a single-member district? 

a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 10 
d. Can’t say based on the information given. 

 
5. SMDP systems are sometimes criticized because they: 

a. Do not allow voters to hold their representatives accountable very easily 
b. Can produce very unrepresentative electoral outcomes at the district level 
c. Both (a) and (b) above are common criticisms of SMDP systems 

 
6. What is (are) the key difference(s) between majoritarian and proportional representation (PR) 
electoral systems? 

a. In majoritarian systems, the winning candidate(s) must win a majority or plurality of the 
vote, whereas this is not necessary in PR systems 
b. PR systems use large district magnitudes or two-round systems in single districts to elect 
candidates. 



c. All PR systems use party lists 
d. All of the above are differences between majoritarian and PR systems 

 
7. Which type of party list gives the most power to the party leadership (over the individual 
candidates)? 

a. Closed party list 
b. Open party list 

 
8. Most people in the world live under which type of electoral system? 

a. Single-member district plurality 
b. Two-round systems 
c. List PR 

 
9. The mechanical effect of an electoral system refers to the way that votes are translated into seats. 

a. True 
b. False 
 

10. The existence of the mechanical effect of electoral systems creates an incentive for voters and 
elites to behave strategically. 

a. True 
b. False 

 


