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 Book Reviews 685

 V. Lee HAMILTON and Joseph SANDERS. Everyday Justice: Responsibility and the Indi-
 vidual in Japan and the United States . New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992. 290 pages.
 $35.00.

 This book, the collaboration of a sociologist and a legal scholar, is an attempt to address the
 effects of (macro) social and cultural structure and (micro) social roles and relationships on an
 individual's reaction toward responsibility for and punishment of wrongdoing in everyday life.
 To address these effects, citizens of Japan and the United States, known for their contextualism-
 groupism and individualism, respectively, were selected as samples for empirical examination.
 The structural dimensions of hierarchy (vertical differentiation) and solidarity (horizontal dif-
 ferentiation) were used as the theoretical basis. This structural framework was used to separate
 Japanese from Americans and was used in the design of the research agenda. Thus, in social
 relationships Japanese are seen as stratified-connected, such as parent-child, while Americans
 are equal-separate, such as buyer-seller; in social and legal structure the former are seen as
 hierarchical, high-solidary, nonadjudicative, and inquisitorial, while the latter are seen as equal,
 low-solidary, adjudicative, and adversarial; and in the conception of self Japanese are seen as
 stratified-contextual and Americans as equal-individual.
 To test the differential effects of these differences between Japanese and Americans, four basic
 stories of wrongdoing reflecting high and low hierarchy and solidary situations (foreman on
 the line as high hierarchy and low solidarity, used car salesman and customers as low hierarchy
 and low solidarity, mother with child as high hierarchy and high solidarity, and twins fighting
 as low hierarchy and high solidarity) were used to access responsibility and punishment as they
 are perceived by Japanese from Yokohama (a more modernized city) and Kanazawa (a more
 traditional city) and Americans from Detroit. In accessing responsibility for and punishment
 of wrongdoing, deeds and context (in terms of actor's mental state, whether accidental, negli-
 gent, or intentional, and seriousness of consequences) and roles (in terms of other's influences)
 were built into the design along with the structural framework of hierarchy and solidarity.
 Finally a separate topic on crime against and committed by strangers was used as a special test
 of the hypotheses derived.
 By and large, all the expected effects of structure and social relations on perceived responsi-
 bility for and subsequent punishment of wrongdoing and the predicted differences between the
 Japanese and the Americans are supported from the survey data of citizens of these three cities.
 This is an excellent book in more ways than one. It demonstrates how and why cross-fertil-
 ization between disciplines can and should be conducted. It illustrates quite well the theoretical
 and methodological linkage a research design ought to have. Finally, and more importantly, it
 elucidates the importance of doing cross-cultural studies: they strengthen and refine theories,
 and they sharpen and clarify methodological issues and ambiguities.
 For purists, several questions could be raised. First, the samples used in this study are not rep-
 resentative of either nation. Second, despite various vignettes being used in the research design
 to reflect the complex situations and as checks of validity, these vignettes were hypothetical,
 and the empirical results obtained were opinions and perceptions rather than actual behaviors.
 Third, a study using perceived responsibility for and punishment of wrongdoing in everyday
 life is a far cry from a comparative study of the legal structure and culture of two nations.
 Yung-mei TSAI, Texas Tech University

 Robert A. PACKENHAM. The Dependency Movement: Scholarship and Politics in Develop-
 ment Studies. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992. 362 pages. $42.50.

 The primary contribution of Packenham's comprehensive overview of the dependency move-
 ment is his compilation and categorization of the dependency literature, combined with his
 evaluation of its impact on Latin American scholarship. The results produced constitute by far
 the most detailed and complete, state-of-the-art review on the subject. Because this was the
 dominant approach in the social science literature on developing countries during the 1970s
 and 1980s, and the literature produced has been voluminous, such an assessment is timely and
 informative.

 While the initial chapters are a bit labored, his division of the dependency literature into two
 main schools of thought - "holistic" and "unorthodox dependency" - is useful didactically. It
 permits the reader to compare and contrast the more orthodox dependency literature, which
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 utilizes Marxist categories of analysis grosso modo , with the more creative réévaluation of
 Latin American politics and economics that took place during these years, from the vantage
 point of emphasizing the interplay between domestic and international factors in national
 society.

 From the standpoint of asking whether or not this book brings a fresh perspective to these
 debates over the causes of underdevelopment, it is the middle section of this book which makes
 for the most interesting reading. There the author uses the dependency perspective analytically
 to compare and contrast orthodox dependency patterns in Cuban development with the het-
 erodox approaches taken within Brazil in the struggle to meet its developmental needs under
 authoritarian rule.

 The most contested part of this book will surely be its last third. There the author discusses
 the impact of the dependency movement on U.S.-based Latin American studies. His charge is
 that it contributed decisively to the politicization of the Latin American Studies Association
 (LASA) and resulted in a pattern of activism that led to open conflict between the U.S. academic
 community and the foreign policy and technical assistance establishment in Washington. One
 does not necessarily need to agree with his perspective - that scholarly detachment and analysis
 are essential virtues as opposed to acting on one's convictions - to appreciate his account of
 what occurred during the years that dependency perspectives dominated the LASA leadership
 and created a forum that sought to impose one way of thinking over the pluralism in paradigms
 and analytic perspectives characteristic of the U.S. academic community. A lot of this is now
 past history. Nevertheless, the Packenham volume records well how this particular interplay
 between theory and practice, between ideas and action, increased rather than reduced the con-
 flict over U.S. policy in Central America during the 1980s and how, as a consequence, confron-
 tation obfuscated rather than clarified the difficulties in the U.S. -Latin American relationship.
 Lawrence S. GRAHAM, The University ot Texas at Austin

 David BROMWICH. Politics by Other Means: Higher Education and Group Thinking . New
 Haven: Yale University Press, 1992. 257 pages. $30.00.

 This book has an ambitious agenda. It criticizes, quite harshly and at great length, "political
 correctness" on college campuses and elsewhere - multiculturalism, the ideological undermin-
 ing of all books, the attack on "the Canon," the denial of any distinction between high and
 mass culture, and so on. However, it criticizes the Reagan era with equal emphasis, blaming it
 for many of these trends. A long chapter attacks two conservative defenders of traditional
 education, George Will and William Bennett, and accuses them of exacerbating the situation.
 Finally, a crucial chapter offers a "liberal defense" (based, oddly enough, on Burke and Hume)
 of two related things: a respect for tradition in politics, in this case the U.S. liberal tradition of
 individual rights, and a respect for tradition in liberal education.

 The book is further complicated by a great mass of tangential observations, for Bromwich
 simply cannot resist making a point. Although these often swamp the main arguments, they
 are very intelligent and illuminating. In fact, they are probably more valuable than the more
 ambitious and systematic side of the book. Each part of the latter is open to serious objections.

 For example, we are to respect liberal individualism because it is our tradition. But it itself
 was once nontraditional and explicitly anti-tradition. Couldn't the new multicultural trends
 become traditional in time? Indeed, multiculturalism claims to be precisely the attempt to res-
 urrect more authentic traditions than liberal individualism (and truly seems to be at least the
 longing for them). Now, Bromwich appears to think that the liberal tradition is also more in
 touch with human nature and can produce healthier human identities than its current rivals.
 This would be an extremely important point, but there is no clear argument for it.

 Bromwich criticizes Will and Bennett on many counts, yet it seems that there is only one
 really crucial issue between them: Will and Bennett's opinion, according to Bromwich, that
 religion, and therefore the inculcation of beliefs through education, is necessary for a healthy
 liberal society. Bromwich stoutly denies this, but all he gives for an argument is "instinct in-
 formed by a reading of history" and the opinion of the American Founders. This is disappoint-
 ingly weak.

 Bromwich describes well a disdain for objective truth, an arcane, overprofessionalized ethos,
 and a blurring of the distinction between academics and political activism which crop up in
 the academy today - and then he blames each of them, somehow, on Reagan's America. Yet
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