
Evaluating the Causes of Gun Violence Using the Comparative Method 
 
Observation: The gun-related homicide rate in the United States is higher than any other 
advanced industrialised country.   
 
Instructions: Using the table below, answer the following questions.  

1) In conducting this comparison, should we use MSS or MDS? How do you know? 
2) What factors can you rule out? Give your logic.  
3) What are the key differences between the two countries that might account for 

the high level of gun-related homicide in the US?  
a. Which variables might be particularly useful in explaining variation in the 

dependent (outcome variable)?  
 

Variable Canada United States 

Dependent (outcome) variables 
Gun-related homicide rate 
 

0.54 2.97 

Overall homicide rate 
 

1.75 5.75 

Independent (predictor) variables 
Per capita GDP-PPP 
 

$39,300 $47,000 

Unemployment rate 
 

6.1% 7.2% 

Population below the poverty 
line 
 

10.8% 12.0% 

Income equality 
(Gini index) 
 

32.1 45.0 

Literacy rate 
 

99% 99% 

School “life expectancy” 
 

17 years 16 years 

Ethnic diversity European: 66.0% 
Other (Asian, African, 

Arab): 6% 
Native: 2% 
Mixed: 26% 

European: 66.4% 
Hispanic: 14.8 
Black: 13.4% 
Asian: 4.4% 
Native: 2% 

 
Religious diversity Catholic: 42.6% 

Protestant: 23.3% 
Other Christian: 4.4% 

Muslim: 1.9% 
Other: 11.8% 
None: 16.0% 

Catholic: 23.9% 
Protestant: 51.3% 

Other Christian: 3.3% 
Muslim: 0.6% 
Other: 16.9% 
None: 4.0% 

   



Government Structure Parliamentary, federal Presidential, federal  
Political system Democratic Democratic 

 
Exposure to “antisocial” and 
violent forms of 
entertainment 
 

No precise measurements available, but general level of 
exposure is almost certainly very similar 

 

Gun ownership 9.95 million firearms 
(25-38 firearms for every 

100 people 
 

270 million firearms 
(83-97 firearms for every 

100 people 

Laws on gun 
ownership 

-Regulated by the federal 
government (consistent 
across provinces) 
-No legal right to possess 
arms for protection 
-Mandatory background 
check licensing, 
referencing, safety training 
-Civilians cannot purchase 
automatic weapons, most  
semi-automatic assault 
weapons, small handguns 

-Regulated at the state 
level (inconsistent 
regulation across states) 
-Constitutional right to 
possess arms 
-Background checks are 
not required for private 
transactions 
-There are no current 
federal laws banning 
assault weapons, handguns 
or large capacity magazines 

 
 


