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By the end of this session, you should be able to:

Learning outcomes

• recognise that scholars may use a range of vocabulary / 
terminology to describe a specific area of research

• develop knowledge of different types of literature and 
when to use them for different academic purposes

• access and manage module reading lists to identify 
information to support learning

• identify, locate and access key UoN resources to find 
relevant information

• employ an effective search using appropriate 
terminology and database functionality to identify relevant 
literature on a given subject

• identify the different components of a reference to 
effectively follow-up reading from other sources



Getting 

started



Your assignment

Where do you start? How do 
you decide what to read?

• Reading lists

• Further background reading

• Bibliographies and 
references at the end of 
book chapters and journal 
articles



Checking for a reading list

• Go to your module on Moodle at: moodle.nottingham.ac.uk/

• Is there a reading list link?
• Link directly to NUsearch to check items

• Is there a text-based reading list in your module 
handbook?
• Select Library tab > NUsearch to search for individual items 

http://moodle.nottingham.ac.uk/


NUsearch: Finding specific items

Use NUsearch to access a wide range of information 
resources, including print and electronic books and 

journal articles, and subject databases

nusearch.nottingham.ac.uk

http://nusearch.nottingham.ac.uk/


Using eBooks

nottingham.ac.uk/library/using/borrow/ebooks/ebooks.aspx

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/library/using/borrow/ebooks/ebooks.aspx


More Books

nottingham.ac.uk/library/more-books/more-books.aspx

http://nottingham.ac.uk/library/more-books/more-books.aspx


Keywords and 

searching tips



Topic: Are human rights a universal standard or do they 
merely reflect Western norms? 

Step 1: Identify the main concepts of your assignment

Step 2: Identify alternative keywords and phrases
(i.e. synonyms) and group within concepts

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Human rights Universal Western Norms

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4

Fundamental 

rights

Civil and political 

rights

General

Global

European

American

Principles

Values

Standard

Thinking about keywords



Searching tips and shortcuts

• Use an asterisk at the end of a word stem to find all spelling 
variations

e.g.: west* will find western, westerner, westerners, westerly

Truncation: *

• Use quotation marks around phrases to refine searches

e.g.: “human rights”

Phrase searching: “…”

• Use brackets to group synonyms

e.g.: (norm OR value)

Brackets ( … )



Combining keywords and concepts:
Boolean operators

• Use OR to broaden your search

• Use AND to narrow your search

(norm

OR value)

(norm OR value) AND 

“human rights”

OR              AND



NUsearch: Finding books on a topic

Use Library Catalogue filter in NUsearch to find 
books on a specific topic



Journals



39,990
Number of unique 

serial/journal/periodical titles on 

subscription at UoN

844
Number of journal titles available 

in print only

5,000,000
GBP spent per annum on 

subscriptions at UoN

5,400,000
Number of articles either read or 

downloaded online last year

What’s in a number …





Jot down the two questions 
below; and then discuss them 
in groups of 4-5:

1. What is the purpose of 
journal publications / why do 
academics publish in them?

2. Why use journal articles in 
undergraduate study? 

Activity: What is the purpose of journals?



• Cutting edge research

• Focus on specifics

• Currency of research

• Signpost reader to further 
key texts

• Prestige

• Community of scholars

• Peer reviewed

• Time-saving for reader

The scholarly purpose of journals



NUsearch: Finding journal articles on a topic

Use Articles filter in NUsearch to find 

journal articles on a specific topic



If you can’t find a full-text journal article online it 
may be available in print in the library

Not just electronic journals …



• Find, read and monitor major academic journals on 
any device

• Access via NUsearch: nusearch.nottingham.ac.uk

BrowZine

http://nusearch.nottingham.ac.uk/


Databases



Databases: What are they?

Bibliographic 

Generally 
provide 

abstracts but 
no full-text

Full-text

Provide 
abstracts and 

full-text

Citation

Also provide 
links to cited 

and citing 
papers

• Primarily, subject-based collections of 

references to published journal articles

• Can include references to other types of 

information, e.g. book chapters, conference 

papers, theses



Activity: Exploring databases

1. From NUsearch home page click Find databases

2. Select your subject area from the Category and 
Sub-category options > Find databases



Off campus logins you might see



Following up 

references



Deciphering references

Book

• Brown, C. and Ainley, K. (2009) Understanding 
International Relations. Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan.

Journal article

• Snyder, J. (2009) One world, rival theories. Foreign 
Policy, 145, pp.52-62.

Chapter in a book

• Mearsheimer, J. (2014) Anarchy and the struggle for 
power. In: Mingst, K. A., and Snyder, J. L. (Eds.) 
Essential readings in world politics. New York: W. W. 
Norton, pp.73-86.



Measuring 

success!



Searching for information step by step

1
• Check if you have a reading list for your module

2
• Identify keywords, phrases and synonyms

3

• Use NUsearch to find additional books and journal 
articles on your topic

4

• Use a subject specific database to further extend 
your search, e.g. Web of Science

5
• Follow up references



How will you use the library?
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LIBRARY USAGE AND FINAL GRADE

book usage MetaLib logins visits to library

Goodall, Deborah and Pattern, David (2011) Academic library non/low use and undergraduate 
student achievement: a preliminary report of research in progress. Library Management, 32 (3) 
pp. 159-170



Ask for help

Hallward Library

Ask any member of staff in the library,

or:

+44 (0) 115 95 14514

enquiries-hall@nottingham.ac.uk

Webpage: nottingham.ac.uk/library

Twitter: twitter.com/uonlibraries

Help and Enquiries

mailto:enquiries-bus@nottingham.ac.uk
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/library/index.aspx
https://twitter.com/uonlibraries

