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INSTRUCTIONS 

Answer THREE questions during the three-hour examination under 
invigilation. 
 
Where the question states EITHER/OR choose ONE alternative only. 
 
WRITE ON ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY, DOUBLE LINE SPACING. 
 
Write your CANDIDATE NUMBER and the question number you have chosen 
in the space provided. 
 
DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME ON YOUR ESSAY PAPER. 
 
Candidates are expected to write legibly; those who do not may find 
themselves at a grave disadvantage.   
 
DO NOT WRITE IN PENCIL. 

 
1. ’The personality traits of Cold War leaders mattered at times, but 

personality-centred explanations of the Cold War mislead.’ Discuss.  

2. a] Assess the role of secret intelligence in the Cold War. OR 

b] Assess the role of economics in the Cold War. OR 

c] Assess the role of ideology in the Cold War. 

3. ‘To understand the Cold War’s origins we must not rely on structural, long-

term interpretations to the exclusion of contingency and short-term 

considerations.’ Discuss.  

4. Was the Cold War Global from its inception?  

5. a] “The central lesson of our time is that the appetite of aggression is 

never satisfied.” (Lyndon Baines Johnson, 1965). “In the name of the dead 

in World War II who laid down their lives for your freedom as well, we are 

therefore fully justified in sending our soldiers into your country.” (Leonid 

Brezhnev to Czech leaders, 1968). Assess the role of history and memory 

in shaping Cold War confrontations. OR 

Please turn over for further questions 



b] To what extent was the ending of the Cold War a process of 

‘overcoming history’? 

6. ‘Crises dominate Cold War histories of the fifteen years up to 1963, and 

détente then takes centre stage for the following fifteen years.’ Does this 

generalisation obscure as much as it illuminates? 

7. How useful is the concept of a ‘second Cold War’? 

8. ‘A triumph of soft power over hard power.’ How far do you agree with 

evaluation of the end of the Cold War? 

9. What, if anything, is new about the ‘new Cold War History’? 

10. ‘Political inclination has too often predetermined interpretation of both the 

beginning and the end of the Cold War.’ Discuss, 

 


