
Interna'onal Poli'cs of Afghanistan and 

South Asia 







Interna'onal Poli'cs of Afghanistan and 

South Asia 

Session 7: US invasion of Afghanistan 

and the War on Terror: Neo-Taliban 

   

   



Interna'onal Poli'cs of Afghanistan and 

South Asia 
Session 7: US invasion of Afghanistan 

and the War on Terror: Neo-Taliban 



Interna'onal Poli'cs of Afghanistan and 

South Asia 

Session 7: US invasion of Afghanistan 

and the War on Terror: Neo-Taliban 

Issues:Context: 

•  Bush Doctrine: New world order/Regime change: 
spreading democracy by new form of imperialism? ‘New 
civilizational mission’?  

•  US invasion part of larger strategic plan constraining: 
Iran, Russia, China, Islam? 

•  2001: 7 October US attack on Afghanistan: Legality: 1. 
attack for crime committed by Al-Qaeda; no other 
possibilities explored.  

•  Unequal power relations of sovereign states: article 51, 
Chp VII allows pre-emption 

•  Taliban could not do so. 
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•  Hegemonic Politics: Impact on regional politics: Strategic 
set back for Pakistan;  

•  Musharraf’s regime in Pakistan became ‘legitimate’; Indian 
support for invasion – support for (Tajik) Northern Alliance for 
influence 

•  Imposition of political system from outside – excluding 
groups-Taliban 

•  Western supported politics of patronage: 

•  2001: Bonn Accord: Loya Jirga nominated  interim 
government with Karzai as head. 

•  2004: General Elections: Karzai’s government elected 

•  2009 Elections: question of legitimacy 
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•  (Nazir: 2009) on strategy, tactics and context of US 
occupation 

•  Increase in Taliban insurgency. Giustozzi terms neo-Taliban 
related to factors such as:  Strategic: delay in implementing 
reforms/state power allowing for Taliban regrouping; civilian 
deaths; power shifted from Pashtun’s to Tajiks,  outside  

•  Question of Pashtun nationalism? Support from outside; 
insurgency in South and East (Pashtun majority regions) but 
spreading 



Interna'onal Poli'cs of Afghanistan and 

South Asia 

Session 7: US invasion of Afghanistan 

and the War on Terror: Neo-Taliban 

•  Hearts and Minds: Foreign occupation by non-Muslims 
given as one reason rather than basic problem? 

•  Strategies differ for tackling insurgency: indication of failed 
mission? 

•  Separate ‘good’ from ‘bad’ Taliban 

•  Kilcullen : insurgency can be curbed through ‘armed social 
work’ ‘road building’ as part of strategy to separate population 
from Taliban; 

•  Re-tribalize- to bring discontented Pashtuns under tribal 
control; ‘pashtunwali’ 

•  Survival: Strong centralized government to curb warlords  

•  Survival: Seth Jones have decentralized power – central 
government counterproductive 
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December 2009:  announcement of 
increased US troops in Afghanistan: 

Consequences: 

•   Iran: concerns about encirclement by 
hostile powers/S.Arabia: influence  

   

   


