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Course Description 

The South Asia region is comprised of member of states of the South Asia Area for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC). These include India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, 

Maldives and Afghanistan. The latter became a member in 2007. Though a member of 

SAARC Afghanistan has distinctive features and is therefore considered as being both related 

to (especially Pakistan), and separate from, other SAARC members. The main focus of the 

course is on India, Pakistan and Afghanistan as these countries are at the forefront of regional 

and global political processes and concerns, including the role of US foreign policy, the 

interests of China and Russia, as well as issues and relationships internal to these countries. 

Participants interested in the smaller SAARC countries can write essays and dissertation 

related to these countries. 

The course is a theoretically informed empirical study of South Asia. It is both thematic and 

substantive and analyzes issues that are common to political discourses and practices in the 

countries of the South or third world as a whole. These include: the colonial background, 

foreign relations and formation of new international political alignments, internal and external 

security, rise of political religion, political extremism, threat of war, securitization of nuclear 

weapons, the war on terror and insurgency, and ethno-linguistic and religious separatism. 

 

Though the course deals mainly with contemporary topical issues attempt is made to situate, 

contextualize, and establish the genealogy of these issues and the processes and power 

relations that mediate these. These processes and power relations in turn are situated and 

located within specific socio-political and historical contexts. The course problematizes the 

notion of the ‘internal’ and ‘external’ dynamics that structure South Asian institutions and 

processes; for many of the ‘internal’ dynamics have been structured or conditioned by 

‘external’ factors during colonial rule or in more contemporary times in the context of 

international policy and unequal global power relations, political alignments during and after 

the cold war, and the attempt by the post-colonial states of South Asia to modernize under the 

aegis of global financial institutions. 

 

South Asia’s post-colonial states have their regional, institutional, historical and political 

specificities, but these cannot be understood on their own. They are part of the global ‘South’ 

or ‘Third World’ (in spite of ‘rising’ India, and India/Pakistan as nuclear powers) and it is 

within these perspectives that South Asian dynamics can best be conceptualized and 

understood. In other words this course analyses the international politics of South Asia by 

locating these within international politics which is a domain of power characterized by 

asymmetries of regional and national power. 

 

Course goal: The goal of the course is to introduce participants to the nature of the political 

dynamics in the South Asian region. It is intended to provide an understanding of the most 

significant themes and issues in contemporary South Asian politics and international relations, 

through the study of illustrative cases taken from the various countries of the region. The goal 

also is to critique the uncritical reproduction of the hegemonic perspectives that tend to 

dominate much research on South Asia, and to enable participants to develop a critical and 

analytical engagement with the literature on theoretical and substantive issues, as well as with 

the discourses and practices of international politics of South Asia within the regional and 

global context. 

 



**Readings: ** = highly recommended; * = recommended; + = online/internet source 

(Participants are expected to read a minimum of two recommended articles/chapters for each 

Lecture and more for Seminars). Where no particular chapters are recommended/indicated to 

be read in a book, participants are encouraged to use their initiative to read the appropriate 

chapter(s) on an issue or topic. 

 

Course structure: 8 lectures and 3 Seminars. 

 

Seminars: To be conducted by Pervaiz Nazir and Ms Nivi Manchanda 

Participants will be required to discuss in greater depth/detail some of the issues raised in the 

lectures. 

 

Assignments: 2x 2000 word essay 

 

Day One:    Lectures:   1-3 

         Seminar:   1 

Day Two:    Lectures:   4-6   

         Seminar:   2 

Day Three:   Lectures:  6-8 

          Seminar: 3  

 

 

1. Introduction: Historical Background and Major Issues 
 

This session provides a brief overview of the colonial period and de-colonization and 

independence in South Asia. It also introduces some of the major issues that are analyzed in 

the course in a global, regional and historical context. What are the continuities and changes 

in South Asian socio-economic, political and international structures and processes? To what 

extent, if any, has India become separate from the rest of South Asia? Has or can South Asia 

overcome the North’s hegemony as part of its colonial heritage? 

 

+*Adas, M.(2004) ‘Contested hegemony: The Great War and the Afro-Asian Assault on the 

Civilizing Mission Ideology’, Journal of World History, 15:1. 

*Haugaard, M. & Lentner, H. (eds.)(2006) Hegemony and Power: Consensus and Coercion in 

Contemporary Politics, Oxford: Lexington, ch 1,4,5,6 

+**Hilali, A.Z. (nd) ‘Cold War Politics of superpowers in South Asia’, 

www.qurtuba.edu.pk/thedialogue. 

**Sridharan, E. (ed)(2011) International Relations Theory and South Asia: Security, political 

economy, domestic politics, Oxford: OUP. 2 Vol. Note: This text is useful for most of the 

course and is cited as Sridharan (2011) op.cit. throughout this reading list. 

**Hagerty, D.T., (2005) South Asia in World Politics, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield. 

Introduction and ch.4. 

**Shastri, A. & A.J. Wilson (eds)(2001) The Post Colonial States of  South Asia: democracy, 

identity, development and security, Richmond: Curzon. Introduction and ch. 1-4 

+**Nazir, P. (2000)’Origins of Debt, Mortgage and Alienation of Land in Early Modern 

Punjab’ The Journal of Peasant Studies, 27:3 (case study of Colonial Policy) also on VLE 

Tan, T.Y. & Kudaisya, G. (2008) Partition & Post Colonial South Asia, London: Routledge, 

vol.3, pt.2. 

Khan, Y. (2007) The Great Partition: the making of India and Pakistan, N.Haven:Yale 

*Rubin, B., (2002;1995) The Fragmentation of Afghanistan, London: Yale. Introdn  & Part 1. 



*Kakar, M.H. (2006) Political and Diplomatic History of Afghanistan, Leiden: Brill 

Gregorian, V. (1969) Emergence of Modern Afghanistan, Stanford, Calf: Stanford Univ.  

Kakar, H.K.(1979) Government and Society in Afghanistan, Austin: Univ. of Texas 

 

2. Relations between South Asian countries: Regional and Global Context 

  

The region is beset with intra- as well as extra-regional tensions. This section examines some 

of the major problems confronting the region including the impact of countries including US 

and China. Is it possible to separate problems that are generated from within the region from 

those generated as a result of policies of hegemonic powers. What impact will the developing 

Indo-US relations have on the region? What was the impact of 9/11 on South Asian politics? 

 

*Sridharan (2011) op.cit. 

**Hagerty, D.T. (2005) South Asia in World Politics, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 

ch.1,2,6. 

Shastri/Wilson (eds)(2001) The Postcolonial States of South Asia, London:Curzon, ch 13 

Griffiths, M. (2003) Self-Inflicted Wounds: United States Grand Strategy and the War on 

Terror: www.utas.edu.au/government/APSA/MGriffithsFinal.pdf  

+*Centre for International and Strategic Studies (2008) India and Pakistan in Afghanistan: 

Hostile Sports, South Asia Monitor no.117 

Ollapaly, D. M. (2008) The Politics of Extremism in South Asia, Cambridge: CUP 

*Prajapati, V. (ed)(2003) Politics and Power in South Asia, Delhi: Commonwealth, ch.1,2,4,8 

+**Kux, D. (2006) India-Pakistan Negotiation: Is past still prologue? Washington: Institute of 

Peace 

McLeod, D. (2008) India and Pakistan: friends, rivals or enemies? Aldershot: Ashgate 

Katyal, K.K. (2006) Journey to Amity: India and Musharraf’s Pakistan, Delhi: Anand 

Kumar, S. (2006) India and Pakistan: Issues in Foreign Relations, Delhi: Anmol 

+** Blank, S. (2005) Natural Allies? Regional Security in Asia and prospects for India 

America Strategic cooperation, Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute 

+*Zang, G. (2003) US security policy towards South Asia after 9/11 and its implications for 

China: A Chinese perspective, The Henry L. Stimson Center 

 NOTE: A profile of all South Asian Countires including Afghanistan is available 

electronically via the University Library. See Background Note [Electronic Source] Bureau of 

South Asia Affairs 

 

3. The Rise of Political Religion in South Asia: Regional and International Dimensions 
 

This session discusses the politicisation of religion in the region in the context of the 

increasing saliency of religion in global politics, especially since 9/11. The session also raises 

theoretical issues in the context of the relationship between modernity, democracy, secularism 

and violence. Is religion an obstacle to modernity and democracy?  Are religious politics 

more violent than secular ones? Why do most western countries think Islam needs to be 

reformed? Does the rise of Hindutva signal end of the secular Indian state? Is secularism an 

instrument of the west’s hegemony? Is democracy a fixed referent?  

 

Sridharan (2011) op.cit. 

**Thomas, S. (2005) The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of 

International Relations: The Struggle for the Soul of the 21
st
 Century, London: Palgrave, pt. 1. 

Hay, J. (2006) ‘What is democracy?’ Orbis, winter 

Casanova, J.(1994) Public Religions in the Modern World, Chicago: part One. 

http://www.utas.edu.au/government/APSA/MGriffithsFinal.pdf


+*Nazir, P. (2007) ‘Political Islam and the Media’ Policy Perspectives, 4:2. 

*Hagerty, D.T., (2005) op.cit. ch.9. 

Wingfield, R.D. (2007) Modernity religion and the war on terror, Aldershot: Ashgate ch 1,4. 

Talbot, I. (ed.)(2007) Deadly Embrace: Religion, politics and violence in India and Pakistan, 

Oxford: OUP 

+*Das, P. (2003) ‘Postcolonial insecurities: the BJP and the Politics of Hindutva’, Third 

World Quarterly, 24:1. 

**Shastri/Wilson (eds)(2001) op cit.ch 6  

+**Changing Minds Winning Peace: A new strategic direction in US public diplomacy in 

Arab and Muslim world: www.state.gov/documents/organization/24882.pdf 

+**Kaplan, D. (2005) Hearts, Minds and Dollars: In an unseen Front on the War on 

Terrorism: www.usnews.com/usnews/articles/050425/roots/htm 

+**Benard, C. (2003) Civil and Democratic Islam: Partners, Resources, Strategies, NY: 

Rand: http://www.rand.org/Pub/monographreports/MR1716 

+**National Strategy for Combating Terrorism (2003) Muslim World Outreach Program: 

www.whitehouse.gov/new/releases/2003/02/counter_terrorism/counter_terrorism_strategy_pdf

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/24882.pdf
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/articles/050425/roots/htm
http://www.rand.org/Pub/monographreports/MR1716


 

4. The Threat of War and the Nuclear Issue in South Asia 
 

This session explores some of the objectives and consequences of India and Pakistan going 

nuclear, as well as the question of nuclear proliferation to and from the region. India and 

Pakistan have fought a number of conventional wars and the possibility of a nuclear 

conflagration cannot be ruled out. Why does the ‘international community’ take less interest 

in in this than it might? Does the recent India-US deal constitute proliferation and end of the 

Non-proliferation treaty? Would you agree that the US/west is more concerned with 

Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal than with India’s? Why might this be the case? What are the 

possibilities of a non-nuclear South Asia? What is the balance of forces between Pakistan and 

India? Has India, or is it about to achieve regional military hegemony? 

 

*Hagerty, D., (2005) op.cit. ch 7 

*Sridharan (2011) op cit. 

+**Bajoria, J.(2008) The US-India Nuclear Deal, Council on Foreign Relations, Washington. 

Basrur, R.M. (2008) South Asia’s Cold War: Nuclear weapons and conflict, London: 

Routledge, ch 1,4,5. 

*Dittmer, L.(ed.)(2005) South Asia’s nuclear security dilemma: India, Pakistan and China, 

New York: Sharpe, Introduction, ch 1,2,8. 

Dodani, P.(2006) Elusive Peace: India and Pakistan, Delhi: Kaveri 

Sridharan, E. (ed)(2007) The India-Pakistan nuclear relationship: Theories of deterrence and 

international relations, London: Routledge 

Bidwai, P. & Vanaik, A. (2001) South Asia on a short fuse, Oxford: OUP 

Smith, D.D.(2006) Deterring America: Rogue states and the proliferation of the weapons of 

mass destruction, Cambridge: CUP 

+**Quinlan, M.(2005) ‘India Pakistan Deterrent revisited’ Survival, 47:3 

+*MCCGwire, M.(2006) ‘Nuclear Deterrence’ International Affairs, 82:4. 

+**Pilat, J.F.(2007)’The End of the NPT Regime’ International Affairs, 83:3 

 

 

5. The Kashmir Problem 

 

The Kashmir problem is one of the most intractable in the region, a legacy of British rule and 

unfinished business of Pakistan and India’s independence in 1947. Kashmir is the major cause 

of Pakistan India conflict, but China is also involved because of its border dispute with India. 

The protagonists in the regional/border dispute are nuclear powers which makes the region 

very dangerous, though it attracts less attention because the west does not consider the region 

to be a major strategic concern. What are the causes of the Kashmir dispute and how might it 

be resolved? What are the arguments and claims of Pakistan and India? To what extent has 

the rivalry and dispute between Pakistan and India marginalized the discourse of the 

Kashmiris for independence or self-rule? 

 

**Hagerty, (2005) op cit. ch.7 

*Shastri/Wilson, (eds)(2001) op.cit. ch.14 

*Prakash, (2000)’The Political Economy of Kashmir’ Contemporary South Asia, 9:3. 

Lamb, A.(1994) ‘The Indian Claim to Jammu and Kashmir’ Contemporary South Asia, 3:1 

Puri, L.,(2011) Across the Line of Control. Inside Pakistan-administered Kashmir, 

London:Hurst 

**Wirsing, R.G. (2003) Kashmir in the Shadow of war, New York: Sharpe, part 1&2. 



Singh, G. (2001) Autonomy or Secession? Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi: Anand 

Koithara, V., (2004) Crafting Peace in Kashmir through a Realist Lens, Delhi: Sage 

Adeney, K. (2007) Federalism and Ethnic Conflict Resolution in India and Pakistan, 

Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Swami, P.(2007) India, Pakistan and the Secret Jihad: The Covert War in Kashmir, 1947-

2004, London: Routledge 

*Ganguly, S.(2006)’Will Kashmir Stop India’s Rise’, Foreign Affairs, Jul/Aug. 

Hewitt, V.(1997) The New International Relations of India and Pakistan, Manchester, ch 1. 

Ellis/Khan (2003) ‘Kashmiri Displacement’ Contemporary South Asia, 12:4. 

 

6. Afghanistan: Soviet Invasion: Resistance and Rise of the Taliban  

 

This session analyses the Afghan resistance to the Soviet invasion and the consequences of 

this war on the socio-economic and political structures of Afghanistan and the neighbouring 

countries. What were the forces and conditions that allowed the Taliban as the major political 

force after the defeat of the Soviets? What factors prevented the Mujahideen from uniting and 

forming a coalition government? Would you dispute the contention that with all their faults 

the Taliban brought peace and security to Afghanistan?  

 

+**Mahmood, S. & Hirschkind, C. (2002), ‘Feminism, the Taliban and the politics of 

insurgency’, Anthropological Quarterly, 75:2. 

*Oeppen, C. et al (2010)(eds) Beyond the ‘wild tribes’: Understanding modern Afghanistan 

and its Diaspora, London: Hurst 

Johnson, R. (2011) The Afghan Way of War, London: Hurst 

Sreedhar, et. al (1997) Taliban and the Afghan Turmoil: The role of USA, Pakistan, Iran and 

China, Delhi: Himalayan 

Dorronsoro, G. (1995) ‘Afghanistan’s civil war’, Current History, 95. 

**Rubin, B. (2002) The Fragmentation of Afghanistan, London: Yale, part 2&3 

Nojumi, N. (2003 The Rise of the Taliban in Afghanistan, Basingstoke: Palgrave 

*Rashid, A. (2000) Taliban: Islam, Oil and the New Great Game in Central Asia, London: 

I.B. Tauris 

**Murshed, S.I. (2006) Afghanistan – The Taliban Years, London: Bennet & Bloom, ch 

1,2,4,6,7 

*Kakar, M.A. (1995) Afghanistan: Soviet Invasion and Afghan Response, London: California 

Hammond, T.T. (1984) Red Flag over Afghanistan, Epping: Bowker 

Weaver, M.A. (2003) Pakistan: In the Shadow of Jihad and Afghanistan, New York: Farrar

 

+**The Taliban in Afghanistan, Council on Foreign Relations, Washington,  

www.cfr.org/publication/10551/ 

http://www.cfr.org/publication/10551/


 

7. US Invasion of Afghanistan and the War on Terror: Emergence of the Neo-Taliban 
 

The US invaded Afghanistan and ousted the Taliban, in spite of the fact that no Afghan 

national took part in the 9/11 attack in the US. It is contended by many that the US and its 

allies took this action (following from the ‘Bush Doctrine’) for larger strategic goals in the 

guise of spreading democracy and freedom, including through regime change. After eight 

years of occupation and trying to ‘win hearts and minds’ the insurgency and instability in 

Afghanistan and its impact on neighbours particularly Pakistan, seems to be greater now than 

at the time of the occupation. This section of the course evaluates the reasons for going to war 

in Afghanistan and some of its consequences including expansion of insurgency, extremism 

and instability in both Afghanistan and Pakistan, suicide bombing, and increased western 

interference in all aspects of politics and civil society.   What factors have given rise to this 

situation? Who are the (neo) Taliban and what is their political agenda? Discuss the reasons 

behind as well as the consequences of the war on terrorism?  What factors explain suicide 

bombing?  

 

+**Mahmood, S. & Hirsckind, C. (2002) ‘Feminism, the Talban and the Politics of counter-

insurgency’, Anthropological Quarterly, 75:2 

Suhrke, A. (2011), When more is less. The international project in Afghanistan, London: 

Hurst 

*Linschoten, A.S.V.& Kuehn, F. (2011). An enemy we created. The myth of the Taliban/Al-

Qaeda merger in Afghanistan, 1970-2010, London: Hurst 

+**Afghanistan Special (2009) Survival, 51:1. 

**Nazir, P. (2009)’On the Uses of Ethnography and Anthropology: War and Control across 

the Durand Line’ Conference paper on VLE. 

Gordon, P.H. (2005) ‘The War on terrorism in historical perspective’ Survival, 47:2. 

McInnes, C.(2003) ‘9/11 and the Afghan War’ Review of International Studies, 29:2 

Kilcullen, D. (2009) The Accidental Guerrilla, London: Hurst & Co., ch.1,2,5. 

*Newman, et al (2009) Politics most unusual: violence, sovereignty and democracy in the war 

on terror, Basingstoke: Palgrave, ch 2,3,4 

Hodes, C. & Sedra, M. (2007) The Search for security in post-Taliban Afghanistan, Adelphi 

Paper 391, IISS: London 

Giustozzi, A. (2007) Koran, Kalashnikov and Laptop: The Neo-Taliban Insurgency in 

Afghanistan, London: Hurst 

International Crisis Group (2004), ’Elections and Security in Afghanistan’ Asia Briefing 31 

Bajoria, J.(2009) The troubled Afghan-Pakistani border, New York: Council on Foreign 

relations: www.cfr.org/publication/14905/troubled_afghanpakistani_border.html  

*Jocelyn, T. & Roggio, B. (2009) ‘US Outlines new Afghanistan Strategy’, 

http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2009/103/analysis_us_php  

Johnson, T.H. & Mason, M.C. (2008) ‘No sign until the burst of fire: The Pakistan-

Afghanistan Frontier’, International Security, 32:4. 

+**Euban, R. (2002)’Killing for Politics: Jihad martyrdom and Political Action’ Political 

Theory, 30: pp. 4-35 

 

8. Islamization, Talibanization and Insurgency in Pakistan 

 

The occupation of Afghanistan and the war on terror has had a serious impact on Pakistan. 

Apart from the obvious one of draining the country’s resources and creating political and 

ideological polarities and instability the engagement of Pakistan with US and its allies held 

http://www.cfr.org/publication/14905/troubled_afghanpakistani_border.html


back the democratic process by supporting the dictatorial Musharraf regime. The North-West 

Frontier Province of Pakistan and the Federally Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA) have in 

particular been affected by militancy and insurgencies, though it is not limited to these areas. 

What factors produce and sustain militancy in Pakistan in general and the NWFP and FATA 

in particular? Would you agree with the contention that Pakistan is less than enthusiastic in 

supporting the war on terror in the region, because it goes against its strategic interests? What 

processes and policies might bring peace and stability in Pakistan (and Afghanistan)? How do 

people in the region and the west see the war on terror? What is the relationship between 

Afghan and Pakistani insurgencies? Why do many Pakistanis see the war on terror as war 

against Islam?  

 

**Samad, Y. (2011) The Pakistan-US conundrum. Jihadists, the military & the people-the 

struggle for control, London: Hurst 

+*Afghanistan Special Issue (2009): Survival, op.cit. 

**Nazir, P. (2009)’War on Terror in Pakistan and Afghanistan: Discursive and Political 

Contestations,’ Conference Paper on VLE 

*Hagerty, D.T. (200) ch.12 

*Lieven, A. (2011) Pakistan A hard country, London: Penguin/Allen lane 

+*International Crisis Group (2009) Asia Report No. 164, The Militant Jihadi Challenge 

Kronstadt, K.A. (2008) Pakistan’s Political Crisis, Washington: CRS:  

www.fas.org/spg/crs/row/RL34240.pdf 

Bajoria, J.(2009) The troubled Afghan-Pakistani border, New York: Council on Foreign 

Relations: www.cfr.org/publication/14905/troubled_afghanpakistani_border.html 

National Bureau of Research Analysis, (2008) Post-September 11 Afghanistan-Pakistan 

Relations: Prospects for Counter Counter-Insurgency Cooperation, NBR: Washington 

**Beattie, H. (2002) Imperial Frontier: Tribe and State in Waziristan, Richmond: Curzon, ch 

1,8,10,13 

Warren, A., (2000) Waziristan, the Faqir of Ipi, and the Indian Army: The NWFP revolt of 

1936-7, Oxford: OUP  

Haqqani, H. (2005) Pakistan: Between Mosque and military, Washington, DC: Carnegie 

Stewart, J. (2006) The Khyber Rifles: From the British Raj to Al-Qaeda, Stroud: Sutton 

+&&Rubin, B. (2007) ‘Saving Afghanistan’ Foreign Affairs, January/February 

*Jones, S. (2007) ‘Pakistan’s Dangerous Game’, Survival, 49:1. 

 

 

 

 

Seminars: 

 

1. Pakistan India Relations: Regional and Global Context 

 Readings from Lecture 2 

2. The Threat of War and the Nuclear Issue  

 Readings from Lecture 4 

3. US Invasion and war on terror in Afghanistan and Pakistan 

 Readings from Lecture 7and 8 


