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There is an online reading list for this module available from a link on the module’s Moodle 
site, as well as by searching for the module code POLI2049 from 
readinglists.nottingham.ac.uk. Nearly all of the journal articles listed in this guide are available 
electronically, and many of books and book chapters are available online. Please make use 
of the list and spend some time familiarising yourself with the different kinds of resources to 
which it directs you. Some texts are available to download even though the ‘Online resource’ 
icon unaccountably does not appear next to their name in the list. Please remember that it is 
incumbent on students to make every effort to access the resources required for success on 
the module, and that this will entail making trips to the physical library building from time to 
time. There are shelves of inspiring texts in the library, most of which are not mentioned in this 
module guide. You would do well to explore these as soon as possible. 
 
The Undergraduate Student Handbook contains advice on academic writing, an outline of the 
School-wide marking criteria, a feedback dictionary, and referencing guide. Electronic copies 
are available the School of Politics & IR Community Page on Moodle. The Community Page 
also includes a section with sample essays from previous years for further reference. 
 
 

Examination 
 
The rest of the assessment will take the form of an unseen one-and-a-half-hour examination 
comprising eight questions of which candidates must answer two, one from Part A and one 
from Part B. Both answers will be weighted equally. 
 
Questions in Part A will be general and require reflection drawing from your reading and 
thinking across the entire module. More specifically, the questions will be orientated towards 
the discipline of International Relations, requiring students critically to write about important 
disciplinary and theoretical issues in light of the historical detail of the international politics of 
the twentieth century. 
 
Questions in Part B will address specific themes from the main series of lectures and 
seminars. Each of these topics has some theoretical angle to it, and students would do well 
to pay due attention to the theoretical or disciplinary aspect of the topic as well as the historical 
content. 
 
Past exam paper (spring 207/18): 
 
Time allowed: 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Answer two questions, ONE from Part and ONE from Part B. Each question is worth 50% of 
the final examination mark. Do NOT repeat any part of your answer to a Part A question in 
Part B. 
 
Part A 
 

1. In their approach to history, is there more that unites than divides international 
historians and international relations scholars? 
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2. ‘Structure/agency is not an either/or but a both/and’. Discuss with reference to at least 
two aspects of the international politics of the twentieth century. 

 
Part B 
 

3. Is it still possible to assign Germany sole responsibility for the outbreak of the First 
World War? 

 
4. What accounts for the willingness of states to embrace ‘internationalism’ after the First 

World War? 
 

5. Outline some of the underlying assumptions about international politics embedded in 
the model of the ‘security dilemma’. Does the onset of the Cold War provide evidence 
for these or not? 

 
6. What insights into twentieth-century international history can scholars take from the 

discipline of psychology? Discuss with reference to the Cuban Missile Crisis AND/OR 
the Space Race. 

 
7. ‘Our deepest challenge will be to evoke the creativity of a pluralist world, [and] to base 

order on political multipolarity even though overwhelming military strength will remain 
with the two superpowers’ (Henry Kissinger in 1968). To what extent was the policy of 
détente an attempt to manage the relative decline of American power? 
OR 
‘Détente brought together an array of threatened figures who coordinated their forces 
to counterbalance the sources of disorder within their societies’ (Jeremi Suri). Discuss. 

 
8. Whose economic and defence policies were more important for bringing an end to the 

Cold War: Ronald Reagan’s or Mikhail Gorbachev’s? Be sure in your answer to 
address possible counter-arguments. 

 
Example exam paper: 
 
Time allowed: 1.5 hours 
Answer two questions, ONE from Part A and ONE from Part B. Each question is worth 50% 
of the final exam mark. 
 
Part A 
 

1. ‘It is striking how far the term “cause” has slipped out of the working vocabulary of 
most historians’ (David Reynolds). What insights from the discipline of International 
Relations about causation might be useful for historians wishing to understand 
international politics during the twentieth century? 

 
2. How should we conceive the relationship between structure and agency in explaining 

change in international politics? Discuss with reference to EITHER the outbreak of the 
First World War OR the end of the Cold War. 

 
Part B 
 

3. ‘The League of Nations was doomed to failure from the very beginning’. Discuss. 
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4. Article 2 of the Outer Space Treaty (1967) states that ‘outer space, including the moon 
and other celestial bodies, is not subject to national appropriation by claim of 
sovereignty, by means of occupation, or by any other means’. Why did the United 
States and the Soviet Union both ratify it? 

 
5. Which was more significant: the Cold War’s impact on domestic counter-culture; or the 

counter-culture’s impact on the conduct of the Cold War? 
 

6. Did the Nixon-Kissinger policy of détente signify the United States’ strength or its 
increasing weakness? 

 
7. Critically evaluate Fred Halliday’s argument that the ‘Second Cold War’ of the early 

1980s was largely brought about by the crisis of inter-capitalist relations. 
 

8. The end of the Cold War ‘was of such importance that no approach to the study of 
international relations claiming both foresight and competence should have failed to 
see it coming. None actually did so though’ (John Lewis Gaddis). Do you agree that 
the failure to predict the end of the Cold War was a major failure for International 
Relations theory? Why or why not? 

 
 

Expectations 
Please note that registers will be taken in seminars. Should you be unable to attend, please 
email your seminar tutor in advance or as soon as possible thereafter in order to apologise 
and explain why you cannot attend. If your explanation and apology come too late you will be 
marked as absent without explanation. Please don’t email the Module Convenor. 
 
Please remember that your relationship with your tutors is a mutually respectful and 
professional one, and there is no reason why it should not also be friendly. Email 
correspondence ought always to be polite, and certainly formal until a relationship has been 
established. You should also be careful to observe rules of spelling, grammar and syntax. A 
hastily or lazily-written message is likely to meet with a similarly brusque or lackadaisical 
response. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


