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Book II. The Opinions and Beliefs of Crowds.
Chapter I. Remote Factors of the Opinions and Beliefs of Crowds.

Having studied the mental constitution of crowds and become acquainted
with their modes of feeling, thinking, and reasoning, we shall now proceed to
examine how their opinions and beliefs arise and become established.
The factors which determine these opinions and beliefs are of two kinds:

remote factors and immediate factors.
The remote factors are those which render crowds capable of adopting certain

convictions and absolutely refractory to the acceptance of others. These factors
prepare the ground in which are suddenly seen to germinate certain new ideas
whose force and consequences are a cause of astonishment, though they are
only spontaneous in appearance. The outburst and putting in practice of certain
ideas among crowds present at times a startling suddenness. This is only a
superficial effect, behind which must be sought a preliminary and preparatory
action of long duration.
The immediate factors are those which, coming on the top of this long,

preparatory working, in whose absence they would remain without effect,
serve as the source of active persuasion on crowds; that is, they are the factors
which cause the idea to take shape and set it loose with all its consequences.
The resolutions by which collectivities are suddenly carried away arise out of
these immediate factors; it is due to them that a riot breaks out or a strike is
decided upon, and to them that enormous majorities invest one man with
power to overthrow a government.
The successive action of these two kinds of factors is to be traced in all great

historical events. The French Revolution — to cite but one of the most striking
of such events — had among its remote factors the writings of the philoso-
phers, the exactions of the nobility, and the progress of scientific thought. The
mind of the masses, thus prepared, was then easily roused by such immediate
factors as the speeches of orators, and the resistance of the court party to
insignificant reforms.
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